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Music is personal. It touches us all in our own way. 
This holiday, let your gift be a part of what you are. Original. 


ALANIS MORISSETTE BEASTIE BOYS BRYAN ADAMS LAURYN HILL ° LOVE INC. MARILYN MANSON THE CARDIGANS 
Supposed Former infatuation Junkie Hello Nasty On A Day Like Today The Miseducation Of Lauryn Hill Love Inc Mechanical Animals Gran Turismo 
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JOHN MELLENCAMP JONNY LANG THE TRAGICALLY HIP R.E.M. ROB ZOMBIE SMASHING PUMPKINS SEMISONIC 
John Mellencamp Wander This World Phantom Power Up Hellbilly Deluxe Adore Feeling Strangely Fine 


HE SEBT OF TBEO-TERC 


MELANIE DOANE SARAH McLACHLAN SEAL SHERYL CROW 
Adam's Rib Surfacing Human Being The Globe Sessions 
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More great titles to choose from: 


BIG BAD VOODOO DADDY CLEOPATRA DIRE STRAITS NATALIE IMBRUGLIA NEW RADICALS SABRINA THE TEENAGE WITCH 
Big Bad Voodoo Daddy Comin’ Atcha! Sultans Of Swing — Left Of The Middle Maybe You've Been Brainwashed TV Soundtrack 
BOCELLI / BARTOLI / TERFEL TOM COCHRANE The Very Best Of ALAN JACKSON PLUTO SKINNY PUPPY 
Voices From Heaven Xray Sierra DIXIE CHICKS High Mileage Shake Hands With The Future Remix Dystemper 
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WIN A $10,000 


— A new science fiction thriller 
From the director of Desperado & From Dusk till Dawn 
Screenplay by the writer of Scream & Scream 2 
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this week 


The Front * 6-16 


6 ® News: United Nations 
-7 © Vue News by Charles Mandel 
7 © Vue Point by Lesley Primeau 
8 © Books: Titans 
9 © Commentary: Cheviot Mine 
9 © Three Dollar Bill by 
Richard Burnett 
10 © Style 
11 ¢ Humour 
12 ¢ Snow Zone: Area 
13 © Snow Zone: Zeke’s Ski Tips 
14 © Snow Zone: Ross Rebagliati 
14 @ Snow Zone: Fall Lines 
| 15 News: Jewellery promotion 
16 © Sports Notes by 
David DiCenzo 
16 © In the Box 


Music * 17-26 


| 17 © Music Notes by 

Gary McGowan 

| 18 Tippy Agogo 

18 © All That Jazz by Peter North 

19 © Cover Story: Third Annual 
Christmas Carol Project 
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Local music aficionado John Armstrong has been a fan of 
Charles Dickens for quite some time.To pay homage to | 
the literary giant—and because he was bored of the | 
same old Christmas tunes—Armstrong created the 

Christmas Carol Project. The show features Edmonton's 


15 PM 


SHOWTIME 
9 © 

e 
most prolific singer/songwriters performing original } N : 
works as characters in the famous story. Catalyst Theatre 
will be home to the musical event for the third 
consecutive year, but there may be bigger things in store 
for the production in the future—the ultimate stage 
being London's west side 


DECEMBER 
CP IHURSSAIE 
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The Nomads 


Cover Photo by David Williamson 


Cover Design by Terry Cox | 
} 21 © Gob : Z gn by ¥ | 
24 © Classical Notes by David 
Gobeil Taylor 
oar" NeW Sounds Snow Zone? 14 ~<is** 
26 © Loving Dead At the Winter Olympics in Nagano, Canadian Ross | 
Rebagliati’s name became synonymous with many things— / 
Arts * 27-29 snowboarding, a gold medal, urine samples. Throughout his 
— 
27 © Theatre Notes by Araxi dramatic rise to stardom, the B.C. native hasn't really Hosted By 
| Arslanian and Paul changed—the people around him have While constant calls ATOMIC IMPROV. co. 
| Matwychuk from the RCMP and wannabe groupies can be a distraction 
} 27 © Hard Hearts Rebagliati’s still stoked about what he loves best—no, not Dee Seg | 
} 28 © Christmas Train that; we mean ‘boarding and letting it all hang out es Eee 


29 © Carlil V. The Carbolic 
Smokeball Company 


Film + 30-33 
30 © Rupert's Land 
30 © Jack Frost 
31 © Star Trek: Insurrection 
32 © Will It Snow for Christmas? 
33 * A Minute at the Movies by 
Todd James 


Dish * 34-35 


eee Music 21 


Being a punk band has a few inherent disadvantages, like 
finding viable venues and getting record labels interested 
Vancouver's Gob is too busy working to worry about 
commercial success—but it may come anyway, especially 
considering they signed with Nettwerk Management earlier 
this year. It’s a step up from crashing in houses where the 
pet pig uses the floor to relieve himself—one of their true 
horror stories during a tour of the deep American south 


ra By 
Mike McDonald 
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Winter Solstice 
Celebration 


Listings + 36-39 Musice 26 ~eee 


39 ¢ Bulletin Board Glam rockers are making a comeback, and one of the acts with Tippy A Gogo 
39 ¢ Astrologic by Alberto D. at the top of the list is Vancouver's the Loving Dead. In the est Qu 
Vidigoya vein of super-group Kiss, the band is trying to bring back &b neal itzau 
, the days when music was as much about showmanship as 
Classifieds * 40-42 the songs themselves. The trio might need to take out some 3 
ooo : : zie, A cc at SE | le AAAS ASA AAR ANAS eA! 
42 © Hey Eddie! by James Grasdal insurance, however—the last time the Loving Dead were in 
42.© Last Looks: SNFU town, they managed to bust some of the club's windows 


with concussion grenades. Like we said—showmanship! 
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Boxing Day 
Ska Party 
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U.N. lambastes Canadian poverty record 


Number-one status 
in jeopardy? 
By DALE LADOUCEUR 


ighty-one questions and eighty- 
Ez: vague responses—that’s the 
topic of a report from the United 
Nations Committee on 
Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights submit- 
ted this month to the 
Canadian government.The scathing 
15-page report excoriates Canadian 
delegates for their stonewalling 
two-day testimony before the U.N. 
committee at the recent Human 
Rights Conference in Edmonton. 

“Maybe they haven't done their 
homework properly, or they're too 
embarrassed to admit the obvi- 
ous—that there is a great deal of 
poverty in Canada, even though it is 
such a rich country, suggests com- 
mittee member Ariranga Pillay, 
chief justice of the Supreme Court 
of Mauritius. 

One of many examples of the 
delegates’ evasive answers is their 
response to question 37, which 
reads,“The committee has received 
information that food bank use has 
continued to increase in Canada 
and has approximately doubled 
over the last 10 years. Can the gov- 
ernment explain why the number 
and the use of food banks has con- 
tinued to increase? Does the gov- 
ernment consider the need for food 
banks in so affluent a country as 
Canada consistent with article 11 
of the covenant?” 

Canada’s response: “The estab- 
lishment of food banks by Canadi- 


Photography and Design by 


PHOTOGRAPHY LTD. 


an charities since 1981 demon- 
Strates the type of compassion and 
mutual assistance ever-present in 
the Canadian tradition. The focus of 
efforts by the government of Cana- 
da in relation to food security has 
been primarily on providing 
income benefits and supports.” 
Almost half the Canadian dele- 
gates’ responses passed 
the buck on to the 
provinces. Question 38 
asked Canada to provide 
information about the number of 
people paying more than their shel- 
ter allowance for housing, and who 
must use money from their food 
budget to make up the shortfall. 
Canada responded by saying, “As 
shelter allowances are components 
within provincially-provided social 
assistance programs, data relating 
to such allowances, including 
effects on household food expendi- 
tures, are not available at the 
national level.” 


U.N. trouble now 


The U.N. report on the whole affair 
is filled with revealing and shame- 
ful facts on how both Canada’s 
provincial and federal governments 
have used the system against the 
very people it was designed to pro- 
tect. Since the report is not readily 
available to average Canadians, Vue 
Weekly offers the following high- 
lights (or, if you prefer, low points): 

1. “While the committee notes 
that the delegation was composed 
of a significant number of experts, 
too many questions failed to receive 
detailed or specific answers. More- 
over, in the light of the federal struc- 


ture of Canada and the extensive 
provincial jurisdiction, the absence 
of any expert representing particu- 
larly the largest provinces other 
than Quebec significantly limited 
the potential depth of the dialogue 
on key issues.” 

2. “The committee notes that 
since 1994 in addressing the bud- 
get deficits by slashing social 
expenditures, the State Party has 
not paid sufficient attention to the 
adverse consequences for the 
enjoyment of economic, social and 
cultural rights by the Canadian 
population as a whole, and by vul- 
nerable groups in particular” 

3. “While the government of 
Canada has consistently used Statis- 
tics Canada’s ‘Low Income Cut-Off’ 
as a measure of poverty when pro- 
viding information to the committee 
about poverty in Canada, it informed 
the committee that it does not 
accept the Low Income Cut-Off as a 
poverty line, although this measure 
is widely used by experts to consid- 
er the extent and depth of poverty in 
Canada. The absence of an official 
poverty line makes it difficult to hold 
the federal, provincial and territorial 
governments accountable to their 
obligations under the covenant.” 


Twisting the Charter 


4. “The committee has received 
information about a number of 
cases in which claims were 
brought by people living in poverty 
(usually women with children) 
against government policies which 
denied the claimants and their chil- 
dren adequate food, clothing and 
housing. Provincial governments 


have urged upon their courts in 
these cases an interpretation of the 
Charter which would deny any pro- 
tection of covenant rights and con- 
sequently leave the complainants 
without the basic necessities of life 
and without any legal remedy” 

5. “The committee is deeply 
concerned to receive information 
that lower courts in Canada have 
routinely opted for an interpreta- 
tion which excludes protection of 
the right to an adequate standard of 
living and other covenant rights, 
The committee notes with concern 
that the courts have taken this posi- 
tion despite the fact that the 
Supreme Court of Canada has stat- 
ed, as has the government of Cana- 
da before this committee, that the 
Charter can be interpreted so as to 
protect these rights.” 

6. “The committee is greatly 
concerned at the gross disparity 
between aboriginal people and the 
majority of Canadians with respect 
to the enjoyment of covenant 
rights. There has been little or no 
progress in the alleviation of social 
and economic deprivation among 
aboriginal people. In particular, the 
committee is deeply concerned at 
the shortage of adequate housing, 
the endemic mass unemployment 
and the high rate of suicide, espe- 
cially among youth in the aborigi- 
nal communities. Another concern 
is the failure to provide safe and 
adequate drinking water to aborigi- 
nal communities on reserves.” 

7. “The replacement of the 
Canada Assistance Plan (CAP) by 
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Alternative jobs 
proposed 


HINTON—The Rainforest Action 
Network is offering to kick in 
$10,000 toward a symposium in 
Hinton that would look at provid- 
ing alternatives to mining jobs in 
the area. 

The American-based green 
group first inserted itself into the 
controversy over the area’s pro- 
posed Cheviot Mine last summer. 
RAN says it’s interested in Cheviot 
because an American company is 
involved in the mine, proposed 
two kilometres from Jasper 
National Park. 

Hinton Mayor Ross Risvold has 
already explored alternatives such 
as eco-tourism, but says such jobs 
don’t pay as well as the mining 
jobs. 

The Cheviot Mine is unable to 
go ahead until a court case on the 
environmental review of the pro- 
ject is heard. The case returned to 
court after a successful appeal of 
an earlier federal court ruling by 
environmental groups. 

RAN is currently involved in a 
high-profile case of its own, after 
British Columbia-based forestry 
lobbyist Patrick Moore named the 
group in a law suit he filed over 
Internet defamation earlier this 
year. 

Moore alleges the San Francis- 
co-based green group altered his 
image and told lies about him on 
their website. 


Klein moves to 
ward off eco-anger 


EDMONTON—Premier Ralph 
Klein has called for a meeting 
with provincial environmental 
groups in order to stave off grow- 
ing cynicism over the province's 
Special Places 2000 program, 
among other issues. 

The meeting comes after two 
groups pulled out of the program, 
saying it only pays lip service to 
the preservation of natural lands. 
Last week, Dianne Pachal, conser- 
vation director of the Alberta 
Wilderness Association, told Vue 


Weekly,“We haven't seen anything 
that’s come through yet as pro- 
tected under Special Places” 

In the last week, the province 
has also announced several new 
“special places,” including por- 
tions of Bow Valley and Head- 
Smashed-In Buffalo Jump. Howev- 
er, environmentalists contend the 
announcements mean nothing 
without a commitment from the 
government to ensure resource 
development doesn’t occur in 
those areas. 

Other issues on the green 
meet include government propos- 
als for hunting and off-road vehi- 
cle use in several wilderness 
areas, and environmental review 
Proceedings for projects like the 
Cheviot Mine. 


Gold Bar waste treatment plant to 
stop the flow of raw sewage into 
the river, officials have said it will 
take more money. 

The city now says it will take 
20 years and $145 million to 
reduce the amount of raw sewage 
pouring into the North Saskatch- 
ewan River. About two billion 
litres of bacteria-filled waste cur- 
rently spill into the river every 
year. 

Three years ago, a study refer- 
enced the Gold Bar plant as the 
worst polluter of the Edmonton 
portion of the North Saskatch- 
ewan River. 


Ozone layer 
badly depleted 


TORONTO—A new report says the 
ozone layer is not recovering as 
expected and, in fact, may have 
become even thinner from 
changes in the atmosphere from 
global warming. 

The report from Environment 
Canada called the findings dis- 
turbing and warned that the heav- 
ily populated southern regions of 
Canada could eventually be effect- 
ed. 

A thinner ozone layer leads to 
higher incidences of skin cancer, 
among other problems. 


“Pope” gets five months 


EDMONTON—Ken Kirk, the Pope 
of the Church of Reformed 
Druids, received five months in 
jail last week for trafficking mari- 
juana. Kirk, who argued in court 
that he used pot for health and 
religious reasons, tried to con- 
vince the court he should get one 
day and a $500 fine. — 


25 But in hand , down the 


Dave Tilley noted Kirk's sale of 
pot to a minor in October 1997. 
Kirk was previously arrested in a 
raid on his home in December 
1996, when police raided a 
Druidic winter solstice feast. 

While the sentence was still 
several months short of what the 
prosecution called for, Kirk's 
spouse criticized the decision. 
“Jail for marijuana is more harmful 
to the individual and to society 
then marijuana ever was,” said 
Amy von Stackleberg. 


Club looks to re-open 


EDMONTON—Amidst the chaos 
of a lawsuit, the embattled own- 
ers of the West Edmonton mall 
nightclub KAOS hope to re-open 
the hot spot under a new name 
today. 

Owners Michael, Gerald and 
Klara Shvartsman have spent the 
past week in court, seeking an 
injunction against city police to 
stop them from approaching 
licensing agencies about the 
club's re-opening. 

The Shvartsmans have filed a 
$15-million lawsuit against city 
police, claiming there was a con- 
spiracy to ruin their business. 

Police have countered that the 
nightclub was not only unsafe, but 
was attracting biker and drug- 
related activity. Over the last year, 
several incidents including a fight 
involving some 300 people took 
place at the club, causing city 
police to issue warnings about 
safety at the location. 


by Charles Mandel 


5 ot tfrendng new newspapers! 


Your urban alternative guide to the week’s really important events 


papers are continuing to retain 
readership in the face of competi- 
tion from the Internet 

While some declines showed 
in circulation, ranging from 0.25 
to almost 2 per cent for papers 
like the Wall Street Journal and 
the New York Times, the bureau 
found an increase in young read- 
ers 

Teens ranked newspapers as 
their top source for information, 
over television, radio, the Internet 
and magazines. And as many as 40 
per cent of teens said they had 
read a newspaper the previous 
day. 

The medium taking the 
strongest hit appeared to be tele- 
vision, with the networks report- 
ing a viewership decline of about 
five per cent. 


With friends like these... 


BriTIsH COLUMBIA—Greenpeace, 
the Western Canada Wilderness 
Committee and Sierra Club of B.C. 
have reached an agreement with 
MacMillan Bloedel to log in 
Clayquot Sound. 

Are you confused? I am. 

Wasn't it just a few short years 
ago that people were chaining 
themselves to trees and mounting 
blockades to prevent logging in 
the area? 

Sure, the agreement says log- 
ging will only take place on sec- 
ond-growth trees. 

Yeah right, and Special Places 
2000 in Alberta really are special. 


Or about some off-road vehicle 
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By LESLEY PRIMEAU 
Guilty as charged? 


ARE YOU FOR or against capital 
punishment? This is a very com- 
plex and emotionally draining 
question. Both sides of this issue 
surfaced last week as Texas made 
plans to execute Stanley Faul- 
der—a guy who left his jasper 
home one morning to get a quart 
of milk and ended up convicted 
for the murder of Inez Phillips in 
Gladewater, Texas. 

Although there is some ques- 
tion as to his guilt, the bigger issue 
is whether due process was in 
fact followed. When | discuss this 
case on the air, the number of 
people who call and say they don’t 
care about due process is amaz- 
ing. Most of them say that if you 
break a law in Texas. you pay the 
penalty they set forth, which in 
this case is the death penalty. 
Nothing in Texas is small. 

if Faulder did indeed murder 
Phillips, then he should pay for 
it—if the law in Texas calls for the 
death penalty, then so be it. | don't 
know what is achieved by the 
death penalty, but that’s another 
matter. 

What surprises me is the 
complete ignorance of people 
who are prepared to forego due 
process, as though what happened 
to Faulder could never happen to 
them. Even in this country, there 
are numerous examples of cases 
gone wrong—does the name 
David Milgaard mean anything to 
you? 

if we are prepared to sacrifice 
due process for even one piece of 
scum, it means we sacrifice it for 
all of us. Can you imagine what 
kind of chaos we would have 
then? Due process, and the belief 
that you are innocent until 
proven guilty, are all that sepa- 
rates us from the legal mentality 
of the third world, It’s scary 
enough that we view most sus- 
pects as guilty until proven inno- 
cent. | wouldn't suggest that all 
police officers are prone to this 
attitude, but can you always be 
certain that the evidence they 
gather is intended to prove guilt 
rather than disprove it? What 
rights do you have under the law? 
And are they protected? : 

Stanley Faulder owes his life 
to a lawyer who thought his rights — 
had been violated. He has no- 
money, no friends, no influence. 
Lucky for him, Sandra Babcock 

got hold of his file. But what hap: 
pens to all those other people sit- 
: ting on eee row, corting away in 


Staff 
Picks 


20% off the following titles 


A Wizard of Earthsea 
by Ursula LeGuin 
A fantasy tale both profound and wise, it is the 
story of a young man's growing understanding 
of the nature of power and the power of 
acceptance. 

Christine 


Remains of the Day 
by Kazuo Ishiguro 
The story is simple, but the words and emotions 
are complex. Ishiguro's prose is measured yet 
poetic and, like the tale it tells, ultimately 
poignant. 

Ron 


Hockey for Dummies 

by John Davidson with John 

Steinbreder 

Living ina city that eats, sleeps and breathes 

hockey isn't easy if you can't follow the game. 

This easy-to-follow book will take you through 

it step by step, complete with all the 

rules...without making you feel like a dummy. 
Carolyn 


The Complete Tales of 

Winnie-the-Pooh 

by A.A. Milne 

Great lessons of childhood and friendship for 

children of all ages. Winnie has humour, heart, 

and honey. You never can tell with bees! 
Michaelle 


Chapters Strathcona 
10504-82 Avenue 
Edmonton. AB 
T6E 2A4 
Ph: 435-1290 
Hours: 9 am - 11 pm daily 


BESTSELLERS 


Fiction: Hardcover 
)The Love of a Good Woman 
Alice Munroe (McClelland & Stewart) 
2)A Man in Full 
Tom Wolfe (Bantam) 
3)Bag of Bones 
Stephen King (Distican) 
4)Path of Daggers 
Robert Jordan (HB Fenn) 
5)Mirror Image 
Danielle Steel (Bantam) 
= Sn 
Non-fiction: Hardcover 
\)Titans 
Peter C, Newman (Penguin) 
2)In the Meantime 
ania Yanzant (Prentice Hall) 
Sapte Abundance | 
Sarah ban Breathnach (HB Fenn) 
4) Something More 
Sarah ban Breathnach (HB Fenn) 
5) The Eatons 
Rod McQueen (General) 
SCS ST) Soe 
Fiction: Trade Paperback 


s Bohjalian (Random Hous 
2)Tara Road 
Maeve Binchy ( 
3)Barney’s Vers 
Mordecai R 
4)Snow Falli 
David G 


McArthur & Co.) 


Non-fiction: Trade Paperback 
1)Don't Sweat the Small Stuff 
Richard Carlson (Hyperion) 
2)Beat ing the Dow 
Michael 0 Higgins (Harper Collins) 
3)Best of the Best of Bridge & More 
Best of Bridge 
4) Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul 
Jack Canfield et al (Thomas Allen & Sons) 
5)Chicken Soup for the Woman's Soul 
Jack Canfield et al (Thomas Allen & Sons) 

Sv Se 
Fiction: Mass Market | 
)laner Harbour | 

Nora Roberts (Berkley) 
2)Fear Nothing 

Dean Koontz (Bantam) 
3)Ghost 

Danielle Steel (Bantam) 
4)Numbered Account 

fickiat ert Reich (Bantam) 
5)Survival of the Fittest | 

Johnathan Kellerman (Bantam) 


BESTSELLER information 
compiled by 


| 
SMITHBOOKS 
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Peter C. Newman 
Titans up 


By DALE LADOUCEUR 


eter C. Newman has been called 
P: student of power. As a political 
columnist in 1960s Ottawa, he was 
able to get a firsthand 
look at how political 
power is wielded. But 
when he was given the 
position of Toronto Star 
editor-in-chief, Newman 
Was witness to the use of 
another, even more influ- $40 
ential kind of power— 
self-made young turks he calls the 
“Titans” 

“I discovered very quickly in 
Toronto that these people think they 
run the country; says Newman, “and 
I saw more and more evidence that 
they do. They are an unelected gov- 
ernment. They're the ones who 
make all the decisions that count, 
including electing and unelecting 
governments.” 

Newman has made a career of 
writing about Canadian power struc- 
ture. In 1974, he started his Canadi- 
an Establishment trilogy with The 
Old Order, in which he described 
old money and family dynasties. In 
1982, while Newman was editor-in- 
chief at Maclean's, a new establish- 
ment emerged from the west. New- 
man describes them as “the oil-patch 
boys, those guys who were real pio- 
neers in a way. This group provided 
the fodder for volume two of the tril- 
ogy, The / 

Three or four years ago, New- 
man noticed that “one by one, the 
family dynasties that ran the country 
disappeared. They had no more 
power because they had lost their 
companies.” Who took their place? 
The Titans 

“If men are from Mars and 
from Venus,” Newman 
writes, “the Titans who are taking 
over the Canadian establishment are 
from Pluto. They are not just another 
younger cadre of the rich and pow- 
erful who made up the original elite 
that I wrote about a quarter-century 
ago—they are a different breed” 


Acquisitors. 


women 


Always bet on Black 


Newman traveled the country and 


REVUE 


Titans © by Peter C. 
Newman ® Viking 


the world to research his book.As he 
talked with power brokers, he was 
often awestruck by the sheer power 
and economic clout many of these 
figures possessed. “Take someone 
like Conrad Black, who now owns 
the printed media in this country? 
says Newman. “People always ask 
me, ‘Does he tell the writers what to 
write?’ and I keep saying 
that he doesn't have to. 
He hires editors who 
have the same beliefs as 
he does, and the editors 
tell the writers what to 
write. He just knows 
who to hire, who to run 
those people.” 

The chapters in Titans sport eye- 
catching titles like “Fuck-You Money 
with a Social Conscience, “The 
Lucky Sperm Club” and “The Agony 
and the Ecstasy of Being Black, in 
which he offers this assessment of 
Conrad Black’s place in the Titan 
hierarchy: he is “able to behave like 
his fellow Titans; but they can never 
be like him. Gene pools spit out a 
Conrad Black every hundred years 
or so to remind us that anything's 
possible.” 

When I asked Newman how a 
supposedly democratic country 
could allow this level of monopo- 
lization in its print media, he gave a 
surprising answer:“I’m not worried 
about that. Newspapers are only 
one source of news. We have radio, 
[alternative] newspa- 
pers, and most of all, you have the 
Internet, which nobody can con- 
trol. So you can't monopolize news. 
You can monopolize newspapers, 
but with the Internet, you can have 
your own website where you can 
do whatever you want. That’s why 
it’s so empowering. Compared to 
television, which is a totally author- 
itarian medium, the Internet is total 
anarchy, and it’s the first time in his- 
tory that you have that much 
power and no control.” 


I'll BCNI in all the old 
familiar places 


television, 


In chapter seven, “Taking Over the 
National Agenda,” Newman goes into 
great detail about the little-known 
Business Council on National Issues, 
the nation’s most powerful econom- 
ic group. Founded in 1976, the BCNI 
represents interests totaling over 


$1.7 trillion, fueled by a roster 
that includes such household 
names as Alcan, Sears, CIBC, 
McCain, Manulife, Royal Bank 
and Air Canada. 

Under the guidance of its 
“messianic president, Tom 
d’Aquino, the BCNI wages a 
relentless lobbying campaign 
that massively influences the 
nation’s economic policies. 
Aside from printing open let- 
ters to the PM, the BCNI 
keeps busy behind the 
scenes. For instance, Newman 
tells the “amusing” story of 
how the BCNI revised the 
Canadian Competition Bill. 
Andre Quelette, Minister of 
Consumer Affairs for the 
Trudeau government, went to 
d’Aquino and essentially said, “We 
have all these revisions to the Com- 
petition Bill and none of them work. 
What'll we do?” d’Aquino said, “We'll 
write it for you.” 

“I know that’s hard to believe? 
laughs Newman, “but it’s true. Even 
harder to believe is that Ouelette 
said, ‘Great idea’ So this is the only 
country on earth where a Competi- 
tion Bill was actually written by the 
people it’s supposed to police.” 


New boss not same 
as old boss 


There's a big difference between the 
old money establishment and the 
young turks Newman deals with in 
Titans.“It’s effort, luck and chutzpah 
that determines the Titans’ ranks,” he 
writes,“not bloodlines, gracious man- 
ners or social conscience. Good 
breeding, it turns out, is for horses.” 

Newman describes the typical 
old money man as a guy with hairy 
ears who plays polo and wants to do 
his duty. New money, on the other 
hand, “has pierced ears and is on the 
waiting list for a cell-phone implant. 
New money tips lavishly and regards 
waiters as buddies. Old money tips 
with a dismissive wave of the hand 
and treats waiters as selfpropelled 
furniture. Old money prefers sub- 
dued shades of pastel; new money 
loves electric colours and compre- 
hends that polyester can be the stuff 
of haute couture.” 

Newman prefers to leave it up to 
the reader to use the information he 
offers up in Titans. “I'm not a 


Vue Weekly * December 17 - December 23, 1998 


Canadian establishment under new management 


Alvy Newman 


Peter C. Newman P Telling it like it is 


reformer, he says. “I'm a journalist. 
I'm not an advocate. I don’t advocate 
anything except what readers read 
between the lines. They can draw 
their own conclusions about what 
these people are doing in Canada, or 
with Canada. I use subtlety; I don’t 
crusade.” 


The oldest established 
permanent floating... 


When I asked what kind of an 
impact he would like the Canadian 
Establishment trilogy to have, New- 
man replied somewhat philosophi- 
cally.“There is change all the time. It’s 
a floating crap game, and that’s good. 
I think the books have provided valu- 
able insight into power and the peo- 
ple who wield power and how 
power has changed. It’s changed for 
the better because it’s more accessi- 
ble, which doesn't mean it's an ideal 
situation. Of course it isn’t. There 
should be a public sector pushing 
against these people, and there isn't. 
The private sector never encounters 
any resistance because they-control 
the public sector, and that’s what's 
wrong.” 

Newman has made waves in an 
ocean filled with big fish, but he 
never seems in danger of becoming 
bait. Doors which remain closed to 
most observers are open to him.As a 
result, we are privy to a wealth of 
information about this country’s 
richest and most powerful citizens. 
Titans provides its readers with a 
tantalizing supply of between-the- 
lines information. oO 


Cheviot case a 


By DALE LADOUCEUR 


hen I decided to write about the 

labyrinthine process which anyone 
who tries to question the government's 
judgment must undergo, the Cheviot Mine 
project seemed as perfect a case study as a 
writer could hope for, Cheviot was also an 
obvious topic to discuss, since I currently 
have a Cheviot-related appeal 
pending before the Environmen- 
tal Appeal Board (EAB). 

Just one evening before my 
appeal was due, I received a pack- 
age via courier from the EAB. It 
contained a copy of a letter from 
Alberta Justice lawyer Grant Sprague to 
Joanne Taylor-Weir, the EAB’s executive direc- 
tor and registrar of appeals, and her response. 

The letter asked her to comment on sev- 
eral preliminary issues regarding my notice 
of appeal. (All appellants are given copies of 
all documents which relate to their appeal.) 

The letter read:“First, the Director [Taylor- 
Weir] submits that the Appellant [me] has not 
established that she has ‘directly affected sta- 
tus’ The Director has little information regard- 
ing Ms. Ladouceur and would request an 
opportunity to comment on any submissions 
she makes in this regard. Second, the Direc- 
tor's substantive objection to this filed Notice 
of Appeal is s. 87(5)(b)(i). That section reads: 
The Board:shall dismiss a notice of appeal if in 
the Board’s opinion the person submitting 
the notice of appeal received notice of or par- 
ticipated in one or more hearings or reviews 
under the Natural Resources Conservation 
Board Act or any Act administered by the 
Energy and Utilities Board at which all of the 
matters included in the notice of appeal were 
adequately dealt with.” 


The Bill 39 steps 


The 20-page letter goes on to describe the 
hearings the Alberta Energy and Utilities 
Board(EUB)/Canadian Environmental Assess- 
ment Act Joint Review Panel conducted. Also 
included were print advertising layouts 
announcing the Review Panel hearings and, 
“for the assistance of the Board,” a description 
of the coal-mine application process. 

“The director submits that Ms. 
Ladouceur had been given notice of and had 
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environment 


commentary | 


legal labyrinth 


an opportunity to participate in a hearing 
before the Joint Review Panel [because of 
print advertising)” 

The letter also added, “The fundamental 
issuc raised by Ms. Ladouceur in her Notice 
of Appeal appears, with respect, not to be 
environmental in nature, but focuses on the 
broader issue of whether this project is in 
the public interest. Specifically, Ms 
Ladouceur seems to take issue 
with the balancing of the eco- 
nomic benefits of the project 
with the environmental impacts 
The Director submits that the 
determination of whether this 
project is in the public interest is 
solely a matter for the EUB” 

That last statement illustrates the dan- 
gers of the revised Bill 39 (otherwise known 
as the Environmental Protection and 
Enhancement Act). The term “public inter- 
est,” by definition, ought to include all mat- 
ters that concern the public. However, the 
Alberta environment appeal process only 
allows public input at the beginning of the 
process, and virtually rules out input alto- 
gether once things have been decided. 


Coal reporter 


Meanwhile, under the heading of “products 
and services” at the EUB_ website 
<www.cub.gov.ab.ca>, there is a large sec- 
tion devoted to coal which is stuffed with 
guides and reports, maps and charts, and 
drilling and well information. Why, then, is 
the EUB holding a position in the review 
process which should be held by an impar- 
tial group with no vested interest? 

Sprague’s letter concludes by saying, “It 
is respectfully submitted that the Board 
should dismiss this Notice of Appeal on the 
basis of s. 87(5)(b)()." I phoned Sprague the 
following morning to inform him that his 
letter was premature. 

“I just got it done early so I thought I 
would send it,” he replied. Sprague also 
added that the letter was in no way an 
attempt to quash my appeal. 

I requested a 24-hour extension from 
the court, arguing that the letter was a deter- 
rent to my ability to meet my deadline. The 
extension was granted and I submitted my 
appeal on December 10. AV) 
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Personal Growth 
& Development 
in Communication 


& Leadership 


Communication involves 
listening skills, 

giving appropriate feedback 
as well as public speaking 
abilities. 


Everyone is 
to leam more about comp 


offers several benefits: 


This is doneina : 
friendly environment of 
personal progress 

and mutual support 
during 2-hr. meetings. 
Meetings start at 

7pm Tuesday nights 
at 10451 - 170 St. 

Rm 112. 


http:/Atraining 


6. th > 


Instant Access: courses are available 7 days a week, 24 hours a day 

No Travel: you don't have to attend scheduled classes 

. High Quality: DPEC is a Microsoft Approved Independent Courseware Vendor 
Self Paced: leam when you want at the pace you are comfortable with 


Terrific Value: access all the available courses 
Wide Selection: over 170 courses 


Quick Reference: courses can be used as a just-in-time’ reference 
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By RICHARD BURNETT 


Out in Africa 


remember falling head over heels for Justin, 
fine 23-year-old cook on an overland truck I 
was riding from Nairobi to Harare a few years 
ago. One night, in the Tanzanian village of Mtu 
Wa Mbu, he and I ended up drinking Tusker 
lager in a makeshift pub, then stumbled out 
into the bush and walked hand-in-hand to our 
campsite 

We were happy, horny and hardly heeding 
the hyenas and their eyes glowing green in 
the night. But Justin pushed away my hand as 
we approached the campground’s Masai 
guards. Justin was genuinely scared in a conti- 
nent where Zimbabwean president Robert 
Mugabe is the most vocal homophobe, and 
where gays and lesbians are beaten, jailed and 
murdered every day. 

“If we accept homosexuality as a right, 
what moral fibre shall our society ever have 
to deny organized drug addicts, or even those 
given to bestiality, the rights they might claim 
under the rubrics of individual freedom and 
human rights?” Mugabe thundered at Zimbab- 
we’'s International Book Fair two years ago, 
later attacking homosexuality as a Western 
abomination and describing homosexuals as 
scum “worse than dogs and pigs.” 

So you can imagine Mugabe's fury and 
embarrassment when his close personal 
friend (and Methodist minister) Canaan 
Banana, Zimbabwe's first post-colonial presi- 
dent and 63-year-old married father of four, 
was convicted November 26 on 11 counts of 
sodomy, attempted sodomy and indecent 
assault of aides, bodyguards, gardeners and 
cooks employed in the presidential mansion 
during his 1980-87 term. 

Banana, who faces up to 22 years in jail at 
his January 18 sentencing, fled to Botswana 
last month, then to South Africa, when Zim- 
babwe demanded his extradition. Banana’s 
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December 2 mecting with Nelson Mandela in 
Pretoria enraged Zimbabwean officials in 
what observers now describe as a contest of 
wills between Mandela and Mugabe for moral 
leadership in Africa. 

South Africa is the first and still the only 
country in the world to enshrine the rights of 
gays and lesbians in its constitution. The coun- 
try's Supreme Court struck down the nation’s 
sodomy laws last month; Zimbabwe's laws 
enforce prison sentences without distinguish- 
ing consensual sex from homosexual rape 

Following Banana’s guilty verdict, the 
struggling queer-civiltights group Gays and 
Lesbians of Zimbabwe expressed hope the 
higher court will make that distinction 

“It is well known to this organization that 
individuals wishing to exploit homosexuals for 
financial gain are prepared to cry rape should 
their selfish requirements not be met” GALZ 
states. “The climate of hysterical homophobia 
pioneered by Mugabe has led to a sharp 
increase in blackmail, extortion and opportuni- 
ties for monetary gain, and it is clear that the 
Zimbabwean state has instigated a witch hunt 
against gay men for political purposes.” 

If that weren't enough, Zimbabwe this 
week finished hosting the cighth assembly of 
the World Council of Churches in Harare. Rep- 
resenting a flock of 400 million people from 
330 Christian denominations except the 
Roman Catholic Church, the 960 WCC dele- 
gates attended daily workshops through 
December 14 to discuss Africa’s international 
debt crisis, AIDS, the war in Congo and—wait 
for it—homosexuality. 

Greek and Russian Orthodox delegates 
predictably boycotted the opening worship 
service December 3, and Mugabe, in Rome at 
the time, attacked homosexuality on Vatican 
television.“God did not create us this way,and 
this is an area of revulsion to us in Africa,” he 
said. “But even there we find some people 
who say gays must be allowed. We pray that 
the Catholic Church will help correct this.” 

But South African Church of England Arch- 
bishop Desmond Tutu, when asked at the 
PeaceJam Youth Conference in Denver last 
month what injustice he most wants to 
reverse, said,“Will you give me two?” 

He then called on world leaders to forgive 
the mounting debts of developing nations. 
And the persecution of homosexuals, he said, 
is as unjust as apartheid, “Sexual orientation is 
like race,” Tutu told the students and 
reporters.*People do not decide to be gay any 
more than they decide to be black” 0 
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OA NOW OFFERS WEB-BASED TRAINING! 


seeking a fast, easy and inexpensive way 
ters. As a result, the use of 


web-based training is exploding. Web-based training 
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Communications of her own free will. 


Turn your creativity into a career. \ 


Earn a diploma in the performing, visual 
or communication arts. 
Transfer credits to university. 


Take a course in your spare time. 


Go ahead. Go to college! 


Performing, Visual & Communication Arts Division 


Arts Administration + Arts Outreach * 


+ Fine Art + Journalism 


Music * Native Communications * Theatre Arts * Theatre Production * 
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What Is It About A Candle And An Angel 
That Brings Out The Spirit Of Christmas? 


Figurines, decorations, 
and personal 


The hidden treasures 
of Christmas 


are revealed in expressions of 
a Candlemaker comfort, hope 
candle! and joy! 


Perfect Gifts For Every Soul On Your List! 


Collect your candle treasures on your own Treasure bracelet! 


CGndlemaker .. the ones with the treasure inside!” 


(Godlemaker. I Believe In Angels 


8124-103 Street 
in Old Stratchcona 


The Friendship Candle People 


Downtown 
in Eaton Centre 
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ladies’ clothes by Anne Hung 
mec. clot NW e:s, < 
third rail (shirt) 
Andrew Christian (pants) 


424.5973 


hair & make-up by YESS Hair 
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Lingerie as tasty as fine wine 


By MAUREEN MOORE 


kay, you can't stuff her in your 

Christmas stocking, but you 
can definitely make someone very 
happy with slinky, sophisticated 
and very sexy lingerie that will look 
great on anyone. 

“Lingerie is the perfect Christ- 
mas gift,” says Gloria Bar- 
rigan, owner of Night 
Owl Imports in Manulife 
Place, It’s intimate yet 
universal, and each 
piece can carry its own 
special message depend- 
ing upon the giver and 
the receiver. Barrigan 
has been in the under- 
garment business in 
Edmonton since 1983. She likens 
the growth of her business to the 
burgeoning appreciation for fine 
wines. 

“As baby boomers have aged, 
their tastes have become more 
sophisticated” says Barrigan. 
“Remember how Baby Duck used to 
be the most popular wine on a list? 
Well, it’s the same with lingerie—we 
want more selection with interna- 
tional influences and women of all 
ages are quite content to invest a lit- 
tle more in lingerie.And young peo- 


fashion 


Photos: Francis 


Tétrault ¢ Model: 
Jasmine © Assistant: 
Meghan Ivany 
Lingerie: Courtesy of 
Night Owl Imports 


ple are shopping for lingerie in 
unprecedented numbers. It seems 
the sensitivity of their moms is rub- 
bing off, plus there is no end of stim- 
ulus in the hordes of fashion maga- 
zines available.” 2 

The European influence is evi- 
dent in much of this season's lin- 
gerie, and some pieces work equal- 
ly well during the day. 
The floor-length gown 
shown above is by Flora 
Nikrooz of New York. A 
soft georgette with cut 
velvet, the material is 
smooth and comfort- 
able, yet incredibly 
beautiful. The bodice is 
French lace appliqué (as 
is the bodice on the 
skimpier outfit shown). 

“You can easily put a slip under 
this gown and wear it out for the 
evening,” says Barrigan. The same 
goes for the camisole shown. Made 
out of sheer tactel lurex mesh 
trimmed with Venice lace appliqué, 
this piece can easily be worn under 
an open blouse for a show-stopping 
affect. 

So go ahead, treat yourself or 
treat someone special—lingerie 
will be one of the best gifts you'll 
ever give or receive. iV} 
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“Rejuvenating the skin rejuvenates the soul 
and her ardor; her passion... her... ? 
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An economical 
explanation of 
service fees 


By JARON SUMMERS 


ear Mr. Summers, 

Since we regard you as a “part- 
ner” in our banking family, we at 
the Royal Bank appre- 
ciate your concerns. 

Rest assured, we look 

upon the administra- 

tion of your money as a solemn 
duty. 

You wrote to me that you felt 
we were “gouging customers with 
{expletive deleted] spiraling ser- 
vice fees.” Let’s look at the facts, 
Mr. Summers. 

Suppose you have an extra 
$100 and you partner with us by 
opening an account. 

After one year, we will pay you 
three per cent interest and you 
will have a hypothetical $103 bal- 
ance. We will have expenses such 
as political donations and green 
fees for our executives. Because of 
overhead, we have an annual ser- 
vice fee of $5. 

Bottom line: at the end of 365 
days, you will still have a $98 real 
balance and your money will be 
safe. It’s a win-win partnership. 


A syetemn of cheques 
and balances 


If you don’t want to keep your 
money in our bank, you can with- 
draw it at any time by writing a 
cheque. If a clerk cashes it for 
you, the Royal Bank charges a rea- 
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Xmas wishes from your banker 


sonable teller’s fee of $2. If you 
use an ATM convenience card, our 
service fee is only 50 cents. 

Your convenience card costs 
you $12.50 annually, but you can 
use it for many other transactions 
such as checking your account 
balance—and each time you use 
that card you gain air miles. Not 
many, but they mount up. Win-win 
again. 

How can we afford 
to keep our service fees 
so low? We augment our 
fees with the money 

people entrust us with 

Suppose that Customer B 
writes a cheque for $50 but only 
has $49 in our bank. (In our Far 
East branches, such an action 
would be punishable by public 
whippings, but in Canada we are 
more lenient.) If scmeone is a 
good customer, we will “lend” 
him or her a dollar so that the 
aforementioned $50 cheque will 
clear. 

Since we are in the business of 
managing money, we charge a 
nominal $20 overdraft fee (plus 
interest), The unpaid interest on 
the dollar is 18 per cent. This 
means that we must wait a full 
four years to double our money. 

During this time we have 
many expenses: bad debts, politi- 
cal donations, hiring people to 
foreclose on orphanages and so 
on. 

If we are patient, we are even- 
tually rewarded. One dollar at 18 
per cent over 100 years turns into 
$33 million. (We bankers call this 
the Rule of 72. Divide 18 into 72 
and you come up with four. That 
means our money doubles every 


four years. How many four-year 
periods are there in a century? 
Twenty-five. Just double a dollar 
25 times and you can arrive at the 
answer yourself. Good old com- 
pound interest.) 


To heir is human, to 
bank is a ripoff 


Happily, come rain or shine, your 
account will also continue to 
earn compound interest. Under- 
standably, bank service fees will 
erode your account if you do 
nothing. 

In the fifteenth year, if you (or 
your heirs) continue to neglect 
your account, we at the Royal will, 
as a courtesy, “absorb” your bal- 
ance to avoid further charges to 
your estate. A good thing, for we 
have a solemn duty to look after 
money in the manner that Our 
Father in Heaven directs us to 

So, to recap: We will, with hard 
work, have turned your 100 dol- 
lars into $3.3 billion. Your original 
$100 account will long ago have 
been’ closed because you aban- 
doned it. You will be dead or 
senile. 

Mr. Summers, I’m sure I need 
not remind you of the liability one 
faces when one’s partners are 
both dead and/or broke. 

Worse, as the years roll by, we 
will be burdened with more and 
more dead and senile customer- 
partners with no money. Conse- 
quently, your partners here at the 
Royal Bank feel justified in main- 
taining our present service fees. 

With warmest holiday wishes, 

John E. Cleghorn, Chairman & 
CEO © 


9:00 a.th.- 5:00 p.m. 


7609 115 Street, Rear, 
437-5254 


Functional Stoneware Pottery 


No GST for VOE 
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Poverty 


= continued from page 6 


the Canada Health and Social Trans- 
fer (CHST) entails a range of 
adverse consequences for the 
enjoyment of covenant rights by 
disadvantaged groups in Canada. 

The delegation provided no expla- 
nation for this inconsistency. The 
committee regrets that, by accord- 
ing virtually unfettered discretion 
in relation to social rights to provin- 
cial governments, the government 
of Canada has created a situation in 
which covenant standards can be 
undermined and effective account- 
ability has been radically reduced” 


The unkindest cuts of all 


8.°The committee is concerned that 
newly-introduced successive restric- 
tions to unemployment insurance 
benefits have resulted in a dramatic 
drop in the proportion on unem- 
ployed workers receiving benefits 
to approximately half of previous 
coverage... The fact is that fewer 
low-income families are eligible to 
receive any benefits at all. Part-time, 
younger, marginal, temporary and 
seasonal workers face more restric- 
tions and are frequently denied ben- 
efits, although they contribute sig- 
nificantly to the fund” 

9. “The committee received 
information to the effect on cuts to 
social assistance rates... These cuts 
appear to have had a significantly 
adverse impact on vulnerable 
groups, causing increases in already 
high levels of homelessness and 
hunger” 

10.“The committee expresses its 
grave concern at learning that the 
government of Ontario proceeded 
with its announced 21.6 per cent 


cuts to social assistance in spite of 
claims that it would force large num- 
bers of people from their homes.” 

11. “The committee is per- 
turbed to hear that the number of 
food banks has almost doubled 
between 1989 and 1997 in Canada 
and are able to meet only a fraction 
of the increased needs of the poor” 

12.“The committee is concerned 
about significant cuts to services on 
which people with disabilities rely 
The government failed to provide to 
the committee any information 
regarding homelessness among dis- 
charged psychiatric patients; the 
committee was told that a large num- 
ber of those patients end up on the 
street, while others suffer from inad- 
equate housing with insufficient 
support services.” 


Homeless situation is 
hopeless situation 


13.“The committee is gravely con- 
cerned that such a wealthy coun 
try as Canada has allowed the 
problem of homelessness and 
inadequate housing to grow to 
such proportions that the mayors 
of Canada’s 10 largest cities have 
now declared homelessness a 
national disaster” 

The council concluded their 
report by demanding that the Cana- 
dian Judicial Council provide all 
judges with copies of their report 
and inform the general public on 
the rights and obligations the gov- 
ernment should provide. They also 
requested “wide dissemination in 
Canada of its present concluding 
observations and to inform the 
committee of steps taken to imple 
ment those recommendations.” As 
things now stand, Canada’s prized 
number-one status is, deservedly, on 
very shaky ground oO 
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CONDITIONS REPORT 
The Rockies are expecting 
milder temperatures than most 
of the province. Most hills are 
experiencing good early ski con- 
ditions. Watch for the typical 
early season natural hazards. Cur- 
rent as of Wednesday morning, 
RABBIT HILL 
Excellent Conditions. Runs: 95% 
open and groomed in the last 24 
hours. All lifts operating. Base: 
54 cm.This week a trace of new 
snow. Boarder Park and the new 
half pipe are open 
SUNRIDGE 
Very good conditions on 
groomed runs. Base: 45cm. Snow 
making in progress. 6 runs, 3 lifts 
open. 2T-Bars and Bunny Hill lift 
open. Mini terrain park open 
FERNIE 800-258-7669 
Very good on groomed runs 
Base of 220cm. New: 37cm in the 
last 7 days. iMountains of Adven- 
turei 6 lifts open and 58 runs 
MARMOT BASIN 488-5909 

Excellent Conditions Heavy 
snowfall warning with 20cm on 
the way! Base: 50+cm. New 
50cm last four days! 

BANFF NORQUAY 

Manmade Base: 70cmi80cm 
Natural snow base 50-78cm 
New: 4cm in last 24 hours, 16cm 
in the past week. 25 runs open 
(90%).All lifts open. Snowboard 
Park is scheduled to open before 
Christmas 

SUNSHINE VILLAGE 496-7669 
100% natural snow! Base 
115cm+. New: 15cm. All lifts in 
operation 

LAKE LOUISE 800-258-7669 
Excellent to very good on fresh 
powder. and tracked powder. 
New: 1¢m in last 24 hours, 19cm 
imthe last 6 days. Mid mountain 
snow depth: 85cm 

NAKISKA 800-258-7669 
Excellent to very good condi 
tions on tracked powder, soft 
packed & machine groomed 
runs. New:Scm in 24 hours and 
20em in the Jast 7 days. Web site 
www.skinakiska.com 

FORTRESS 800-258-7669 
Excellent skiing and riding on 
powder, and soft-packed pow- 
der. News 0m, 45cm in last 2 
days. Rums.64% épen 
KIMBERLEY 800-258-7669 
Conditions: Very good to excel- 
lent. Trace of new and 52cm in 
the last 5 days. X-Country trails 
rated very good. 


Brought to you by | 
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Fernie P Bowl skiing 


ST. ne en a. Cr er. cr | 
Fernie expansion will bowl you over 


ph. 403 439 8180 fax. 403 439 8405 
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By HART GOLBECK Snowboarding and 

cardboarding 

I; you dream of skiing or boarding 
in powder-filled bowls, then Fer- 


nie is your ticket to paradise. Just 


Every year, Fernie hosts some very 
special events. On January 16, the 
six hours south of Edmonton and Powder 8 Championships will take 
across the B.C. border, you'll find place in the upper untracked bowls. 
Fernie Alpine Resort. It used to be The always-exciting Cardboard 
Fernie Snow Valley, the hill with Downhill Derby is on February 7th. 
lots of snow, but ever since a group Here, contestants use cardboard to 
headed by Lake Louise construct any type of 
kingpin Charlie Locke snow vehicle, which they 
bought it a year ago, Fer- then use to hurtle down 
nie has expanded into the mountain in front of 
the ranks of full-fledged spectators, timers and 
mountain resorts. judges. Creativity and durability 
The addition of two new quad always wins. Finally, the annual Griz 
chairs (which will open Christ- Days carnival runs from March 5 to 
mas day) has opened up three 7.This weekend features fun events, 
new bowl areas and doubled the a torchlight parade and fireworks. 
total skiable terrain. Two years Expansion hasn't just taken 
ago, | previewed the new terrain place on the slopes.Three new ski-to- 
via a snowmobile lift to the top of your-door establishments have been 
Siberia Bowl and discovered added to the existing four, and every- 
some incredible runs. The glades thing from luxurious condos to 
and cut runs were both superb, affordable hotel rooms is available. 
with the usual massive amounts The Griz Inn has a lounge with night- 
of snow all around. The new areas ly entertainment as well. In the 
provide runs for visitors of all morning you can just slip on your 
skill levels, from with easy runs boots, click onto your skis and head 
like Currie Powder and Gilmar for the lifts. The town of Fernie, only 
Trail to more difficult terrain, five minutes away, has hotels as well 
which bears appropriately fore- as bed-and-breakfast homes. 
boding labels like Concussion and As of the beginning of this week, 
Big Bang. Fernie already had 220 cm of snow, 
But even with all the new addi- with more on the way. If you still 
tions, the old terrain can’t be for- measure by the avoirdupois system, 
gotten. Lizard and Cedar bowls pro- then this may impress you: Fernie’s 
vide some awesome skiing. If you average annual snowfall is 29 feet.So 
like bouncing around amidst large put some snow tires on or call your 
pillows of snow, then Kangaroo favorite tour operator and head to 
and Boomerang are for you. Cruiser Fernie. Don’t forget your snorkel. O 
and Bear are groomed and allow for Reservations: 1-800-258-7669 
some high-speed arcs minus the Website: <wwwskifernie.com> 
bumps. E-mail: info@skifernie.com 


Snow Zone 
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For Advertising information, 
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at 426-1996. 


SNOW VALLEY 
Smt CLUB 


SUPERB SNOW 
RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD 
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How to pop your ski cherry 


py COLIN “ZEKE THE 
SKI FREAK” CATHREA 


irst-timers, or “ski virgins” as 
Pitney are affectionately known, 
come in all sizes, shapes, ages, and 
abilities. Luckily for them, 
learning to ski is easier 
now than ever before. 
Advances in equipment 
design have made skiing safer, more 
comfortable and a heck of a lot 
more fun. Today’s ski clothing will 
keep you warm and dry. Teaching 
techniques are more specifically 
tailored to each and every type of 
person. There are programs for 
older skiers, children, women, men 
and the disabled. 

The first thing I want to explain 
is why those of us who have skied 
for a long time continue to do so.To 
my mind, skiing is a great form of 
escapism. It not only takes you 
away from the dull routine of day- 
to-day life, but it also allows you to 
experience an unequaled sense of 
freedom. Ski runs occupy some of 


Lake Louise 


New Larch High-Speed 
Quad Now Open. 
Already 1/2 as much 


@Fortress 


snow as all of last year! 


the most beautiful scenery any- 
where in the world. When you've 
seen the view from the top of the 
Lake Louise ski area on a sunny day 
with fresh snow on the ground, 
you'll never forget it 

Not long ago,I spoke 
with a blind skier. He 
said skiing allows him 
to feel unrestricted by 
his disabilities. For the beginner, 
skiing is not as unnerving as many 
other sports. The beginner hill is 
just that: a hill for beginners. It’s 
much less intimidating than stand- 
ing on the first tee of a private golf 
course 

Don't try to teach yourself 
Don’t let your Uncle Herbie, who 
learned to ski just after the inven- 
tion of the chairlift, act as your 
instructor. I always feel sorry for 
people I see being taught by well- 
meaning friends who say things 
like, “Just wiggle your butt real hard 
to start the turn.” Natural athletes 
tend to want to teach themselves, 
but this is also a bad idea. They may 


have great balance and strength, 
but they will immediately begin to 
develop bad habits that will plague 
them later on 

Statistics show that after only a 
few lessons, most beginners can 
negotiate their way down more 
than half the marked ski runs in 
North America. Call any of the 
resorts listed in the Yellow Pages to 
get started. Even better, read Hart 
Golbeck’s “Area” articles right here 
in Vue Weekly to help you choose 
Call ski areas and ask about their 
packages, which include 
equipment, lift passes and lessons. 
If you've taken a lesson or two and 


rental 


want to head out for some practice 
ask one of your local ski shops for 
information on rental equipment 
upgrades as you begin to improve 
If you're going to have a hard time 
transporting the equipment, then 
rent it at the ski hill 

So get out there, my ski virgins 
and strap on some skis or a snow- 
board and prepare yourself for your 
first ski-gasm tv) 


What's Up at the Downhill Resorts 


FeRME 


Great conditions on 
220 cm base. 
New lifts scheduled to 
open December 25th. 


very good condition. 


sn 


All lifts open. 
Upper mountain 


Kimberley 
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THE FINEST IN SKI 
& SNOWBOARD 


7210-82 Avenue.= 
Edmonion 


Phone: 469-1502 / > 


The ineerior bs lines wit 
3M Thinsulate Insulation 


for the umost warmth and comfort 


Resorts of the 


Canadian Rockies Excellent conditions 
on 150 cm base. 
New lift scheduled 


to open Dec. 18th. : 
For snow conditions call (800)258-7669 


All lifts open. 
$29 adult lift ticket. 
Lots of new snow! 


KOKANEE BOARDER-X 


December 2K 1998 X Wintergreen (cancelled) 
January 2, 1999 Nakiska 

January 9, 1999 Fernie 

January 30, 1999 Lake Louise 


Registration at the hill, 8 am - 9 am. Helmets required. CASH PRIZES! 


save e up| 10. $24 every day with 
the Louise Plus Card, plus get 


M.P.O.Vancouver, B.C. VOB 3Y4 
So Ae 0 Cheque 
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A snow-boarder’s pot of gold 


Rebagliati 
continues to weed 

out the _ 

competition 

By JACK CHRISTIE 


oss Rebagliati pilots his truck 
Rovos the Vancouver-Whistler 
Sea to Sky Highway with the same 
finesse he used with his snowboard 
to win the gold medal at 
the 1998 Winter 
Olympics. He’s on the 
move again, headed to 
England for a prestigious ski-and- 
snowboard show, then on to Italy 
to team up with his friend Andrea 
Matteoli to help assemble a profes- 
sional snowboard-racing team. Mat- 
teoli, who no longer races, most 
recently served as an assistant 
coach with the Dutch national 
team 

Rebagliati is frank about his 
decision not to commit to any one 
of the World Cup tours this season: 
the Fédération internationale de 
ski, the International Snowboard 
Federation, or North America's 
fledgling Grand Prix circuit 

His position reflects that of the 
competitive—and increasingly 
lucrative—snowboarding scene 
Unlike elite skiing (or mountain 
biking), where top racers com- 
pete at a series of world-cup 
events run by one central govern- 
ing body, snowboarding is broken 
into events managed by rival orga- 
nizations, such as the above-men- 
tioned FIS and ISE 

In 1994, Rebagliati was a 


staunch supporter of the ISK an 
organization founded and run by 
snowboarders. 


Gold medal baggage 


Two years ago, for expediency’s 
sake, Rebagliati switched to the FIS 
tour. That move was triggered as 
much by Rebagliati’s desire to race 
at the Olympics—the FIS was the 
group chosen by the International 
Olympic Committee to certify ath- 
letes for Nagano—as it 
was by a sudden lack of 
sponsorship last season 
after he was dropped by 
Austria’s F2 snowboard company. 
Qudging by the instantaneous glob- 
al recognition that Rebagliati 
achieved in Nagano, one suspects 
there has since been more than a 
litle rueful second-guessing at 
company headquarters.) 

Rebagliati says a funny thing 
happened on the way to Nagano. 
He experienced every traveler's 
nightmare when an airline mis- 
placed all of his equipment. 

“I borrowed a speed suit and 
actually won the gold medal on a 
four-year-old, 186-centimetre 
board, the same one that I used to 
win the Super-G race at Whistler in 
1996,” he says. There must have still 
been some life left in the old board; 
according to Rebagliati, he was 
clocked doing 116 kilometres an 
hour. This year, Rebagliati has 
signed to ride 24/7 snowboards, 
manufactured in Washington state. 


Something for Lumpy 


The conversation swings to the 


person to whom Rebagliati dedi- 
cated his gold medal, Geoff 
“Lumpy” Leidel. This past January, 
Leidel was killed by an avalanche 
in Kokanee Glacier Provincial 
Park. Oddly enough, his friend's 
death affirmed Rebagliati’s feeling 
that his life is right on track. 

“Lumpy never held back,” he 
says.“Who knows what's going to 
happen? I'll probably be even 
more aggro this year—and enjoy 
myself as much as I can while I’m 
doing it.” 

A few things have changed 
since Rebagliati returned from 
Nagano—principally, his phone 
number. “Everybody from the 
RCMP to groups of girls from 
Ontario on speaker-phones from 
their bedrooms would call,” he 
says 

Still, there's nothing that 
Rebagliati won't discuss. “I’m as 
open as ever with nothing to hide. 
I'm still truckin’ along as I used to. 
It’s not so much that my life has 
changed; it’s more that I’ve 
changed other people’s lives. I'm 
not famous. Other people have 
made me famous. You can be good 
at being famous or bad, it’s part of 
the job. There are some people 
who are famous and who are good 
at being famous, but still come off. 
looking bad.” 

When asked to pair himself 
with his favourite musician, 
Rebagliati chooses Frank Zappa. 
“Give me something nonrepeti- 
tive, with a good bass line, and 
one of Zappa's 10-minute guitar 
solos,” he says.“That lasts me from 
the top to the bottom of Whistler 
Mountain.” iV) 
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Rabbit Hill 


The Largest Loc Local Ski & Boarding Center 


and 


By COLIN CATHREA and 
HART GOLBECK 


lympic trials and 
oi ulations 


an snow destroy a ski resort? It 

did at Whistler-Blackcomb 
when the Men's World Cup ski 
faces were canceled for the third 
year in a row. As you probably 
know, Vancouver has a bid in to 
host the Winter Olympics, with the 
alpine events to be held at Whistler. 
Sadly, fog, rain and snow have 
forced a cancellation of their ski 
races. FIS officials have said they 
doubt if the World Cup will make 
another stop in Whistler. This turn 
of events should have a significant 
effect on IOC voting. 


Tardy slip 


A funny story from a couple of 
weeks ago: it seems that Hermann 
Maier, arguably the best ski racer in 
the world, was arrested with a fel- 
low Austrian team member after 
one of the World Cup events held 
recently in the United States. Seems 
the boys were partying all night, 
and when they woke up at some 
stranger's house (hot ski babes/rac- 
ing groupies?), they realized their 
plane was leaving in 20 minutes. 
With no time to wait for a cab, they 
stole a mountain bike and started 
down the mountain to the airport. 
A couple of state troopers saw the 
pair flying by, one of them perched 
on the handlebars, at what they 
estimated to be 50 miles an hour. 
When the cops turned around and 


closed in, the skiers ditched the 


bike and made a run for the airport. 
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bars for a few minutes, the speedy 
twosome missed their flight. 


For when he gets 
the munchies 


The pizza deal did it—free pizza, 
eat-in or delivery, anytime he’s at 
home in Whistler. Yes, life is good 
for Olympic snowboard champion 
Ross Rebagliati. “That’s a big onc. 
I'm looking good,” Rebagliati said 
Wednesday, appearing calm and 
relaxed as a mob of reporters sur- 
rounded him after training for last 
week’s World Cup super-giant 
slalom race.The money is great. The 
Roots deal is nice. But what you 
have. to understand about 
Rebagliati is he really doesn’t care 
about the frills of fame and fortune. 
Give him a hill and a snowboard, 
and he’s happy. Unfortunately, our 
hemp-loving hero crashed at the 
bottom of the course with a great 
run under his belt. 


Rabbit transit 


Rabbit Hill's new half-pipe and 
snowboard park is open for board- 
ers. The half-pipe is competition 
size, and it’s the only one like it in 
Northern Alberta. It’s easily reached 
by the triple chair or T-bar, but on 
Saturday most boarders were just 
making the 90-metre trek from the 
bottom of the pipe to the top on 
foot. 

Rabbit Hill’s ski school is awe- 
some. Most times, when you regis- 
ter and pay for group lessons you 
end up with one-on-one tutoring 
because of the large number of 
instructors they provide. Only $18 
gets you or your kid on the hill for 
an hour and a half, learning the 
basics or developing further skills. 
Watching the professionally trained 
instructors sure makes you appre- 
ciate their talents and patience 
with kids. By the end of the session, 
my never-skied-before five-year-old 
was going up the rope tow and 
turning around the odd pylon on 
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Snowfall means windfall for jewellery buyers | 


TUESDAYS 
HIBALLS 


Store promotion 
creates flurry of 
customers 


By CHARLES MANDEL 


nere’s no business like snow 

business: that’s what one Edmon- 
ton jeweler found out last year 
when she made a bet 
with all her customers. 

Mary Martin, owner 
of Crowley's Jewellers & 
Goldsmiths, promised that if it 
snowed 7.5 centimetres or more on 
January 1, 1998, she would refund 
every purchase her customers made 
between November | and Boxing 
Day. Martin ended up paying out 
$500,000 to some 4,500 jubilant 
shoppers after it snowed 10.8 cen- 
timetres New Year’s Day at Edmon- 
ton International Airport. 

You'd think that after making a 
half-million-dollar payback, she 
would call it quits, but Martin is back 
at it again this year with the same 
bet. 

“We pray for it to snow,’ claims 
the 30-year-old jeweller, who says 
the unique promotion is great for 
business and helps distinguish her 
store from the 10 other jewellers in 
the same shopping mall.The cost to 
Martin is the insurance premium— 
she won't reveal the price—covered 
by Lloyd’s of London, an expense 
more than offset by the gain from 
sales and promotion. Already, she 
says, November's business is up 50 
per cent from last year. 

And why not? By all accounts, 
Martin made a lot of people happy. 
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For example, she points to the 11- 
year-old girl who purchased a $50 
ring on a six-month layaway plan 
“She was buying this for her mom, 
Martin recalls, “and she'd come in 
with her coins—her allowance 
money—and put payments on it” 
On January 1, Martin came into the 
store, where the phone was ringing 
nonstop. The first call she answered 
was from the young girl, who started 
to cry tears of joy 


Money in the 
(snow)bank 


Other winners included a business- 
man who received the largest 
refund: $40,000 for rings, watches 
and other jewellery; and a member 
of Martin’s staff, whose fiancé visited 
the store and bought her an engage- 
ment ring. Martin appraised the one- 
karat diamond's value at $10,000 

Amazingly, only two centime- 
tres of snow fell the December 
before the wager date. “People 
were golfing on New Year's Eve," 
Martin says. “I really feel angels are 
watching over us.” 

The promotion was not with- 
out controversy, however. Some 
naysayers cried foul, pointing out 
that in Edmonton proper, it only 
snowed 6.6 centimetres on January 
1, almost a full centimetre short of 
the magic number. But Ken Nelles, 
a forecaster with Environment 
Canada, says Crowley wasn’t 
pulling a snow job; most likely, the 
insurance company would have 
insisted on a place with manned 
observation to ensure an accurate 
snowfall reading.“It depends on the 
insurance policy,” he says. 
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Rainfall bet a washout 


Martin also tried a similar promo- 
tion over Victoria Day, which 
required a certain amount of rain to 
fall for customers to win refunds. “I 
picked Victoria Day because any 
time I've wanted to go away on a 
long weekend, it’s rained” Martin 
jokes. Sure enough, rain fell—but 
only on Monday of the long week- 
end, not Friday, as the bet required 

This New Year's, the odds, as 
determined by the insurance com- 
pany and based on Environment 


a ROSAS, 45 


Canada statistics, are one in four. 
Those figures compare very 
favourably to last year, when book- 
ies were laying odds of one in 18 
Not surprisingly, customers 
from last year are taking their 
chances again. Samantha Woolscy 
a 31-year-old registered nurse from 
Sherwood Park, says her wager last 
year was relatively minor: an car 
ring and pendant set worth $200 
This year, she’s upping the stakes 
with a $600 watch. “Realistically, I 
was going to buy it for him any 


way, but this makes it fun.” AV) 


Good Fer ONE Free Entry 
Until 10 pm 


9920 - 62 Ave Ph: 433-3663 
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By DAVID DiCENZO 


A scorekeeper’s 
nightmare 


t sounds like your typical final 
| ieegeetincd fk 28, Buffalo 12. 
But this was no inter-league foot- 
ball exhibition between the Eski- 
mos and the Bills (as i—this was 
the final result in the Drillers 
December 11 win over the Bliz- 
zard in NPSL action. Talk about 
pure excitement—any team who 
can ring up those kind of numbers 
deserves some praise. Only two 
players on the Drillers’ roster held 
the dubious distinction of not hay- 
ing scored a point on the night— 
we'll withhold the names seeing 
as they probably did stuff that 
“doesn’t appear in the box 
scores.” (Don’tcha love sports 
clichés?) Anyways, Edmonton man- 
aged to set a number of season 
records (obviously): most points in 
a game, biggest margin of victory 
and most consecutive points in a 
game (12). Perhaps the Drillers 
had some extra motivation, consid- 
ering their teammate Lloyd Barker 
and local hockey player Aaron 
Moser spoke to the crowd prior to 
the game about their respective 
spinal chord injuries. In a first- 
class move, the Drillers donated 50 
per cent of the gate revenues for 
the night to both individuals. It 
was a fantastic evening for a num- 
ber of reasons and a stirring 
reminder of what’s important in 
life—sports being way down on 
that list. I find it hard to compre- 
hend the grumblings of athletes 
renegotiating contracts or refusing 
to budge during a lockout when 
an 18-year old kid who may never 
walk again still holds his head 
high. 


No (golf) balls 


by Sue Moss 
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It’s a strange thought—what do 
you do when you're a professional 
golfer and you get pounded into 
oblivion in your most recent com- 
petition? I guess you call up the 


This New Mears ve... 


nearest hockey rink and start 
booking ice times. Well, perhaps 
not, but the American team that 
got smoked Down Under in the 
President’s Cup last weekend must 
be looking for some way to occu- 
py the next few days, bearing in 
mind that golfing is probably the 
last thing they want to do—Team 
USA lost to the International line- 
up by a staggering amount, 20.5 to 
11.5. The players from around the 
world seemed a little miffed that 
the Americans, in expected fash- 
ion, seemed to underplay the great 
golfing exhibition of the victorious 
team. Tiger Woods, for example, 
made references to the golfing 
gods not being on their side and, 
according to the Houston Chroni- 
cle, said, “When a team holes out 
from 40 feet or chips in or makes 
it from the fairway, what are you 
going to do? It just happened to be 
that way.” Never mind that you got 
your collective asses kicked, eh 
Tiger? How do you spell class? It 
sure ain't A-m-e-r-i-c-a. 


Brown gets the green 


So pitching ace Kevin Brown 
signed (insert hard swallowing 
sound) a seven-year contract worth 
$105 million. Sure, $15 mil a year is 
pretty decent cake, but broken 
down, the numbers are even more 
absurd, Based on his pitching activ- 
ity this past year, Brown will earn 
about $500,000 every two weeks 
and about $50,000 for every single 
inning he pitches. “Oh, that’s three 
outs—another 50 G’s please,” you 


might hear him say.Damn,I need to ~ 


talk to my boss. 
Flights of fancy 


Houston Astros general manager 
Jerry Hunsicker recently called the 
demands of five-time Cy Young 
award winner Roger Clemens 
“mind-boggling.” Earlier this week, 
the Associated Press reported that 
Clemens’s agents are seeking to 
have his current contract extended 
one year for an additional $27.4 
million, bringing the total to $43.5 
million for a three-year contract. 
The kicker is: according to major 
league sources, Clemens wants the 
use of his own plane! I'm officially 
speechless. (Note: For those who 
think “perspective” is a four-letter 
word, please re-read the last line of 
the first sports note.) iV] 
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Lickety Split ends? 
Not yet! 


| How do you tell how a band’s first- 
ever gig went? Well, a sure sign of 
success is whether or not they ever 
play a second gig. Lickety Split will 
make that second-gig benchmark 
(hursday night when they open the 
Slow Fresh Oil show at Mickey 
Finn's. The band debuted at the 
Windsor Pub on a hot night this past 
july. Audio problems marred the 
group’s inaugural set, but it didn’t 
jJampen the enthusiasm the jam- 
packed house had for the group's 
eclectic choice of cover songs. 
There’s a heavy emphasis on 
cheese,’ laughs bassist Kara Zutz as 
she enumerates the set list full of 
| improbable juxtapositions _ like 
| AC/DC and Peggy Lee. Zutz, though, 
| insists it works well in front of a well- 
| oiled club audience. Lickety Split 
| also features one-time Nowhere 
Blossom drummer Andrea Hiob, 
who switched to rhythm guitar for 
this project, Erin Zier on drums, Rhea 
Kakoullis on lead guitar and Terri 
Critchley is the band’s singer. Regard- 
less of how the Mickey Finn’s audi- 
ence greets them, Lickety Split will 
be going on hiatus for the beginning 
of 1999.“Rhea is working on a Mas- 
ters degree in Calgary, says Zutz,“so 
it's been hard for her to drive to 
Edmonton to practice. Terri’s got 
some work pending in Ft. McMurray 
that will take her away for a few 
| months.” Ouch. Just when people 
were getting used to hearing Abba 
and Dwight Yoakam songs in the 
same set. So try to get to Mickey 
Finn's early (around 9:30 p.m.) on 
Thursday ‘in order to see the second 
live show from Lickety Split. When, 
or even if, a third gig will happen is 
very much up in the air. 


“Feel Kings, nothing 
more than Feel Kings” 


The Feel Kings have been quietly 
making music in some of Edmon- 
| ton’'s less publicized venues for the 
| last eight years.They regularly play at 
the Road House on Stony Plain 
Road, for example, which is where 
| you can see them December 17-19. 

The band is fronted by guitarist 
| Doug Jensen, who has a long pedi- 

gree in the city’s music scene. Jensen 
| Was a principal member of Jensen 

Interceptor, a band whose RCA-dis- 
| tributed album in the early ‘80s 
| yielded the cross-Canada hit “Tiny 
Thing.” Jensen has been involved in a 
host of projects since those salad 
| days, but the Feel Kings have been a 
| comfortable home for him for much 
of this decade. “We've tried having 
front people and other instruments 
in the group,’ he says sagely, “but it 
always Seems to come back home” 
Home, in this case, is the classic 
blues-based rock trio featuring 
Jensen on guitar and vocals, Brent 
Collission on drums and Mike 
Williams on bass. Jensen maintains a 
high-end studio set up in his home, 
and it’s there that the Feel Kings 
have been working on a proposed 
CD.*We've got 26 songs in the can,’ 
he says,“and once we decide which 
Ones measure up, we hope to release 
4 dise in the spring.” At that point, 
some of Bdenonton'4 showcase 
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rooms may take a greater interest in 
the Feel Kings 


Just another manic 
Fat Tuesday 


Get it straight —Fat Tuesday plays on 
Thursdays at O’Byrne’s in Old Strath- 
cona.“Actually, says bandleader Dave 
Babcock, “Fat Tuesday is another 
name for Mardi Gras." The New 
Orleans Mardi Gras and that city's 
steamin’ musical vibe is one element 
of the main course that Fat Tuesday 
serve up during their performance 
“The band plays what I call the ‘Gulf 
Coast’ style of music,” says Babcock 
“You'll hear the New Orleans thing 
in it along with some Tex-Mex and 
zydeco.” The Gulf Coast sound is 
made up of all the musical styles that 
flourish in that big arc of America 
that surrounds the Gulf of Mexico 
It’s not a sound that's typically heard 
on an Edmonton stage, but it’s this 
uniqueness that keeps Fat Tuesday 
gigging steadily.“We played regularly 
this summer on the Edmonton 
Queen riverboat, recalls Babcock, 
“and we've been playing at 
O’Byrne's since September.”The pub 
will be reviewing their booking poli- 
cy over the holidays to decide 
whether Fat Tuesday will hang on to 
their Thursday-night slot in the new 
year. In the meantime, the five-piece 
(besides Babcock on saxophone and 
vocals you'll see Jason Kodie on 
accordian and vocals, Greg Smith on 
guitar, Gary Meyers on bass and Lyle 
Molzan on drums) are completing 
work on a demo CD at Midi City stu- 
dio in northeast Edmonton. “It’s basi- 
cally a shopping tool to see if we can 
expand the band’s bookings and 
maybe land some festival dates next 
year” says Babcock. Talk nice to the 
lads when you see them, and maybe 
they'll release this “shopping” CD to 
the listening public. It sounds like it 
might have the sort of sizzle that 
shouldn't be restricted to club and 
festival bookers 


Bellamy reads between 
the Pipelines 


I've just come off the summer of 
my career” That’s the word on the 
last six months of 1998 from Bon- 
nyville country singer Clayton Bel- 
lamy. He'd been slogging it out on 
the prairie country-bar circuit for a 
couple of years before landing him- 
self a bit of a break early in'98. “I 
had a single called ‘Pipeline’ 
released on the Nashville North 
label earlier this year, enthuses Bel- 
lamy, “and it picked up a fair 


amount of air play.”The Calgary pro~ ~ 


motions company specializes in 
discovering new country talent and 
giving it a bit of an initial promo- 
tional push; the company runs a 
free stage each year at the Calgary 
Stampede and Bellamy was a fea- 
ture attraction on the Nashville 
North stage at the last Stampede. 
“Pipeline”’s success also led him to 
appearances at the Big Valley Jam- 
boree in Camrose, Klondike Days 
and that de rigueur stop on the 


eo circuit, the Ivan 
an: mei Se Launtiten® A, 


Daines Cowboy Picnic in Innisfail, 
Alberta. Bellamy's tour schedule 
has been quieter this fall, because 
he’s been busy in the studio record- 
ing a five-song EP Johner Brothers 
producer Bart MacKay helmed the 
production in Saskatoon at Sound- 
edge Productions. The CD is com- 
pleted, and Bellamy expects to 
release the indie disc at a series of 
release parties across Western 
Canada in January, The Edmonton 
soirée is on tap for the third week 
of the first month of 1999; in the 
meantime, Bellamy is in Edmonton 
for a three-night stand (December 
17-19) at the Rattlesnake Saloon 
He'll be prominently featuring 
material from that upcoming disc 
all this weekend 


Everything's coming 
up Rosa 


American Rosa have been a week- 
end fixture at the city’s premiere 
Latin club, La Habana, for several 
years running. But the group will 
be taking a bit of a break in the new 
year as leader Sergio Gonzalez Jr. 
tours South America 
through March. “I want to get in 
touch with my roots, says Gonza- 


January 


lez,” and see what's fresh in the var- 
ious South American music scenes.” 
American Rosa played quite the 
compendium of Latin music styles 
when the group first got going in 
the mid-’90's “But now we're play- 
ing mostly in the 
explains Gonzalez, “ 


salsa style,” 
and the band 
has expanded to nine pieces.” He's 
contemplating recording a new 
American Rosa CD (the band”s 
debut was issued in 1995) upon his 
return; he'd also like to tour with 
the group.“Just before I leave, we're 
going to play a new Latin club in 
Calgary; Gonzalez proudly reports. 
“That gig was by invitation, and 
we've been getting an increasing 
number of requests to play outside 
Edmonton. I'd like to accept a few 
of those invitations and tour Ameri- 
can Rosa in 1999." It'll be a loss for 
the regulars at La Habana, who are 
used to seeing the group every 
weekend, but it'll will open some 
new vistas for American Rosa in the 
new year. 


Now that’s Expo-sure 


Feeding Francis, Judgemental, 
Morally Sound, Pugnacious, Dive, 
A-Jo, Septimus and Second Sun are 
the local and regional acts you can 
enjoy at Edmonton Band Expo ‘98. 
The weekend-long showcase of 
local bands and vocal talent is run- 
ning on four different stages in the 
Pins & Cues Entertainment Centre 
in Westmount Mall. Artists are com- 
peting for cash, free recording stu- 
dio time and a chance to be one of 
17 acts featured on the compilation 
CD that will be issued later this 
year. Band Expo '98 runs from 1 
p-m. to 1 am, December 19-20. 
With an admission charge of only 
$6, it’s the cheapest music 
marathon to hit the city in recent 
memory. oO 
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Agogo takes a 
global approach to 
ar 


By DAVID DiCENZO 


ippy Agogo has wandered far 

from what you would call a con- 
ventional musical career. His fusion 
of numerous styles— 
world, trance, folk, indus- 
trial—surely puts him in 
a category all his own, 
but it’s his unique take 
on the world that is 
embedded in the very 
fibre of his songs. 

Deep, introspective, 
at times melancholy— 
these are accurate descriptions of 
the Vancouver resident and the 
music he plays. It was Tom Harri- 
son, a writer for Pacific Press, who 
hit the nail on the head back in 
1996 when he called Agogo an 
“enthusiastic, world-hopping, 
instrumentinventin’ eccentric 
either years ahead of his time or 
several yards out of his mind” 

Agogo will tell you without hes- 
itation that he likes that summary. 

“Tom Harrison alerted me to the 
fact that I may be doing stuff ahead 
of my time, he says.“It’s nice to hear 
that—I think he’s got it right on. I 
could have gone a different route 
and made a lot more money, but I 
wouldn't have been happy. 

“My instruments are my tools, 
my lunchbox,” Agogo continues. “I 
just go to work every day.That’s how 
I had to do it.” 


Cruz-in’ through 
the ghetto 
in the 


He refers to those “tools” 


plural for very 


good reason— 


experimental 


Tippy Agogo * 
Sidetrack Café ¢ Dec. 
22 © First Night 

Festival ¢ Dec. 31 
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Musical genius or out of his mind? 


Agogo’s talents aren't limited to, 
say, the guitar or drums. He is an 
experimentalist at heart who 
includes as many instruments in a 
piece of work as he deems neces- 
sary in order to complete it. He 
even creates his own instruments, 
claiming that the more he has 
around him, the better. 

Agogo's upbringing in Santa 
Cruz was a strong influence on his 
oddball, homemade 
music. “My mother used 
to work as a teacher in 
the ghettos of Santa 
Cruz,” he says. “The His- 
panic kids would make 
instruments out of 
garbage cans and all 
sorts of stuff. These 
were displaced people, 
and that’s how it all started for me. 
The music they could create was 
melodic and funky” 

This unique socialization was a 
precursor to the experimental 
brand of music Agogo has become 
known for. His 1997 release,Holy 
Crow, a CD with four epic tracks, 
was the latest addition to an eclec- 
tic body of work.Agogo got togeth- 
er with friends Ryan Moore, Dick 
Doobin and Daryl Neudorf (a 
famous name, thanks to his involve- 
ment in Sarah MacLachlan’s court 
case—about which Agogo simply 
says,“The music industry i$ missing 
the point”) to complete this three- 
day musical experiment. 

He sees the disc as more of a 
sampler and promotional tool—a 
brief interlude between full-length 
CDs. That’s not to say the project 
lacked thought or sincerity—on 
the contrary, there's a deep mes- 
sage in the disc’s four “movements.” 
Take “Hollis Brown,’ a track written 
years ago by Bob Dylan, for 
instance. 

“The song is about a starving 


all that 


By PETER NORTH 
Dubyk cubed 


Te is just about the toughest time 
of the year to hunt down jazz 
music in this city, rivaled only by the 
weeks following the Jazz City Festi- 
val. But that doesn’t mean there 
aren't a couple of options for those 
who need their weekly fix of jazz. 
This Friday, tenor saxophonist 
Jerrold Dubyk will be leading the 
final date in '98 at Zenari’s On First. 
Dubyk, who from time to time can 
be heard as a member of The Craft, 
will be fronting a trio and will no 
doubt be playing some of his original 
tunes between 8 p.m. and midnight. 
As usual, there’s no cover charge at 
this intimate eatery just off the 
northeast corner of Jasper Ave and 
101 St. The music at Zenari’s will 
heat up on January 8, when the fiery 
sounds of Latin percussionist Tilo 
Paiz kick off the '99 calendar year. 


Perry trio gets malled 


While it’s not a jazz gig in the con- 
ventional sense, you can also catch a 
trio of fine musicians over at South- 
gate Mall every evening from Satur- 
day through Wednesday, December 
23.PJ.Perry, guitarist Bob Cairns and 
bassman Mike Lent will be entertain- 


ing last-minute Christmas shoppers 
from 6 to 8 p.m. in the mall’s Food 
Fair. “We've been having a lot of fun 
playing not only Christmas tunes but 
some jazz standards. People are real- 
ly enjoying it and letting us know 
that,” says Lent, who just returned to 
Edmonton following another tour 
with Jann Arden. 

He mentioned in passing that the 
group has been batting around the 
idea of recording some Christmas 
tunes with a jazz flavour, and judging 
by the firsthand market research 
they've done, maybe the trio should 
do more than consider it. 


Give the gift of Miles 


If you're looking for that last 
minute gift for the jazz buff on your 
list, you can't go wrong with a cou- 
ple of items that once again con- 
firm that Miles Davis was as impor- 
tant a figure as the jazz world has 
ever known. 

On the heels of the six-CD set 
The Complete Studio Recordings of 
the Miles Davis Quintet Columbia 
has now issued Miles Davis: The 
Complete Bitches Brew Sessions. 
Once again, everything from the 
packaging (including a heartfelt and 
insightful essay from Carlos Santana 
in the liner notes) to the sequencing 
of the material is first-class. The first 
six tracks in the collection are the 
pieces that made up Bitches Brew 
when it was released in 1970. The 
rest of the four CD set then rolls 
through material from Big Fun, Cir- 
cle In The Round and Live Evil, as 
well as nine previously unreleased 

_euts. 
°C This ‘material pretty much rep- 


tions}. 


man, and nobody gives a shit,” say. 
Agogo. “We have lost something i) 
this society today. In my grandfa. 
ther's time, there was a real spirit of 
‘If you're in need, then someboc, 
will help.” 


Can you tell me how to 
get to Tippy’s Street? 


Agogo dislikes that trend of selfish; 
ness and has taken the time to lend 
a hand to several community actiyj- 
ties, even if others fail to do the 
same. He enjoys working with kids 
and in the new year, Agogo plans to 
continue a séries of children’s work 
shops he conducts which teach 
young people about music—and, in 
the process, about life. 

“I get them to internalize the 
music—get them to understand the 
idea that music is something with 
in, he says.“I teach them about the 
space between the notes, rhythm 
and melody. We also build instru. 
ments, learning the art of recycling 
One of the essential lessons here is 
collectively working with other peo- 
ple” 

Agogo is much more than a 
musical hack looking to score a 
deal, although he admits some extra 
cash would come in handy for 
future projects. But he derives most 
of his pleasure from the craft itself 
and his ever-changing methods and 
approaches set him apart from most 
other musicians on the scene. 

His success as a world music 
artists is particularly appropriate for 
someone who takes a global per- 
spective to his work. 

“I've learned that it’s more than 
just about me,” says Agogo. “There’s 
a lot going on in people spiritual- 
ly—I've continued to learn that life 
is a pretty amazing thing and I want 
to stick around to see what hap- 
pens.” iV] 


resents the foundation of jazz 
fusion, and the list of contributing 
players is astounding. John 
McLaughlin, Chick Corea, Bennie 
Maupin, Tony Williams, Harvey 
Brooks, Keith Jarrett, Billy Cobham, 
Ron Carter,Airto Moreira, Don Alias, 
Jack DeJohnette, Lenny White and 
Dave Holland, along with the three 
aforementioned heavyweights, 
sprayed some of the funkiest elec- 
tric sounds ever heard across a 
musical canvas that fairly dripped 
with improvisation, 

The other new addition to the 
Miles library is the revised edition of 
British journalist lan Carr’s biogra- 
phy of the legendary trumpeter 
Originally published in '82, the book 
includes good information about the 
years immediately following John 
Coltrane's departure from the Davis 
ensemble, and Davis’s somewhat tor- 
turous self-imposed exile from music 
in the early ‘80s. Insights from 
notable musical chemists like Dave 
Holland, Joe Zawinul and Dave Lieb- 
man have been expanded upon 
alongside some new observations 
from John Scofield, Jack DeJohnette 
and Ron Carter. The book makes 2 
great companion piece to Davis’ 
own 1989 autobiography, simply 
titled Miles, which showed what 2 
razor-sharp memory the. late musi 
cian possessed, 

Last but not least, if you need a 
more affordable hit of Miles, you 
can snap up an hours’ worth of 
electric Miles for eight to ten bucks 
on Sony’s This Is Jazz #38 release. It 
features some hot tracks from Get 
Up With It, Live At The Fillmore 
West, Filles De Kilimanjaro, Direc- 

bive Beijand Star People. O 
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By DAVID DiCENZO 


s the saying goes, Rome wasn’t 
uilt in a day—so perhaps it 
was fitting that when local music 
man John Armstrong came up with 
the idea of putting A Christmas 
Carol to music, the process took a 
little time to unfold. About nine 
years, in fact. 

The unique Christmas Carol 
Project, now in its third year, has an 
extremely democratic quality to it. 

“This show belongs to the 
Edmonton music com- 
munity, says Armstrong. 
“This is by the people 
and for the people. I've 
always liked that it’s 
accessible—Dickens 
would have liked it sim- 
ply because it és for the 
people.” 

Ebenezer Scrooge 
strumming a guitar? The ghosts of 
Christmas past, present and future 
singing a few ditties? Why not, fig- 
ures Armstrong. What he’s done is 
take the classic Charles Dickens 
tale and put it to music, with origi- 
nal songs penned by the cream of 
Edmonton’s _ singer/songwriter 
crop. Each performer plays a char- 
acter of the story, expressing their 
thoughts through song, while Ken 
Brown provides narration, stringing 
the tale together. 

The cast is a Who’s Who of 
Edmonton music—Bill Bourne as 
Scrooge, Tom Roschkoy as Bob 
Cratchit, Kevin Cook as the ghost 
of Marley, Maria Dunn as Tiny Tim 
and Terry Morrison, Al Brant and 
Dale Ladouceur as the ghosts of 
Christmas past, present and future. 
Their collective talents, combined 
with one of the most recognizable 
| Stories ever told, make fora memo- 


variely 


Third annual 
Chistmas Carol 
Project © Catalyst 
Theatre ® Dec. 18-20 


writing, process, she called upon 


“I just love Dickens,’ says Arm- 
strong. “He was great, and the story 
is great as well. The reason that this 
works is because there are so many 
strong character parts. Usually, a 
story has no more than three pro- 
tagonists, but this one has seven” 

Armstrong first came up with 
the idea for the Christmas Carol 
Project about 12 year ago, but 
decided to put it to rest. Four years 
back, the thought resurfaced, so he 
ran it by Ladouceur, Roschkov and 
Cook, among others. The current 
cast is exactly the same 
as the one that opened 
the show up for a one- 
night performance in 
1996, even though 
there were a few things 
to overcome from the 
get-go. 

“Some people were 
initially interested but 
found it tough to write a song with 
a framework already set out for 
them,” says Armstrong. 


A Dunn deal 


One of the cast members who had 
absolutely no opposition to the 
idea was the diminutive Dunn, a 
natural for the role of Tiny Tim. 

“I thought it was a great idea? 
she says. “Initially, | was asked to be 
the maid who sees Scrooge after his 
revelation. I found it really exciting 
to be given a character and asked to 
write a song about their experience. 

“The person who was originally 
supposed to play Tiny Tim had to 
back out, so they said, ‘Hey Maria, 
why don’t you do it?” 

To prepare for the role(s), Dunn 
decided to brush up on 
of the classic tale. During the song- 


Sim film version of A Christmas 
Carol and also went back to read 
the book—an experience that was 
truly rewarding and helpful for her. 

“The book itself is just a won- 
derful piece of literature—sharp, 
witty, beautiful” says Dunn. 

“The song that I wrote from the 
maid's perspective [‘Scrooge’s Jig’) 
was from what I remembered of 
the film,” she continues. “I was try- 
ing to write from this perspective 
of having met someone who was 
such a meanie but undergoing this 
amazing transformation—as if he 
must be crazy. It’s much more than 
a musical theatre approach to song- 
writing. John had dropped off a 
tape of what people had been 
doing so far—and then the song 
came to me, and opened up a 
whole new world” 

It was prior to writing the Tiny 
Tim song,“God Bless Us Everyone,” 
that Dunn went over the book 
again. She refers to that as a turning 
point for her in terms of gaining 
some useful perspective. 

“Tiny Tim is a beautiful little 
character, and I didn’t realize that 
so much,” says Dunn. “From what 
others say of him, he is wise and 
hopeful, given his circumstances. 
He's a pretty deep little guy. God, if 
I could be half as wise and half as 
deep, that would be great.” 


Bourne to play Scrooge 


Dunn isn’t the only one who's a 
natural for her role—Bourne can 
probably take clothes from his own 
wardrobe with his Scrooge-like top 
hat and traditional turn-of-the-cen- 
tury (the /ast century, that is) duds. 
And Ladouceur is as much a social 
activist as she is a musician—the 


ghost of Christmas future suits her ( 


a) ee) ee 


The Christmas Carol Project 
has given these local musicians an 
opportunity that doesn’t come 
along too often. Following the per- 
formance of the story, the night 
closes with a dance party cabaret 
where all the individual players 
take their kick at the can as the 
entire group plays back up. 

“They're a fairly happy little 
family’ says Armstrong. “Bill was say- 
ing that it’s like a dream band with 
seven lead singers. They're multi- 
instrumentalists as well, and for any 
performer to have all those 
resources to draw on is great. It’s a 
real treat for them.” 

The depth and originality of 
this production has become quite 
obvious over the last three years. 
The one-night performance in 1996 
was expanded last year, and this 
season, the demand for tickets was 
so high that an additional show was 
added to the schedule, That means 
approximately 500 people will be 
taking in the Christmas Carol Pro- 
ject this year—which begs the 
question, “What next?” 

“I would like to see the show 
grow and expand to reach a wider 
audience,” says Armstrong. “I would 
love to see it put on in the Win- 
spear Centre—that would be a 
dream venue for Edmonton.” 

One small area of concern is 
that if the show does move to a 
larger location, some of the intima- 
cy of the performance may be lost. 
That goes without saying, but the 
quality of the production and the 
original take on the traditional 
story would make it a natural for a 
venue like the 

“I think that if it grew, the nice 
thing is that more people would be 
able to see a novel Jy aneraend mile 


in the intimate setting of the Cata- 
lyst, but growth wouldn't harm the 
show at all.” 


Pickens disc discussed 


Considering the marketing of the 
production has been relatively min- 
imal, the tremendous reaction 
these past two years has been a 
source of inspiration for Armstrong 
and the cast. Additional help will 
come from the media, specifically 
CBC radio, which will be taping Sat- 
urday’s performance—it will be 
broadcast on CBC AM at 5 p.m. on 
Boxing Day. 

Armstrong hopes that a CD 
deal might possibly be culled out of 
the recording on Saturday, so it’s 
imperative that the cast be on their 
game that night. In the event he 
can work something out with CBC, 
a disc may be available prior to the 
1999 run of the show. 

That would be just fine with 
Armstrong, who has a real soft spot 
for the project and all of those 
involved. 

“I love this production, he says. 
“I had them rehearsing in my living 
room the other night and I still get 
chills down my back when I hear 
them play” 

Undoubtedly, the creator of the 
Christmas Carol Project has some 
decisions to make in the upcoming 
years. He's not the only one around 
Edmonton who believes the show 
should be seen by as many people 
as possible. With that in mind, Arm- 
strong isn’t too shy to mention tak- 
ing the show on the road. Perhaps 

even crossing an ocean. 
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By DAVID GOBEIL TAYLOR 


Bzebe-a-licious? 


went to the Arden Theatre last Sat- 

urday to see the Medizeval Bzebes. 
My mother once told me that if I 
couldn’t find anything nice to say 
about somebody, I shouldn’t say any- 
thing at all—so let’s move on. 


Get on the bus 


One group that’s a pleasure to 
review, however, is St. Albert Transit 
I'd never been to the Arden before, 
basically because it’s so flippin’ far 
away and I've been spending my 
hard-earned salary on an engage- 
ment ring instead of a car. 

So I adventurously boarded the 
A3 bus from Jasper Ave and 102 St, 
with the assumption that I'd have to 


take a taxi from the St. Albert Transit 
Centre to the Arden. 

But, lo and behold, when we got 
to St. Albert, the bus driver went 
around to all the passengers asking 
where they were going—and pro- 
ceeded to drop each of us off at our 
fespective destinations. 

And when the concert was over, 
Ephoned the bus driver directly and 
he picked me up about 20 minutes 
later, taking me directly downtown. 

Now that’s service. The Arden’s a 
lovely theatre, and they program 
some good performers (not that 
night, unfortunately—whoops, I'm 
ignoring my mother’s advice). Don't 
let lack of wheels stop you from 
making the trek. 


’Tis the season... 


There’s nothing like the Christmas 
season to make you sick to death of 
carols. Even while innocently shop- 
ping, you're inundated with musi- 
cians decking the halls and wassail- 
ing among the leaves so green—if it’s 
not playing over the speakers, shop- 
ping centres thoughtfully provide 
live performances. 

You quickly learn what places to 
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avoid—Edmonton Centre, for exam- 
ple, where I heard the most out-of 
tune rendition of “Amazing Grace” of 
my life (at least it’s not an actual 
Christmas carol). Manulife Place, on 
the other hand, has shelled out for 
some excellent musicians (including 
Vue’s own resident investigative- 
journalist-slash-Chapman-stick-play- 
er, Dale Ladouceur)—too bad I can’t 
afford to shop there, aside from The 
Gramophone. 


Carol of the Handbells 


For those who aren't sick to death of 
Christmas carols, there'll be a whole 
slew of them at the Winspear Centre 
from December 18-20. 

The Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra and conductor David 
Hoyt will be joined by the Green- 
wood Singers, soprano Valdine 
Anderson and (deep breath) the 
University of Alberta Faculty of Edu- 
cation Handbell Ringers (inexplica- 
bly, they don’t seem to use the obvi- 
ous acronym, UOAFOEHR). 

The program will be made of 
classic Christmas music, culminating 
in the traditional audience singalong. 


It’s a popular concert every holiday- 


season; this year, the ESO added a 
Sunday performance (as they did for 
Handel’s Messiah) to accomodate 
popular demand. Next year, they 
promise to just program three con- 
certs right off the bat. 

Anderson, by the way, is an 
incredible singer. She's best-known 
as a world-class interpreter of con- 
temporary music, having performed 
memorable concerts of works by 
Thomas Adés, Alban Berg, Harrison 
Birtwhistle, Harry Freedman, Henry 
Gorécki, Witold Lutoslawski, Peter 
Maxwell-Davies, Edgard Varése, and 
Anton Webern among many others. 
This weekend, of course, she’ll be 
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sticking to more traditional com- 
posers. 


You'll Rue the day 


Of course, Christmas music doesn’t 
always mean carols—Christmas has 
been around for centuries, and 
there's a whole repertoire of early 
music to go with it. Ensemble de la 
Rue was formed a year ago by Bill 
Kempster in order to present a con- 
cert of early music for his PhD; the 
15 members evidently enjoyed the 
experience, because they stayed 
together and will be presenting a 
concert on December 21 at First 
Presbyterian Church. 

Their name, by the way, may sug- 
gest a choir of homeless people from 
Montreal (there is such a thing, by 
the way, called La Chorale de I’'Ac- 
cueuil Bonneau—hopefully the 
media in Ottawa and Montreal, 
where they'll tour in mid-February, 
won't be confused), but rest assured, 
they're not destitute. For musicians, 
that is. 

The ensemble gets its name from 
renaissance composer Pierre de la 
Rue; they'll be performing motets by 
their namesake as well as by John 
Taverner, Johannes Ockeghem and 
Josquin des Pres, Also on the pro- 
gram are carols by Michael Praeto- 
rius and others, and a contemporary 
work: “Memory Pieces” by Australian 
composer Stephen Adams (not to be 
confused with contemporary Ameri- 
can minimalist composer John 
Adams of Nixon in China fame). . 


Okeey, okeey... 


All right, I'll ignore my mother’s 
advice (what else is new?) and 
review the Medixvel Baebes— 
although perhaps this isn’t the col- 
umn for it.The group may be touted 
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as pop/classical crossover artists, 
but they're not—nor, I should point 
out, do they pretend to be. They 
make no claim to medieval perfor- 
mance practice (good thing, given 
the decidedly modern guitar played 
at one point) or even to being clas- 
sical musicians. The distinction 
between classical and popular 
music, after all, far postdates 
medieval music. 

That said, when you slap down 
good money to see a group with a 
major-label deal in a nice venue, you 
deserve professional performers, 
regardless of the genre. The Mediz- 
val Bxbes are nothing but hobbyists 

Only a few of the Bxbes had any 
musical experience whatsoever 
before joining the group, and it 
shows. Their tone is breathy, their 
entrances and cutoffs are staggered 
and their tuning is suspect. Kather- 
ine Blake, the group’s founder, plays 
a mean recorder, and accompanist 
Dorothy Carter certainly knows her 
way around a zither, but that’s pretty 
much the extent of the musical abil- 
ity of the group. They've been 
together for over a year—you'd 
think that by now they'd have 
learned not to create mini-sonic 
booms when they uttered plosive 
consonants like “p” and “b” into their 
mics. 

A few Bzbes had exotic-danc- 
ing experience, by the way, and that 
showed, too—unfortunately, the 
great variety in styles of movement 
took away from the visual aspect of 
the performance. And wildly dis- 
parate dance moves were pretty 
much all you could look at, besides 
the nifty costumes.The lighting was 
minimal, and the 11 Bxbes (one 
was apparently sick) just stood ina 
semicircle emoting to the music. 
The few times anything visually 
interesting happened—such as 
when two Bexbes danced around 
the percussionist—were half-heart- 
ed, and seemed more like an in-joke 
to the women than a genuine 
attempt to communicate with the 
audience. 

The best thing—in fact, the only 
good thing—about the Bebes was 
their energy. Even though they acted 
self-absorbed and at times nervous 
(one even had a coughing fit) during 
the show, their energy was infec- 
tious to the audience, which gave 
them a standing ovation at the end. 
(Hey, I had something nice to say!) 

But energy isn’t enough. There's 
a hell of a lot of serious musicians in 
the world who deserve more suc- 
cess, fame and money than they 
have; the Medizval Babes are sim- 
ply riding a common wave in enter- 
tainment that values style over sub- 
stance, attitude over sincerity, novel- 
ty over originality and marketability 
over merit. 

I know, I know, I'm railing 
against the unfairness in the music 
industry, which is inherently unfair. 
Talent and dedication are never the 
sole arbiters of success (if they 
were, we'd be The New York Times); 
performers who are sincere in their 
commitment to their craft could 
learn a thing or two from the Mediz- 
val Babes. Just as you can learn to 
play music, you can learn to give a 
high-energy performance. I don’t 
wish the Medixval Bebes had been 
a staid, boring ensemble—I wish I 
could believe in them rather than 
just marvel at them. 

Maybe some among the audi- 
ence at the Arden that night will be 
inspired to explore the world of 
medieval music beyond the Media- 
val Babes—I hope so. In that case, 
they'll have served a purpose, not 
just been.a phenomenon. 
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Goodness gracious, great Gob’s afire 


Vancouver band 
has been 
through—well, 
crap 


By MIKE USINGER 


espite aberrations such as Green 

Day and the Offspring, punk 
rock remains music’s most vicious 
and thankless game. Because the 
establishment isn’t overly eager to 
support those who exist to rail 
against the world’s power-brokers, 
mainstream-radio airplay is difficult 
to come by. 

With pop culture accelerated to 
the point where everyone gets 15 
seconds of fame instead of a quarter- 
hour, MTV and major print maga- 
zines are no longer fascinated by 
kids who've grown up spiky, dyed 
and dirty, And unless you've got an 
established following, 
finding clubs willing to 
take a chance on untest- 
ed punk bands can often 
seem like mission impos- 
sible. 

In the tradition of 
veteran West Coast trou- 
blemakers D.O.A., Vancouver's Gob 
is too busy working hard to worry 
about the commercial viability of 
their chosen art form. Since making 
an immediate impact with their 
1995 debut, Too Late... No Friends, 
the four-piece has become Vancou- 
ver’s most popular young punk unit, 
scored a surprise MuchMusic video 
hit with the song “Soda” and amassed 
a back catalogue that includes a 
nine-song EP and a split LP with fel- 
low Vancouverites Another Joe. 


Though hell and back 


But most importantly, the band’s 
members have shown an admirable 
willingness to play the part of punk- 
rock road warriors. For a good rea- 
son why Gob’s second fulllength 
effort, How Far Shallow Takes You, is 
a landmark release in Canadian hard- 
core, you only have to consider what 
they've been through together. Suf 
fering through hell isn’t pleasant, but 
if you can tough things out, the expe- 
rience only makes you stronger. 

Like any self-respecting punk 
band, Gob has a long string of horror 
stories, including one about the time 
the band was invited to sleep on the 
floor of a Georgia fan’s apartment. 
When singer-guitarist Theo Goutzi- 
nakis and guitarist Tom Thacker 
flicked on the light in the kitchen, 
the floor was so thick with cock- 
roaches, they could barely see the 
yellowed linoleum. 


Stained mattresses and 
toe jam! 


But even worse was the night when 
Gob met Sir Vincent—not the 
knight, the pig. 

“We were playing outside a 
record store in Greenville, which is 
in South Carolina,” Thacker relates, 
“and the show got shut down by this 
cop who was a real dink. So anyhow, 
this kid who was there came up and 
asked us if we needed a place to 
Stay” 

When Gob got to the house, 
which, from the street, looked kind 
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Gob & By a Thread 
Rebar ¢ Dec. 19 


“The rest of us go in there and 
there were blankets hanging from all 
the doorways,” Thacker says. “It was 
basically not a bad house, but the 
people living there had turned it into 
some kind of dungeon. We got into 
the bedroom where we were sup- 
posed to stay, and, like the rest of the 
place, it was absolutely filthy. There 
was stuff all over the floor, and the 
mattress was completely stained. 
Things were so bad that I couldn't sit 
down anywhere.” 

Grimly determined to make the 
best of a gruesome situation Thacker 
headed to the kitchen, where, amidst 
a mountain of dirty plates, Goutzi- 
nakis was attempting to make din- 
ner. 

“Theo is cooking, and this guy, 
before he gets the plates, takes off his 
socks and starts scratching his feet, 
which were, like, a total mess;"Thack- 
er says. “He told us he had athlete's 
foot, wiped this medicine all over 
them and then put his 
socks back on. I’m not 
picky or anything, but my 
mission from that point 
was to get my dinner 
before he had a chance to 
touch anything else” 


As a pig in shit—literally 


After the bras and dirty underwear 
had been cleared off the kitchen 
table and dinner was over, things 
really got interesting.A quick tour of 
the house revealed a catatonic senior 
citizen and a stoned-looking middle- 
aged woman sitting in the dark in 
front of a television. Later on, Gob 
learned that the younger of the two 
was a heroin addict. Part of the rea- 
son she couldn't get off the junk was 
that kids kept coming over to the 
house and stealing her methadone. 

Not surprisingly, by the time Sir 
Vincent showed up the next morn- 
ing, no one was fazed when he 
waltzed into the kitchen during 
breakfast and promptly shit on the 
floor. 

“He was this black-haired pig 
that they just let run around the 
house,” Goutzinakis says. “He'd snort 
and make all these weird sounds 
while you were eating—I guess he 
was trying to get food. The funny 
thing was that he was probably the 
cleanest thing in the house” 

A couple of years after they got a 
firsthand look at the dark underbelly 
of the American dream, Gob's days of 
sharing a house with white-trash 
junkies and free-range pigs look as 
though they're almost over. Earlier 
this year, the band signed with Net- 
twerk Management, the company 
that’s made Sarah McLachlan a pop 
superstar and—in one of the most 
amazing returns from the dead since 
Jesus Christ—resuscitated the career 
of the Barenaked Ladies. For their 
part, Thacker, Goutzinakis, drummer 
Gabe Mantle, and bassist Craig Wood 
have given Nettwerk a lethal batch of 
ammunition to work with: the 16 
assaultive tracks on the about-to-be- 
released How Far Shallow Takes You. 


Far from Shallow 


As with all musical genres, Canadian 
punk rock has certain defining 
moments. In 1980, D.O.A. drew up 
the blueprint for Canuck hardcore 
with a sonic kick in the teeth titled 
Something Better Change. Three 
years later, Toronto’s Youth Youth 
Youth upped the anger and aggres- 
sion level with its selftitled debut. 
' 108 A ae Nin ao) 


Gob ® Even a gobstopper 


..And No One Else Wanted to Play. 
As varied as it is powerful, How 
Far Shallow Takes You is the sound 
of Gob declaring itself ready for 
punk-rock greatness—Canadian or 
otherwise. As he has every right to 
be, Goutzinakis is proud of the disc. 
*I know we did a pretty good 
job, and I definitely think this is the 
best album that we've done so far’ 
he says. “I really can't wait to get it 
out there so people have a chance to 
hear it.To me it’s an exciting record, 
and that has us excited about it. I 
know we did the best we could and 
that we had a lot of fun doing it.” 

How Far Shallow Takes You’s 
greatest strength may be its diversity. 
Without straying too far from the 
kind of sonic template that leads to 
broken bones in the mosh pit, Gob 
makes its most successful attempt 
yet to mix things up. 

After screaming off the line with 
the crashing “236 E. Broadway, the 
group throws a wicked spirit-of’76 
guitar line into the middle of “On 
These Days" and then bulldozes 
through the disc’s third track, “Sclf- 
Appointed Leader” And from the 
hyperactive punk-pop of “Beauville” 
and “What to Do” to the fire-in-the- 
hole metal squall of “Together” and 
“Reign on Your Parade; the quality 
doesn’t trail off from that point. If 
you thought Gob was on its game for 
Too Late... No Friends, wait until 
you get an earful of How Far Shal- 
low Takes You. Relentlessly upbeat 
and impeccably produced, the 
release is a glorious reminder of how 
potent punk can be, 


If it sounds like Gob, it 
must be Gob 


“We've done a lot of growing over 
the years, and everything all came 
together this time out; Goutzinakis 
says. “All of our influences have sort 
of meshed, and we've come out with 
something that sounds kind of 
unique—that sounds like Gob. What 
I also like about the album is there's 
nothing negative about the songs— 
there's anger, but it’s a real positive 
anger” 


‘on't stop this Gob 
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This much is for sure: How Far 
Shallow Takes You is going to solidi- 
fy Gob’s hard-earned status as Cana- 
da’s undisputed punk-rock kingpins 
Convincing the quartet to get out on 
the road won't be a problem; already 
one of the country’s top hard 
draws—close to 600 kids turned out 
to see Gob in Quebec recently, and 
Ontario hardcore fans have practical- 
ly adopted the group as their own— 
the band has a new tour van and a 
work ethic that would scare the 
most devout Protestant. 

As for joining the ranks of North 
America’s fast-and-loud ¢lite—acts 
such as Rancid, Bad Religion and 
Pennywise—well, it's an ugly reality 
that the music business is a lottery 
with few winners. But sometimes 
strange things happen, which goes a 
long way toward explaining why the 
guys in Green Day and the Offspring 
have made more money in the '90s 
than most CEOs. 


Successful Nettwerking 


Over the past year, Nettwerk has 
managed—against all odds—to con- 
vince North America that the Bare- 
naked Ladies aren't the biggest ass- 
wipes in the universe. Who knows 
how far the company can take a 
hard-hitting heavyweight like Gob? 

“The way we look at things, Net- 
twerk is like a tool that can help us 
get to the next level,” Goutzinakis 
says. “It’s not like things have gone 
from night to day for us, but we are 
aware that the stakes are now a bit 
higher” 

Thacker adds: “Ever since the 
whole Green Day thing, there are a 
lot more bands out there. A lot of 
them are shitty, which can make peo- 
ple reluctant to take a chance on 
buying punk albums. We're going to 
continue to work hard, and hopeful- 
ly we'll be rewarded for that. 

“At the moment, things are going 
well for us—on this last tour, we got 
the royal treatment from people,” he 
continues. “There were no Sir Vin- 
cent episodes. But maybe that’s only 
because we didn’t go near the Amer- 
ican South” iV) 
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15163 - 121 St. 
Ph.: 457-1195 


Happy Hour & 
Daily Food Specials 


MON-SAT: Noon-7pm 
SUN: 4pm-7pm 


8 oz. Draft | 


25¢ 


$1.50 Shooters: 
9pm - 2am 
Mini-Jugs: $5.99 | 
Noon-Midnife 
Free Pool + Med. 
2-Topping Pizza: | 
$5.00 | 
Dancing: 9pm-2am 


HAPPY HOUR & 
FOOD SPECIALS | 
Mini-Jugs: $5.99 | 
Noon - Midnight 
Beer & Shooters: $2.00 
9pm - 2am 
Med. 2-Topping Pizza: 
$5.00 
Dancing: 9pm-2am 
with DJ 


HAPPY HOUR & 
FOOD SPECIALS 
Mini-Jugs: $5.99 

4pm - Midnite 
Med. 2-Topping Pizza: 
$5.00 


Karaoke: 9pm-2am 
Win Prizes! 


MOoN/TUES/WED 


HAPPY HOUR & 
FOOD SPECIALS 
Hot Wings: $3.00 bb. 
Mini-Jugs: $5.99 
Noon - Midnite 
WED: Karaoke 9pm - 2am 
Win Prizes! 
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Bill Nelson Atom Shop 
(Discipuine GLOBAL MoBiLe) 


ai ie 
As the story goes, this CD was sup- 
posed to have been re-recorded by 
session players; instead we got the 
unvarnished rough tapes. Either way, 
the former member of Ducks Deluxe 
(and leader of Bill Nelson’s Red Noise) 
hasn't gone away—quite the contrary. 
In fact, maybe it's the average Joe 
whose tastes have come full circle. The 
music Nelson cobbled together with 
his ancient analog recording gear 
sounds amazingly trendy—but more 
importantly, it sounds amazingly good. 
Although Atom Shop isn't a great 
leap forward artistically, it almost tells us 
more about how ahead of his time Brian 
Eno was back in the '70s, since a lot of 
the CD is reminiscent of wholesale seg- 
ments from early Eno material like Tak- 
ing Tiger Mountain (By Strategy) and 
Before And After Science, especially 
numbers like “Propellor of Legend” and 
“Billy Infinity” Using vaguely African- 
influenced polyrhythms and deep, low- 
pitched background vocals, Nelson has 
inadvertently borrowed signature pop 
arrangements, making the conclusion 
inescapable. And, like Eno, Nelson also 
tends to build up musical pieces by 
blending multiple layers of sound, giving 
most tracks a dense textural effect. 
Without clouding the description 
by referring to today's current infatua- 
tion with swing (because nothing on 
Atom Shop sounds like swing), the 
main musical thrust of Atom Shop is a 
blend of the futuristic with the past; pic- 
ture, if you will, a surreal lounge act 
somewhere in space, emceed by a 
slightly drunken John Cale. 
Well, sort of, that is. OOOO 
T.C. Shaw 


Cyndi Lauper Merry Christmas... 
Have a Nice Life! (Eric/Sony) 


plied esas Rahs aot besnctn! AEST * 
This could be subtitled Elves Just 

Want to Have Fun, since La Lauper 
takes the rocky road to Christmas 
here, emphasizing those Cajun, <3 
ska, salsa, Appalachian and electro- 
Mariachi rhythms you just don't get enough 
of at Christmas parties. OO€ 


Ken Eisner 


Jay Z Hard Knock Life Vol. 2 (Roc-A- 
FELLA) 


Hien) a 
It's a bold move on the part ofJay Z to have 
allowed another, lesser-known MC to lead 
off his new CD. Over a gem DJ Premier dug 
out of his crates, Memphis Bleek, who you 
might remember from Jay Z’s first disc Rea- 
sonable Doubt, lays down a vocal worthy of 
the pole position. So far, so good. 

Jay Z follows up with the CD's title track, 
which had me doing the Running Man with a 
pause and an ankle-grab after every two 
steps. Butter drums and the original Broad- 
way cast of Annie sprawl out over an evil 
Mark 45 King baseline—this song definitely 
shines the brightest on the CD. | was hoping 
the rest of the production team would live up 
to this standard, but | guess | ask too much. 

“Money, Cash, Hoes; featuring DMX, 
ought to win some kind of most-annoying- 
song award, but it’s not all DMX’s fault. | just 
couldn't stand the piano sample that runs 
throughout the entire song. Praise be to the 
digital gods for allowing me the ability to skip 
a song with the push of a single button. 

I's nice to hear Too Short, who's fea- 
tured in “A Week Ago." I'm glad he don’t stop 
rappin’. Here, Jay Z uses a line from “Dead 
Presidents” (a cut from Reasonable Doubt) 
to express his dislike of a certain rodent-like 
informant. 

Memphis Bleek comes back with a 
vengeance on the most creative track of the 
disc. On Reasonable Doubt, Bleek played 
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ing of age. Now, in “Coming of Age (Da 
Sequel),” Bleek, now “of age,” has other 
things on his mind. 

Of course, Foxy Brown makes an 
apearance here, and she does sound nice. 
But it's around this point that you realize 
every song on the CD except “Hard Knock 
Life” has a featured artist, and the gimmick 
wears thin fast. 

Although Jigga didn’t do too much writ- 
ing for this joint, the lyrics are tight through- 
out. Unlike the stuff on his first CD, Jay Z's 
subject matter doesn't stray much from 
money, bitches, respect and power (and not 
necessarily in that order). 

If you're in a jiggy mood, you're gonna 
like this. Personally, I'd buy it just for the title 
track. OOO 

Randy Mark 


N’ Syne Home for Christmas (TRANS 
CONTINENTAL) 


nit 
If one can judge from the hyperbole < 
and the plethora of thanks from band \ 4.3 
members in the CD's jacket, part of 4 
the energy in this effort is inspired S354 
by thanksgiving—and, yes, then 
there's the Christmas spirit. 

The energy is noticeable in a more 
upbeat interpretation of the usually reserved 
holiday cheer, making this CD a must if a lit- 
tle more than polite foot-tapping is needed in 
certain social circles (such as, for example, 
office parties where the eggnog is spiked). | 
liked tapping mine to ‘The Christmas Song 
(Chestnuts Roasting On An Open Fire),’ and 
while | can’t tap and drink eggnog at the 
same time to any a cappella treatment, | 
loved “O Holy Night"—it's my favourite on 
this CD. 

By the way, if you're going to treat this 
CD as a stocking stuffer, let me recommend 
that it be accompanied with a Swiss Army 
knife—the one with the magnifying glass, 
since the type on the jacket and the CD is 
irritatingly tiny. OOOO 


Romeo Kaseram 


ee 
Graham Coxon The Sky is Too High 
(CaROLINE/EMI) 


SS — 
| was intrigued when | picked up this new 
release from the guitarist better known as 
one-half of Blur's songwriting team. 

Blur singer Damon Albarn has put out 
some enjoyable solo material, so (I thought) 
how bad could Coxon’s stuff be? After all, 
this is a CD by the same guy who came up 
with the all-time number-one guitar riff to sell 
beer to, “Song #2” 

Wow, was | wrong. This is one awful 
effort. What's especially annoying is Coxon’s 
insistence on singing in monotone through- 
out the entire CD—he sounds like Mr. Spock 
trying to rock. And although he attempts 
some neat Thurston Moore-ish guitar tricks 
on “Hard+Slow” and “Who the Fuck?," for the 
most part this CD is a poor attempt by 
Coxon to reinvent himself as a solo-acoustic 
hipster. 

If you want to succeed at being a solo- 
acoustic guy, you have to be able to write 
lyrics. Coxon is awful at it. Here's an exam- 
ple from “That's All | Wanna Do”. “I saw you 
today/You were too far away/It hurt me to 
say, it hurt me to say/The words, the words | 
have to say...” Ugh. 

Blur fans entertaining thoughts of buy- 
ing this CD—stop yourselves right now. Your 
sanity will only be put in jeopardy. © 

Steven Sandor 


pe enews be beri = 
Various Songs of Christmas from the 
Alan Lomax Collection (ROUNDER) 


Now, this is exciting: 31 tracks, record- 
ed in the '50s and early '60s by roving 
musicologist Alan Lomax. There's a 

plenty of British Isles stuff, of Se7F 
course, but he also went to Italy, S=3z 
Spain, and all over the West Indies and Amer- 
ican Deep South. Most performers are forgot- 
ten priests and party revelers, but you've 
heard of a few, such as Ewan MacColl, here 
doing a little poem. Good sound for 31 tracks 


OLA SPIE PER OE 
£0r-arrs out 


e2zet2.e1sti 


MC Mario Dance 2001 (Sony) 


Compilation CDs are always hit-and-miss 
affairs. Usually, you have to wade through a 
bunch of crap to find the one or two remixes 
that turn your crank. Dance 2001 beats the 
odds in the comp game—out of the 18 
tracks on the CD, | really like three. It's a 
happy day in compilation world! 

Club favourite “It's Like That” by Run 
DMC vs. Jason Nevins, the frenetic “Amok’ 
by 666 and “Ultrafunkula” by Armand Van 
Helden’s Sampleslaya are mondo groove-a- 
licious. It's just the other 15 tracks you have 
to worry about. From Aqua rip-offs like 
Daze's “Together Forever (The Cyber Pet 
Song)" to overplayed banal beats like Byron 
Stingily's “You Make Me Feel (Mighty Real)” 
there's a lot of dreck in here. But play the 
odds if you feel lucky. OO 

Amy Hough 


The Tallis Scholars The Tallis 
Christmas Mass (GimeLL/PotyGRAM) 


The legendary British group is 
named after the 16th-century com- 
poser Thomas Tallis, whose six- 
part mass is heard here in a hyp- 
notic performance recorded in the Sez 
sonically pleasing confines of an old Norfolk 
church. Their burnished sound is unsur- 
passed—some might say impenetrable— 
but it’s just right for the nuances. OOO 
Ken Eisner 


PES at Be a a 
Wendy Carlos A Clockwork Orange 
Complete Original Score (East SIDE 
Diaimat) 


ee 
Hailed as a pioneer of both electronic music 
and sex-change surgery alike, the artist for- 
merly known as Walter Carlos's original 
soundtrack to the riveting film adaptation of 
Stanley Kubrick's powerful novel is offered 
here for. the first time. However, Carlos’s 
music is overshadowed by Beethoven's Fifth - 
Symphony in much the same way that the 
soundtrack itself comes a distant second to 
the film's graphic depiction of “ooltra-vio- 
lence” not to mention Anthony Burgess’s 
disturbingly accurate predictions of such 
concepts as “wilding? “home invasions” and 
“music therapy” OOO 

T.C. Shaw 


Vince Guaraldi Charlie Brown's 
Holiday Hits (Fantasy/PowGRAM) 


It's genuinely useful to have all the 
Peanuts Christmas music on one CD, & 
including two versions of the now- 
classic “Christmas Time is Here” (a SSSx---64s 
non-cloying kids's chorus is on one). S==# 
Seems like they could have come up with 
more than 37 minutes of it, though. OO® 
Ken Eisner 


Beautiful South Quench 
(Go!/Mercury/PotyGraM) 


ee een eel 
With Brit-pop, it’s easy to get lost in the shuf- 
fle unless your band’s name happens to be 
Oasis or Radiohead. There are a lot of excel-. 
lent bands and musicians in the U.K., but they 
don't seem to pack the punch that would help 
them make it big in the North American mar- 
ket. The roster of these unsung heroes 
includes stalwarts like Space, Pulp, the 
Divine Comedy, Paul Weller, the Embrace 


Jacqueline Abbott, coupled with the George 
Michael-like sound of front man Paul 
Heaton, offers some very soulful '70s-style 
bluesy harmonies. : 

What would it take for the Beautiful 
South—and other British bands, for that mat- 
ter—to get their due? Perhaps they should 


izes? .102 
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New Sounds 


= continued from page 24 


show contempt for their own fans the same 
way that Oasis's Gallagher brothers do. 
Maybe exhibiting the obscurity and inherent 
weirdness of Radiohead's Thom Yorke would 
help them break out. In this respect, the 
Beautiful South resemble a British version of 
the Tragically Hip. The Hip, heroes at home, 
can't seem to find that pathway to the super- 
stardom they so richly deserve, and may 
have to be content to remain a great band 
and a secret national treasure. OOOO 

Yuri Wuensch 


Bing Crosby The Voice of Christmas 
(DECCA/UNIVERSAL) 


\'ve never been much of a fan of this 
old-time crooner, but it's impossible to 
resist this attractive, inexpensive 
set, which collects all of Der Bingle’s === 
‘40s and '50s Decca stuff on two CDs in a 
slimline case, complete with detailed notes 
and all the original cover art. Taken together, 
the tunes (which include the original, more 
artful arrangement of “White Christmas”) 
cover a Startling range of swing, pop, and 
semi-classical styles. Buh-buh-buh-boo, 
indeed. OOOO 


Ken Eisner 


Vangelis E/ Greco (EMI/Eastwest) 


Before the New Age music genre was offi- 
cially coined, there were bands like Tangerine 
Dream, Jean-Michel Jarre and Vangelis, who 
lulled us with their synthesizer-based-theme 
releases. Relegated to the status of score 
composer for several years (Chariots of Fire, 
Blade Runner, etc.), not much has been 
heard from Vangelis in the musical main- 
stream until this latest release. Unfortunately, 
the impact is anticlimactic to say the least. 

Using the artistic works of El Greco 
(whose real name was Domenikos 
Theotokopoulos—no wonder he used a 
pseudonym!) as inspiration for this CD, Van- 
gelis (whose last name is Papathanassiou— 
these two have more in common than | 
thought!) has offered 10 “movements” com- 
posed in tribute to the Greek painter's works. 

Alas, the music does not hold its own. 
Even viewing the works of El Greco (with the 
aid of my handy Janson's History of Art text- 
book, a must for art history students—but | 
digress) while listening to the CD doesn't 
make enough of a connection to justify this 
monotonous dirge of monastic-sounding 
music, 

In the liner notes, Vangelis writes, 
“When creating, one has to be as accurate 
about one’s statement as possible. Whoever 
succeeds in achieving this will remain a per- 
son forever ripe and in season.” Sorry to say, 
this CD's ripeness has more to do with 
odour than sound. O® 

Matt Bromley 


Various The Renaissance Album 
(WINDHAM Hitt/BMG) 


an a a 
Not really a Christmas disc per se, 
this collection has Windham Hill 
regulars like Liz Story and Michael % 
Hedges tackling antique European 
Music, some of which is in a seasonally reli- 
gious (read: Latin) vein. The regulars are 
joined by off-label guests, such as period 
Specialists like the Baltimore Consort and 
Dark-Ages-of-Rock veterans like Heart's 
Anne and Nancy Wilson. 00® 

Ken Eisner 


Varttina Vihma (BMG) 


a 
Forget Furbish—Finnish is all the rage now. 
Just check out Vihma, the latest product 
from Finland's Varttina. They mix folk music 
with infectious beats, but what's really exotic 
are the elf-like vocals of the band’s three 
Singers. They sound a bit like Alvin and the 


Chipmunks, except it's impossible for non- 
Finno-Ugric listeners to understand what 


saying. 

As it turns out, the English translations 
of such songs as “Maa Ei Kerro” and “Mie- 
leni Alenevi" show the Finnish are unhappy, 
cold and lonely—in other words, a lot like 
Canadians. In their odd little voices, they 
chant lyrics such as “This sorrow will not go 
away/Here the chill lingers" and—my 
favourite—"My heart is heavy/My head is 
aching/And my thoughts are grim” Okay, 
everyone get down tonight! KC and the Sun- 
shine Band this is not. 

Seriously, though, this nine-piece band 
sizzles at times. You'll likely never hear hot- 


ter accordion riffs than those of Susan Aho, — 


while Pekka Lehti and Marko Timonen pro- 
vide a rockin’ rhythm section. Nor should | 
neglect the razor-sharp fiddling of Kari 
Reiman. Varttina even extends the Northern 
esthetic by including a pair of Tuvan throat 
singers on three of the songs. 

The vocals may occasionally be a bit 
shrill (and it wouldn't hurt if they cheered up 
a tad) but when it all comes together, they 
play some tightly synchronized and engag- 
ing music. They boast a website, notable for 
its cool address alone <www.hoedown- 
-com>; they also plug another site with more 
information on other Finnish music: 
<www.digelius.com> Like the climate from 
which they hail, Varttina is bracing. OOOO 

Charles Mandel 


The Sixteen The Christmas 
Collection (CoLLins) 


In one of the season's better deals, .-- 
all three 72-minute Yuletide offerings € 4 5 
by the Sixteen—the main rivals of  F 
the Tallis Scholars (see previous SX, 
page)—have been packaged in one 
box for 35 bucks. The music, all superbly 
recorded in this decade and conducted by 
Harry Christophers, falls into traditional car- 
ols, modern compositions (meaning 20th- 
century British stuff), and early-English cat- 
egories, with the last CD, featuring music 
from 1450 to 1600, the most striking. All 16 
are strong soloists, by the way. OOOO¢ 
Ken Eisner 


Fundamental Erotic Terrorism 
(BeGcars Banaue) 


It looks like this band has a fundamental 
identity crisis. Mixing elements of techno, 
metal, hip-hop and—of all things—bhangra 
on one recording, Fundamental create a 
musical mix that is guilty only of being ahead 
of its time. 

Or am | giving this band too much cred- 
it? Erotic Terrorism is a haphazard effort, to 
say the least. The liner notes feature the 
complete text of the U.N. declaration of 
human rights, but say very little about the 
band. That's what makes this such a hard 
disc to judge. Is this a political statement, or 
are they (perish the thought!) using politics 
to help boost CD sales? 

The first time | listened to this disc, | did- 
n't mind it. The second time, | hated it. The 
mix just doesn’t sound right and the lyrics 
beat you over the head worse than Rage 
Against the Machine. | listened to it a third 
time [Now that's dedication! —Ed.) and | just 
don't know. All | know is: | don't get it. | just 
don't get it. O@ 

Steven Sandor 


Various The Ave Maria Album 
(RCA/BMG) 


Sure, 16 versions of a tune praising 
Jesus's mom sounds like a tough 
slog, but the song actually has at 
least six different melodies (includ- 
ing the more famous ones from Bach, 
Schubert, Gounod and Verdi). And the per- 
formers, who range from Enrico Caruso and 
Rosa Ponselle to John McCormack and Mar- 
ian Anderson, vary so much in approach and 
period sound that the CD manages to sound 


like an unpredictable trip through time while 
Sustaining a remarkably soothing mood. 
0000 

Ken Eisner 


Duncan Sheik Humming (Warner) 


Ah, the mournful cries of collegiate angst. 
Sheik could probably make a million bucks 
selling his tunes to any of the hip new TV 
shows. Take the pitiful program Felicity, for 
example. Every time the title whiner, | mean 
character, gets rejected by the poor chap 
she's stalking, she could run back sobbing 
to her dorm room as the sounds of Sheik 
played in the background, 

Yes, | know all the young adults out there 
need music they can relate to, slow-dance to 
and sympathetically cry their tender hearts 
out to—but the problem is, I'm an adult now, 
so Sheik’s tunes seem a tad trifling and 
sophomoric. These lyrics will have deep 
meaning only for the desperately shallow. € 

Amy Hough 


Various A Gala Christmas in Vienna 
(Sony) 


This year's instalment of the annual -<> 
Austrian cash cow is by far the © 
weakest offering yet. Placido 
Domingo carries his weight, natch, 
but matching him up with phony 
soprano Sarah Brightman (who makes Kate 
Bush sound like Beverly Sills) is bad enough 
without tossing in sugary Belgian tenor Hel- 
mut Lotti and Italian pop singer Ricardo 
Cocciante for the worst blend since the last 
time you bought coffee at 7-Eleven. ¢ 

Ken Eisner 


Sacred System Nagual Site (BMG) 


Bill Laswell, one of the pre-eminent world- 
music producers of our time, has assembled 
an all-star band for Nagual Site, a bracing 
fusion of East Indian music with jazz and 
funk. Fans of John McLaughlin's Shakti will 
recognize the form of “Raag Sohnii” the cut 
that opens the CD. The pulsing rhythms start 
slowly, wind back on themselves and gradu- 
ally speed up to the point at which it’s hard to 
believe the tablas and vocals can be deliv- 
ered with such velocity. 

“Black Lotus” is a 10-minute dance num- 
ber performed at a more moderate pace. 


' Underneath the keening voices of Gulam 


Mohamed Khan and Sussan Deyhim (who 
might well be the East Indian avatar of the 
Partridge Family's Susan Dey), Laswell and 
Jah Wobble lay down a strong bass line 
while Zakir Hussain weaves metallic tabla 
notes in and out. The effect is absolutely 
hypnotic. 

There is virtuoso musicianship through- 
out Nagual Site. On “Driftwork, Wobble's 
bass charges ahead while horn players 
Dave Liebman, Graham Haynes and Clive 
Bell allow their long notes to stretch out. The 
frantic drumming provides counterpoint 
This is an exciting collaboration between 
musicians and a superb excursion to the 
Third World. OOOO 

Charles Mandel 


Medizval Baebes Worldes Blysse 
(VirGIWEMI) 


With a name like theirs, and an image 


spin that suggests cut-rate Bob Guc- (*".°2) 
cione, the Baebes beg not to be taken 


seriously—a request easily accom- << 
modated. Still, they come off much $= 


stronger on their new Christmas 
release than on last year's feeble debut disc 
with the unfortunately apt title of Salva Nos 
(Latin for “save us"). The excellent recording, 
featuring nice strings and sackbuts (I beg 
your pardon) and some bone-rattling percus- 
sion helps give the dozen-member group a 
fine aggregate sound—even if none of the 
voices seem like much on their own. Kind of 
like an all-girl "N Sync—with sackbuts, of 
course, OOO 

Ken Eisner 


New Years Eve Dinner & Dance Party 


Thursday Dec. 31/98, 7 pm-2 am 
Dinner, Beef & Pig Roast 
Dance to live music by El Nino 

new funk & rock band 


D'ARCY GREAVES TRIO 


Nuevo Flamenco 

Gold Bar Community League,4620-105 Ave. 
$25.0 : prizes 
ue, 8116-103 
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FRIDAY 
UPSTAIRS: 

OPEN TABLE FRIDAYS 
features RENEGADE NIGHT 


DOWNSTAIRS: 
DJ MIKEE spins techno/rock/att/ete. 


SATURDAY 
UPSTAIRS: 0 
GOB with Guests BY A THREAD 


DOORS: SPM / SHOW 10:30 PM 
TIX: $5.00 AT DOOR + LICENSED 


DOWNSTAIRS: 
DJ MIKEE techno/house/rock/etc. 


SUNDAY 
DOWNSTAIRS: 


$175 pints ‘til 10:30 pm 


MONDAY 
DOWNSTAIRS: 


DJ CHUCK ROCK soins your requests 


$7 Jugs ‘til 10:30 pm / $1.50 HiBails ‘til Midnight 


TUESDAY 
DOWNSTAIRS: 


DJ CHUCK ROCK spins swing, ska & punk 


Hanpy Hour ‘til Midnight 


THURSDAY 


FREE FREE ADMISSION 
Assorted Christmas Eve Specials 


COMING SOON: 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 31 
No Frills New Year 


OE , ening Tar ~ a 
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Rock ‘n’ roll is a 
spectacle again 


By MATT BROMLEY 


hanging midget Druids 
and the amazing Randy 
Rhoads, not long before 
his untimely death, tear- 


returned home from 
that concert in a daze, 


my head full of the the- 


This was during the hey- 
day of '80s glam rock 


and Motley Criie 


‘n’ roll a spectacle again.” 


ihe first concert I ever went to 
was Ozzy Osbourne. I saw 
flamethrowers, torture chambers, 


The Loving Dead & 
the Hunters * New 


City Likwid Li ° 
atrics I had witnessed. nts ae shady 


acts like Kiss, Poison, Twisted Sister 


Vancouver-based band the Lov- 
ing Dead are poised to bring back 
those days of glitzy rock theatre. In 
their words,“We want to make rock 


The timing of their arrival 


4 Bands ¢ 2 Stages 


4 Ticket is all you need 


NOW Likwio Lounce-— 


ew rsehin nice 
(2 blocks south of the Sidetrack]) 


IIE i0i67 Ne St. 


seems right on target. Theatrical 
rock faded shortly before the 
grunge scene took centre stage in 
the '90s, and a resurgence is due. 
The recent Kiss reunion tour was a 
merchandising gold mine, and acts 
like Marilyn Manson and Rob Zom- 
bie hark back to the antics of Ozzy 
and Alice Cooper. Kurt Frohlich, 
frontman for the Loving 
Dead, recalls that when 
the band first broached 
the idea of resuscitating 


ing up the stage. I Daa the genre a couple of 


years ago, they received 
some sage advice from a 
veteran. 

“We had an original 
project that we went to 
[Kiss frontman] Paul 
Stanley with, says Frohlich. “We 
gave him some demos and he 
thought they were really good, but 
it was just when the whole grunge 
thing was happening. He said, 
‘Write me something like that, or 
else wait five years—it'll come 
around’ We didn’t want to do 
grunge, so we asked him if we 
could do a tribute band, and he 
gave us his blessing,” 

The result was the Kiss tribute 
band Black Diamond, founded in 
1994 and featuring current Lov- 
ing Dead bandmates Devlin 
Harkell (bass) and “Ribs” (drums). 
The band did extensive touring 
both at home and abroad, to rave 
reviews. “In Japan, they treated us 
like rock stars. We had a great pro- 
moter who had done both Kiss 
and Warrant before. We played a 
couple of outdoor shows to about 
4,000 people. It was cool,” says 
Frohlich. 


TUESDAYS 
HIBALLS 
DRAFT 


Geed Fer ONE Free Entry 
Until 10 pm 


13,000 Sq. Ft. * 2 Rooms 


Night of the Loving Dead 


Bach from the Dead? 


But Frohlich and his bandmates 
recently felt that the time Stanley 
spoke of had arrived, and so last 
December, with the addition of gui- 
tarist Kevin Bosch, the Loving Dead 
was born. In the year since then, 
the band has released an EP, toured 
with Sebastian Bach, done their 
own headlining tour as far as Win- 
nipeg and just last week finished 
playing with Dokken and Bang 
Tango in the States. “In Seattle, the 
clubs were sold out and lined up 
around the corner” says Frohlich. 
“We sold out all our merchandise” 

Touring Canada with former 
Skid Row frontman Sebastian Bach 
was a real treat for the band. “He’s 
on 11 all the time,’ says Frohlich. 
“He’s wild. He sang before with us 
when we were touring as Black 
Diamond. He’s a huge Kiss fan—on 
this last tour, he had bat wings 
under the arms of his leather jack- 
et. Ritchie Scarlet from Ace 
[Frehley]’s band played guitar with 
him. We didn’t get to do Edmonton 
with him, though, out of the whole 
tour” 


Rock breaks windows 


That will be rectified soon enough. 
The band promises to give an all 
out performance at their Edmonton 
show, but Frohlich says that this 
time they'll try to leave the win- 
dows intact. 

“The last show [in Edmonton], 
we blew out a couple of windows 
with the concussion grenades. But 
the guys at the club were cool 
about it. We want to be really visu- 
al. We're planning on a little bit of 
fire and some concussions, but,” he 
says with a chuckle,*we'll put them 
in a different place this time” (’m 
sure the club and fire marshal will 
thank them.) 

As for the band’s plans for the 
new year, Frohlich says they'll be 
heading back to the studio, then 
possibly releasing a full-length CD. 
But the touring shall go on. “Our 
music is full-time, whether it’s with 
Black Diamond or this band. We just 
want to constantly play,” says 
Frohlich.And they must play pretty 
well; I've never seen three Dia- 
monds beat a full house before. © 


Whyte Avenue * 10402 82 Ave. 
439-8097 
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By ARAXI ARSLANIAN 
and PAUL MATWYCHUK 


If wishes were horses... 


WwW the countdown to Christ- 
mas looming ever more close- 
ly, this roving reporter asked 
Edmonton theatre personalities for 
their ultimate Xmas wish. Some 
were maudlin, some were corny, 
some PC, others rapturously in tune 
with the Christmas season. Take a 
peek inside the crazed minds of 
these theatre mavens: 

Pamela Anthony: “I'd like a 
churnin’, burnin’ hunk of steamin’ 
love.” Heather D. Swain: “More 
money to Nicaragua for the flood- 
ing.” Tony Sharkey: “Peace, love and 
joy to all womankind” Kerry Ann 
Doherty: “Money money money.” 
Alison Wells: “Peace in the Middle 
East.” Amy Berger: “A remote car 
Starter, and cuddles by the fire not 
started by the remote car starter.” 
Glenda Stirling: “Tony Sharkey 
naked and oiled on a plate... and 
straight for a night.” Roger Schultz: 
“I want Tony Sharkey dressed and 
back in the closet.” Carmen Davi- 
son: “Bruce Kellet to come over to 
my house for dinner” Andrea Che- 
ung: “I would like independent the- 
atre to be paid as much as Equity.” 
Narda McCarroll: “Sanity.” Bretta 
Gerecke: “I want James [MacDon- 
ald] full body shaved on a plate” 
Geoff Brumlik: “A stronger frontal 
lobe. And a large blue pool. A mar- 
garita, and a good book.” John Ully- 
att: “I don’t want a damn thing!” 
(Mr. Ullyatt had just finished his 
fifth martini at the time this quote 
was taken.) Kate Ryan: “To get 
knocked up... by my husband, of 
course.” Jan Alexandra Smith: “I 
wish for health and long life for my 
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family, and my extended family.” 
Tanya Hemmings: “To win the lot- 
tery so 1 can buy a new house and 
a new car.” Paul Mather:“A new jack- 
et, Reflective for safety and the 
pockets are full of candy. And a 
bunny in the inside pocket. Aaron 
Franks: “A cure for feline diabetes.” 
Lisa Silvers: “A film career and a 
video camera so 1 can document 
myself” Jeff Haslam:*I got my wish! 
I'm going to Barcelona!” Mark 
Meer: “My ultimate Xmas wish is 
one I know will never come true 
And that wish is, to never hear 
Prince's 1999 again.” Stephanie 
Wolfe: “I wish all waiters were tele- 
pathic.” Rhonda NuGent: “Entirely 
new wardrobe of sequins and 
skimpy things.” Keath Thome: “To 
venture with Dennis Rodman and 
Carmen Electra.” Danicla Vlaskalic: 
“Spend a month in the south of 
France.” Steve Pirot:“A warm, com- 
fortable two-bedroom apartment.” 
Shannon Quinn: “A hickey-free 
neck” 

Sharla Matkin: “Love,” (AA) 


I'm sorry, so sorry 


Bill Clinton could learn a thing or 
two about apologizing from Paul 
Sveen, who recently faxed Theatre 
Notes what is surely one of the 
most contrite letters in the history 
of electronic communication 
Sveen is the fellow whose proxy 
caused such disruption in this 
year’s Fringe line-up, as reported in 
this column two weeks ago 

Sveen writes:“As to your depic- 
tion of the events that unfolded at 
the Fringe lineup pertaining to the 
idiot who ruined it for everyone: 
I'm not proud to have these events 
transpire. I made the incredibly asi- 
nine decision to get the bovine to 
stand in line. I cannot begin to even 
imagine what everyone in the line 
had to endure. I never fully com- 
prehended the scope of the pain 
that was caused by this individual, 
and for that, I apologize. I don’t for 
a single moment pretend to know 
what you went through, and the 
fact that you had to endure any- 


AraxiArslanian > Be 
Parting is such sweet sorrow 


thing is unforgivable.” 

Sveen also makes an important 
correction to our account of the 
incident: while he tours with the 
Yuk Yuk’s comedy chain, Yuk Yuk’s 
had nothing whatsoever to do with 
hiring the lineup guy, as we origi- 
nally reported. We accept. your 
apology, Paul Jesus, after that letter, 
how could we refuse?) and we 
hope the Yuk Yuk's people accept 
ours in return. (PM) 


Sniff... bye, Araxi 


As the new year brings change, so it 
goes with Theatre Notes. Studly Vue 
reporter Paul Matwychuk /Hey— 
get your hand off my thigh, Araxi! 
—PM]/ will take the reins in 1999 
Yours truly will be making a move 
to Toronto, joining a coterie of 
Edmonton talents quietly taking 
over the big crab-apple 

I wish you all good hair days, 
hot monkey-love, and work work 
work! No other city has the satura- 
tion of artists that Edmonton has 
Five years of witnessing that craft 
in action, both brilliant and other- 
wise, has been nothing short of an 
honour. Thank you 

Remember, send your theatre 
news, announcements, auditions, 
calls for stuff and any pertinent info 
to Theatre Notes, attention Pau! 
Matwychuk, in person or by snail- 
mail to #307, 10080 Jasper Avenue, 
TSJ 1V9; by fax to 426-2889 or by e- 
mail to <theatrenotes@vue.ab.ca> 
Feliz Navidad! (AA) o 


Getting to the Heart of it 


A Hard one to 
figure out 


By KIM MacDONALD 


f you think you're having a lousy 

Christmas season, you should talk 
to David Baynes. His wife has left 
him, he’s just realized 
that the man he invited 
over for beers after the 
bar has entirely the 
wrong idea about him, 
and then his mother-in- 
law, Agatha, shows up at 
2 a.m. to pass on some 
rather unfortunate news about her 
husband. And just when things 
seem like they couldn’t get worse, 
he has to find a way to tell Agatha 
(who wasn’t told about the separa- 
tion) where his wife is. 

Hard Hearts, a holiday offering 
from the Christmas Play Co-op, has 
the makings of a great comedy— 
the script has plenty of double 
entendres and some hilarious 
moments. Playwright Elliot Hayes 
excels at making the absurd seem 
credible, often drawing parallels 
between the events in the play and 
things like the death of Tennessee 
Williams. 


He also dresses down ideas that The exception is Patricia Casey's In this show, the audience gets 
Society takes just a little too seri- turn as Agatha, a woman who takes the ending hout the, sati 1c : 
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Hard Hearts * Roxy 
Theatre * to Dec. 20 


chology technique of role-playing, 
not to mention the notion of com- 
munication (“passé”) and divorce 
in the Catholic church (“adultery is 
more Catholic than divorce”). The 
little moments here are great. The 
problem is, they’re few and_ far 
between, especially in the first act. 


A stiff and a Dick 


Hayes picks up the pace 
in act two with the 
arrival of David's wife 
Anne and her police 
detective lover, Dick, 
who have come to 
investigate the sudden demise of 
David's nameless and unidentifiable 
guest (Timothy Anderson). The 
repartee between Glenn Nelson's 
David and Karen Gartner's Anne, 
who haven't seen each other since 
she decided she needed some time 
“alone,” is excellent—sharp and 
believable. Unfortunately, the body 
language between the two charac- 
ters isn't. The closeness that would 
be expected of a couple who have 
admitted they're still in love with 
each other just isn't there. The per- 
formances are uneven throughout 
the play, over-the-top in the first act 
and inconsistent in the second. 


premeditation, but this is, well, 
overkill. Her actions are funny in a 
sick, twisted, ridiculous way. 


The mighty Casey 


Casey takes a very matter-of-fact 
approach to the role.Agatha insists, 
for instance that her philandering 
husband died of natural causes— 
after all,“jealousy’s natural.” She did- 
n't want to hurt him, she says; she 
just wanted to kill him. She almost 
enjoys relating the story of what 
she did, debating premeditation 
and insanity pleas with Dick. 
Agatha also has some of the best 
lines in the script, and elicits some 
great reactions from David and 
Dick (lan Horobin). 

But Casey alone can't save 
Hard Hearts from mediocrity. The 
ending is anticlimatic and carned 
only lukewarm applause from the 
audience the night I attended. Per- 
haps all this show needed was one 
more rewrite, or a slightly different 
spin in the directing. Either way, 
something vital is missing from this 
production. Near the end of the 
play, Anne tells Dayid that he has 
come to expect happy endings, 
adding that “You can't have the 
happy without the ending” 


GALLERY SHOP 


DEG. Yet. aia 


@ 25% off selected books, 
cards, stationary, posters 
and much more! 


“Bonus gift: Bring this 

ad along to receive two free 
passes to The Edmonton 
Art Gallery - a great 
stocking stuffer! 
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JESUS:..HE’S BAAACK! 


Theatre Network presents The Rink-A-Dink Inc. Production of 
RONNIE BURKETT THEATRE OF MARIONETTES IN 


STREET OF: 


2] Mele)» 


Created and Performed by Ronnie Burkett 
ADULT THEMES 


ANUARY 7-31, 1999 Tickets 453-2440 
THEATRE NETWORK'’s Roxy Theatre 10 et 


LANGUAGE - not suitable for children 
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‘Could Use Some Therapy? 


Burn your Regrets...Light a Candle of Hope... 
and countdown to the Millennium... 
all at First Night ‘99! 


Buttons now on sale at all Cleaning By Page and 7-Eleven Locations, 
TIX on the Square, and the First Night Festival Office (9664 Jasper Avenue) 


Buttons only $8; $16 on site 


‘Could use some extra cash-to pay off those Christmas bills? 
Buy a First Night 50/50 ticket pre-fest at the Eaton Centre Information Desk, TIX on the Square 
and the Festival Office...or on-site on December 31st. Draw date: January 4th! 


€monton —Journal power 


THE WESTIN HOTEL 
Edmonton 


Button Up and Support First Night! 
First Night is an independent non-profit society. 
Buying a button supports the festival and its operations. 


any ;: 
til Christmas! 
Personalize your gifts in our pottery painting studio 
(last kiln firing Dec. 22) 
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Christmas Train needs 
to shake its caboose 


Play derailed by 
low attendance 


By EVA MARIE CLARKE 


h, no—I feel like the Grinch. 

It's a reviewer’s unenviable 
task to critique Christmas shows. 
There's the temptation 
to enter into the holiday 
spirit and dispense raves 
left, right and centre— 
mainly because panning 
good-hearted produc- 
tions invites a lump of 
coal in the stocking on 
December 25. 

Christmas Train has a lot going 
for it—a good story, a relatively 
witty script and a lot of down- 
home charm.At 10 bucks a pop, it’s 
also a lot more financially accessi- 
ble to families looking for a Christ- 
mas outing than The Nutcracker 
playing upstairs at the Jube. Its a 
warm, sincere, unabashedly ama- 
teur little show that combines 
some music, a little dancing and 
great big dollops of uncynical 
Christmas cheer.This is theatre you 
can take your granny to see (which 
is, incidentally, exactly what I did). 

The premise is simple. Up-and- 
coming playwright Hilary Hutton 
has an 18-hour train ride to Van- 
couver in which to complete her 
TV script, New Thoughts, but her 
plans for a constructive creative 
interlude are shanghaied by her fel- 
low passengers. And what an 
eccentric lot they are—to start 
with, there’s the down-to-earth, 
Christmas-ornament-dispensing 
train conductor, Billie Baldwin. This 
isn't her job, it’s her vocation, and 
Sarina Baird turns in a nice perfor- 
mance in the role, managing to 
make lines about giving passengers 
under her care the “perfect fantasy 
train ride” believable 


Dec. 20 


A flamboyant German? 


The most consistently amusing per- 
formances are turned in by Chris 
Ginter and Rachael Smith as a cou- 
ple of bickering teenage runaways, 
They've escaped the clutches of 
their overbearing grandmother in 


REVUE 


Christmas Train ® 
Kaasa Theatre ¢ to 


Wetaskiwin (in an ambulance no 
less!) and are intent on having a 
cool Christmas in Vancouver. 

There’s also the flamboyant 
German playwright Ute Butterbrot, 
who has a penchant for self-promo- 
tion and eye-catching ensembles. 
Judith Boyle is fine in the role, 
although her accent is intermittent. 
In the main role, Char- 
maine Tiegs is good, but 
not particularly engag- 
ing. 

Rounding out the 
passenger list are banis- 
ter consultant Lenden 
Meany (Todd Kuziw) 
and inventor Spencer 
Morgan (Del Taylor). Kuziw falls vic- 
tim to the challenge of playing 
someone roughly 50 years older 
than himself—the performance 
simply isn’t believable. 

It’s not giving anything away to 

. say that Hilary rewrites her script 

with her traveling companions as 

the characters—or that the produc- 

ers in Vancouver love the end prod- 

uct. This is a happy-ending kind of 
play. 


Pump up the volume 


The show’s main failings are a lack 
of energy and occasional line flubs, 
but both problems will probably 
iron themselves out as the cast gets 
used to the audience and the hous- 
es (hopefully) get larger. If the cast 
spoke up more, it might fix the 
energy level. Scene changes you 
could drive a festive locomotive 
through don’t help the pacing 
much, either. < 

Despite all this, Christmas 
Train is enjoyable-It’s an agreeable 
night at the theatre and deserves a 
better turn out than the 20 or so 
people who showed up on open- 
ing night. 

It’s the cast’s spirited rendition 
of “The Christmas Waltz” that 
warms the cockles—it’s a lovely 
song, encapsulating wlrat the sea- 
son and the show are really all 
about. “It’s that time of year when 
the world falls in love...” 

And the audience is left with a 
spring in the step and a big Christ- 
mas grin. 
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Truth in advertising goes 


up in Smokeball 


Carlill v. the Carbolic Smokeball Company ® Courtroom play nose the facts about wonder treatwnents 


Play inspired by 
historic contract- 
law case 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


‘m a law-school graduate, embar- 


troshock-therapy-happy analyst. 
The play asks whether medicine 
has advanced much since the days 
of the Smokeball. 

“Every reader of Vue has prob- 
ably heard of Prozac and Viagra 
and knows what these drugs pur- 
portedly do,” says Kurt Spenrath, 
who plays Larry the analyst as well 


Five times the fun 


For their part, Rowe and Spenrath 
scem like two of the least 
depressed people in town. Rowe 
has popped back into Edmonton 
for the holiday season, fresh from a 
very successful sold-out run of her 
play Benedetta Carlini: Lesbian 


| Good For ONE Free Entry 
/ Until 10 pm 


- 62 Ave 


Ph: 433-3663 


All of Vue Weekly's 
articles and listings 
/are online at: 


http://vue.ab.ca 


You shouldn't laugh, but you will 
THE CHRISTMAS PLAY CO-OP 


PRESENTS 


N . 7 
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Starring: 


fassingly enough, so I actually as a character known only as “The Nun of Renaissance Italy! in DEC. 10 = 20, 
Know a few things about the case Spirit of Marketing.” “But that's Toronto. Carlill v, the Carbolic Glenn Nelson Ti S 8 
of Carlill v.The Carbolic because of a big, big Smokeball Company, meanwhile, Timothy }. Anderson ues-Sat pm 
Smokeball Company— th f push to have these was a hit two summers ago at the : 
the subject and title of Ga re products known by Fringe festival here in Edmonton Patriga Casey Sun 2pm 


Rosemary Rowe's latest 
production, as well as 
one of the most impor- 
tant and often-discussed 
decisions in the history 
of contract law. In fact, 
the U of A law students’ 
annual formal dance is called “The 
Carbolic Smoke Ball.” A scene in 
The Paper Chase begins with John 
Houseman in tight close-up mak- 
ing the stentorian request for a stu- 
dent to “provide the facts of Car- 
bolic... Smoke... Ball!” 

In 1893, Lucy Carlill purchased 
a package of Carbolic Smokeballs, 
a dubious patent medicine. The 
manufacturers promised in their 
advertising that if you used the 
ball regularly, you would be pro- 
tected from a whole host of ail- 
ments: colds, bronchitis, tuberculo- 
sis—you name it. If you got sick, 
they'd pay you a handsome 
reward. Poor Lucy used the ball, 
got sick and sued the company to 
make good on their “contract” to 
show her the money. 

As far as law students are con- 
cerned, the court’s ruling in the 
matter clarified once and for all the 
difference between an offer of a 
binding unilateral contract and a 
mere “invitation to treat.” But when 
Rowe, who once worked as a para- 
legal, learned about the case from 
her lawyer father, she was struck by 


PREVUE 


Carlill v. the Carbolic 
Smokeball Company 
Varscona Theatre ¢ 
Dec. 22-27 


name among the gener- 
al public. And maybe 
that’s not really a good 
thing to do when it 
comes to products like 
these—maybe pharma- 
ceutical products 
shouldn't be marketed the same 
way Coke is.” 

“Prozac is the biggest Band-Aid 
on the market,” says Rowe.“You feel 
a little down, you feel a little too 
‘up, you're not eating enough—you 
take a pill for any little problem you 
have.” 

“But that’s what marketing is all 
about,” Spenrath argues. “It’s all 
about instant fulfilment, instant 
gratification—in exchange for your 
money. And sometimes depression 
is, well, good. You can be motivated 
to take active, constructive steps to 
alleviate that depression.” 


Then, it was a one-man show; this 
time out, it’s been turned into a 
conventional five-actor play. 

Rowe says the change gave 
her “a better opportunity to 
explore the characters, who they 
are, their relationship to each 
other. I think the parallels 
between the two stories were 
always clear, but they're even 
clearer now and more interesting 
with two entirely different people 
playing the parts.” 

I'm gratified to learn that some- 
body is using his or her legal 
knowledge in an artistic way. Per- 
haps Rowe should investigate tort 
law next year: the landmark case in 
that area is Donoghue y. Stevenson, 
which involves an old woman find- 
ing a snail in a bottle of ginger beer. 
If that’s not drama, I don’t know 
what is. oO 


Karen Gartner 
lan Horobin 


A Comedy of Bad Manners 
by Elliott Hayes 


Directed by Michael Clark 


Designed by 
Richard Green 
and Robert Shannon 


cau. 452-1296 


FOR TIX AND INFO 


at the Roxy 
Theatre 


Something 
completely 
different 
for the 
holidays! 


Tix: $15 Regular 
$10 Seniors Seudents/Equity 
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Opening Night 


Fri, 18 Dec 7-9 PM 


A festive celebration of the tale yf 
| artists. There will be wide 


the many modern-day applications 
of Carlill’s story. 


Weighing the Prozacs 
and Conzacs 

Maren Ord 

Dale Ladouceur 
Vivek Bilgi 

Notre Dames des 
Bananes Choir 
Robert Jagodizinski 


“What interested me most about it,” 
says Rowe, “was the ‘truth in adver- 
tising’ element: what we expect 
from the products we buy and 
whether they come through with 
those promises or not.” Half of 
Rowe's play follows Lucy's court 
battle, but the other half tells a par- 
allel present-day story about a 
Severely depressed young man 
named Lewis who falls into the 
hands ‘of an untrustworthy, elec- - 


Senator Doug Roche 


Guest speaker: 


Old Strathcona Arts Barns 


83 Avenue 10 
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THE OMEGA MAN 


One thing that science fiction fans (and writers for that matter) pride themselves on 
is originality in science fiction—always write a new story The problem with this is 
that in popular culture and media, originality often has to go by the wayside. For 


“¢xample, tonight’s movie The Omega Man is based on a 1945 novel called 1 Am 


Legend, and that novel was adapted the first time in a movie starring Vincent Price 
called The Last Man on Earth in 1964. This movie dealt with (as did the book) vam- 
pirism. We have little to none of that in tonight's movie —just hints of it. | am Leg- 
end was the title of a recent project that Rigley Scott and Arnold Schwarzenegger 
were working on that was canceled. So the idea of remakes keeps coming back 
again and again, and it’s an old idea that goes all the way back to the Middle Ages 
and the Renaissance. The fact is that the cult of originality is more of a 19th centu- 
ry invention in the world of the arts. And that cult may in fact get in the way of cre- 
ative and meaningful retellings. Just look at what Shakespeare did retelling all the 
old stories he had to work with. Popular culture now is simply tapping into old pat- 
terns of storytelling. Just look at music covers. 

Many of you undoubtedly know Charlton Heston from some of his earlier bible 
epic pictures—The Ten Commandments where he plays Moses, and Ben-Hur 
where he has the title role. In the 60s and early 70s Heston shifted into the genre 
of science fiction and made pictures like The Omega Man (our movie tonight), 
Planet of the Apes, Beneath the Planet of the Apes and Soylent Green. He gradually 
changed the way we perceived him so that now we can imagine him as the anti- 


Whero. A clear contrast in the genre of science fiction to the clearly heroic American 


heroes in science fiction movies of the ‘50s. And a contrast again with the more 
recent muscular anti-heroes that guys like Arnold Schwarzenegger have played 
throughout the 80s and early 90s. So the question is, “Do actors come along to 
change a genre? Or, does a changing genre—say science fiction—require new 
types of actors? Or, the third option is, do these things just happen simultaneously 
and the right people are in the right places at the right time?” 

The Omega Man is what you might call part of the last man on earth motif or 
maybe even a genre by now. Part of the endless array of end of the world scenar- 
ios that have been inspired by contemporary fears of various kinds of calamities. 
But it’s important to remember that these things aren't the real focus of the science 
fiction story—other contemporary conflicts are often played out in these movies. 
And that fundamentally—you've got to know this—science fiction stories are 
essentially about now. So let me get this movie clearly in your sights and then we'll 
take another shot at it afterwards. 


As you've seen, The Omega Man is an extreme example of the high-rise prison 
syndrome—the fear of going down and mixing among the commoners—the elite 
versus the commoner. In 1971, when this movie was made, this might not have 
been.so far away from the truth in New York——a guy that essentially won't give up 
his old apartment. The typical gun-touting liberty defending American traditionalist. 
And Neval, above the rest in luxury and a former scientist, is the elite of the elite.. 
And he represents all kinds of authority. Yet he lives in fear—a depiction | think, of 
the tensions of the time —you might even argue our time. That their fight can only 
end in death between Neval and the family is only too apparent. And how much or 
how little we sympathize with him depends on our own political beliefs to a certain 
extent 

What we have here essentially is a movie about the anti-hero’s transformation 
and how love and the discovery that the children are still alive turns him around. 
There is after all hope for the future. And he isn’t the last man. When Neval discov- 
ers the location of the family’s hideout, we know he has changed because he 


t-decides he doesn’t have to go there to wipe them out anymore. He's going to let 


them wipe themselves out—that’s as cruel as a conservative gets actually. He final- 
ly becomes even more heroic and decides to go after Ritchie, he try to save Lisa. 
None of that works, but he does manage to save the serum that’s going to save the 
world. So he does manage to become heroic in the end. 

What we've got here, surprisingly, is a movie with some religious contradic- 
tions. First of all we have Mythius and the anti-liberal media bias of the movie. 


_ After all, he is a former reporter who has now become a cult leader. Not much dif- 


ference some people might say. And the family that he leads is anti-technological 
and wants to cleanse the earth. And there are a lot of religious overtones among 
the family. They are a hippie-like group and there is a anti-hippie bias throughout 
the movie. Mythius refuses the cure and wants to destroy everything that brought 
man down. So there are these religious overtones. There are also religious under- 
tones running throughout the movie. For example, when a little kid asks Neval if 
he’s God, and in the end where he makes the sacrifice of his own blood to save the 
world. A little symbolism there—and if you didn’t get that, there's also the final 
crucifixion position that Neval dies in the fountain (that is something that is high- 
lighted during the credits). This isn’t really an anti-religious movie, or even a pro- 
religious movie, it's simply aimed at social movement of the time and at mindless 


“conformism in general. Although some people might argue that Heston becomes a 


kind of republican Christ here. !'ll let you think about that one, but for now let's go 


ine eel oe lc ape 


y aes) 


Rex 


Canadian film. 
deserving of five 
nominations 


By NICOLA SIMPSON 


Or in Canada could two men 
take a road trip, get ripped on 
magic mushroom tea and then 
attempt to torpedo a cof 
fin in the Queen Char- 
lotte Islands. Only in 
Canada would this be 
actually funny, not down- 
fight stupid. 

Black comedy is a 
Canadian specialty, kind 
of like pemmican or maple candy. 
Rupert's Land is somewhere in the 
middle, taste-wise. 

The story is fairly simple. It’s a 
road movie, but it takes a left turn 
somewhere near Powell River. Two 
half-brothers, Dale and Rupert, head 


Sincerity redeems 
hoary premise 


By RUSSELL MULVEY 


‘m perfectly willing to believe in 


living snowmen. In fact, I’m pret- > 


ty much willing to believe in any- 
thing—Klingons, talking 
ants, talking pigs,a funny 
Woody Allen movie. Any- 
thing. You could say that 
my disbelief is in a con- 
stant state of suspen- 
sion. 

Maybe that’s why I 
think Jack Frost is an 
okay movie, even 
though it’s about as profound and 
emotionally complex as that Frosty 
the Snowman cartoon that plays 
on TV around this time of year. Jack 
Frost is no A Charlie Brown Christ- 
mas ot The Grinch That Stole 
Christmas, but it does achieve a 
certain sincere sentimentality. 

Jack Frost (Michael Keaton) is a 
struggling musician with a loving 
wife and son (Kelly Preston and 
Joseph Cross). While hurrying 
home from a Christmas Eve perfor- 
mance before a gaggle of record 


® Daily 


Jack Frost * Cineplex 
Odeon/Famous Players 


from Vancouver to Prince Rupert to 
attend their father’s funeral. Dale’s 
pregnant fiancée and his conniving 
mother trail behind, and a trio of 
thugs grown mighty on B.C. bud are 
also in hot pursuit. Dale (played by 
lan Tracey) is a somewhat tortured 
soul. He's fairly one-dimensional, and 
Tracey comes off as a Callum Keith 
Rennie wannabe, only without the 
magnetism. He picks up steam later 
in the film and, through 
his misadventures with 
Rupert, becomes much 
more interesting. 


REVUE 


Rupert’s Land @ 
Cineplex Odeon Daily 


If you got it, don’t 
flaunt it 


Rupert (played by English actor 
Samuel West) is just wonderful. Hay- 
ing been taken to Britain by his 
mother as a boy, he hasn't seen Dale 
in 20 years. In the meantime, he’s 
passed along the tradition of “head- 
flushing” to the British boarding- 


Jack Frost doesn’t bite 


his son builds a snowman and plays 
a tune on his father’s harmonica. 
Magically, the snowman is invested 
with Jack's spirit and comes to life. 
Jack the snowman undertakes to 
do all the fatherly things with his 
son that Jack the musician never 
had time for. This involves snowball 
fights, tobogganing, snowball 
fights, fixing the sink, 
some more snowball 
fights and hockey. Along 
the way, young Frost 
learns that his father 
really did love him. 


Film stands up 
toCross _ 
examination 


If this outline sounds like it 
involves a lot of cheap, snowy sen- 
timent... well, it does, but it works, 
mostly because of Cross. Cross 
acted with Keaton in last year's 
Desperate Measures, but that film 
only hinted at what a good actor he 
is. Amazingly, his scenes with the 
animatronic snowman (which 
make up most of the movie) are 
never unbelievable. Cross never 
gives any indication that he is act- 
ing opposite a special effect—and 
not just opposite a special effect, 
but in front of a blank green screen 


school establishment and has 
become a tight-ass lawyer. He grits 
his teeth at Dale’s cocky grin and 
maintains that he just wants to see 
some nice vistas and catch a salmon. 
West has a real talent for understat- 
ed comedy (a bit like Hugh Grant, 
only without the incessant blinking 
and stuttering), and does a fine job 
as a confused wanker trying to find 
his roots among the conifers of 
coastal B.C. 

What's great about Rupert's 
Land is that it doesn’t flaunt this 
journey of self-discovery in your 
face. Some characters learn about 
themselves, but mostly they learn 
about each other. The film avoids 
false sentimentality and a pat ending, 
leaving the audience smiling—it 
doesn’t take the easy way out, and is 
light on the brotherly bonding 
shmaltz. 


Rupert’s Land 


continues on page 31 = 


and not outdoors amidst the Col- 
orado Rockies, as it appears on 
screen. 

His scenes with the human 
Michael Keaton are equally believ- 
able. Strangely, Keaton the musi- 
cian is less believable than Keaton 
the snowman, Preston, mean- 
while, is not as well integrated 
into the movie. She is slightly mis- 
cast and tends to rely on her 
pouty overbite to express far too 
many emotions. 


Miller chiller uses filler 


“First-time director Troy Miller knew 
what he was doing when he kept 
this story simple. Miller under- 
stands that for this kind of movie to 
work, it must adopt the same sim- 
ple storytelling style as all those 
animated Christmas specials. His 
streamlined storyline does contain 
a few unnecessary action scenes 
which pad out the movie's 90-min- 
utes-orso running time, but they 
play well. 

Jack Frost is a nice little film, 
particularly for the eight-and-under 
crowd. There’s nothing particularly 
offensive about it, and in fact, the 
gawky, clumsy, simple way it plucks 
at your heart strings is only part of 
its. chamm..;yoi2 bos) ste aas) 
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24th-century Star Trek franchise living i in the past 


Insurrection lacks 
the human touch 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


tar Trek; Insurrection (which, 

by the way, doesn't even contain 
a true insurrection) is a dull morali- 
ty play centering around 
a miraculous “fountain 
of youth" planet. The 
planet belongs to the 
Federation, but a gang of 
aliens known as the 
Son’a have entered into 
a partnership with them 
to exploit its unique 
properties. The only 
hitch to the Son’a’s plan is that it 
would require the forced reloca- 
tion of the planet's 600 unsuspect- 
ing inhabitants, a race known as the 
Ba’ku. Captain Picard and his crew, 
naturally, band together to prevent 
the assault. 

What a wet-blanket conception 
these Ba’ku are! We're told that at 
one time they roamed the universe, 
using gadgetry every bit as sophis- 
ticated as the Federation’s. But now 
they've renounced technology, 
which they say is inherently 
destructive and soul-deadening. 
They've settled instead on this 
utopian planet, where they can live 
forever and pursue a wholesome 
agrarian lifestyle. 

But the celebration of the Ba’ku 
way of life just seems perverse, 
given the fact that Star Trek has 
always celebrated the exploration 
of space and prized those charac- 
ters who can improvise technolog- 
ical solutions to dangerous situa- 
tions. I couldn’t help thinking how 
hypocritical it is to hold these Lud- 
dites up as model citizens in the 
middle of a multi-million-dollar 
movie that uses as many high-tech 
sound effects and computer graph- 
ics as this one. 


An Enterprise-ing crew 


And in truth, director Jonathan 
Frakes doesn’t seem all that inter- 
ested in the Ba’ku. (All we really 
find out about their utopian 
lifestyle is that they're very good 
quilters and hackysack players.) 


Rupert’s Land 


= continued from page 30 


All the acting is superb, particu- 
larly from the supporting cast 
which includes Susan Hogan as 
Dale’s mother Trudy and George 
Wendt as Dale and Rupert’s father's 
best friend. Hogan manages to 
instill real sensitivity and depth into 
a character that could easily have 
been just bitchy, meddling and 
tawdry. And it’s to Wendt’s credit 
that we can forget he played Norm 
Peterson on Cheers for so many 
years, and simply be delighted by 
his irascible turn as an aging hippie 
ex-fisherman who spouts such 
Philosophical reflections as “We 
have peered up the asshole of 
death” 


Which wa 
Rose 


to the 


The sole fault of the film is one 
shared by many (some may even 
Say most) Canadian films—it seems 
like very little is happening. The 


first half of the movie is almost . 


tedious in its deliberation to be qui- 
hes atvesing and slow! 


Star Trek: 
Insurrection * Famous 
Players © Daily 


REVUE 


The Ba’ku don’t even use weapons, 
and wind up mutely milling about 
in the background while the stal- 
wart Enterprise crew orders them 
around and protects them from 
Son’a attacks. There's not a single 
memorable Ba’ku character in the 
movie. Donna Murphy plays Anij, a 
Ba’ku woman with whom Picard 
shares a dull romantic 
subplot—Murphy is a 
two-time Tony-award 
winner, but you'd never 
guess she was anything 
special from the role 
she’s given here. 

Star Trek movies 
have always been poor 
at depicting human 
relationships, though. It’s no coin- 
cidence that the most memorable 
modern Trek characters, aside 
from Picard, have tended to be 
aliens or machines: Data, Worf, the 
Doctor, Quark. There’s rarely any 
human passion in these movies 
Has a Trek movie ever contained a 
sex scene, or ¢ven a really hot kiss? 
In Insurrection, there’s a very 
chaste bathtub scene between Troi 
and Riker, but Frakes stages it as if 
the very idea of two adults sharing 
a bubble bath were in itself wildly 
naughty. 


Are you listening, 
Joan Rivers? 


The creepy scenes between Data 
and the Borg Queen in First Con- 
tact are the closest the series has 
ever come to getting some darker, 
more complicated emotions on 
the screen. Similarly in Insurrec- 
tion, it’s the villain, Son’a leader 
Ru’afo (played by FE Murray Abra- 
ham), who provides the film’s 
most entertaining moments. He’s a 
vain, petulant schemer whose 
head looks like it’s encased in a 
loose bag of skin, like the Scare- 
crow in The Wizard of Oz—he 
periodically undergoes “flesh- 
Stretching exercises” which 
mechanically pull it more tightly 
over his skull. He’s like an aging 
diva who's become addicted to 
facelifts; whenever one of his 
plans goes wrong, he lets out a 
tantrummy yowl of displeasure. 
“The Federation is getting 


ing. Every scene does not have a 
purpose—hell, some scenes don’t 
even seem to end! 

Director Jonathon Tammuz picks 
up the pace after some particularly 
funny moments, including one when 
an inebriated Rupert tries to con- 
vince a policewoman that he's dri- 
ving a parade float (which the vehi- 
cle is registered as), not a dilapidated 
truck. 

Despite the bitter frustration 
Canadian producers often feel over 
the inadequacies of the Feature Film 
Distribution Fund and all the road- 
blocks in the way of getting Canadi- 
an movies to the public, sometimes 
it’s easier to blame a film’s failure on 
the fact that it just isn’t any good. 
Rupert’s Land can blame the the- 
atres if it does poorly, not the prod- 
uct. 

Rupert's Land is a poignant and 
often laugh-outloud funny movie 
that combines the quirkiness we 
have come to expect from Canadian 
humour and the self-effacing bush- 
whacking that goes along with it.The 
five Genie award nominations it has 
received are well deserved. So slap 
on some patriotism and head to the 
theatres to support a truly original 

ecnmniienntiil ado sia 1 


et 
Star Trek: Insurrection ® Gunning for another hit 


old, a snaky Starfleet admiral tells 
Picard, “under constant attack 
from every other empire in the 
galaxy.” The producers of the Trek 
series must feel a lot like the Fed- 
eration, as their big, old-fashioned 
franchise continues to lose 
ground to fantasy/sci-fi shows like 


The X-Files and Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer—shows 10 times smarter, 
sexier, funnier and nimbler. (At 
one point in /nsurrection, Picard 
wins an dogfight 
when he distracts his opponent 


outer-space 


by getting him to sing along to a 
number from HMS Pinafore—did 


n't the filmmakers realize that 
Bart Simpson used this trick five 
years ago?) 

As they try and extend the 
series, the Trek producers seem 
more and more like the Son'a. This 
whole lumbering movie is one big 
flesh-stretching exercise LV) 


special 
premiere of the 
1998 World's Best 
Commercials 
on Monday, 
December 21. 
We are offering 
the advertising 
community and the 
public an opportunity 
to view the 
commercials 
for the first time! 


For only 


$5.00 
you can help out 
the Food Bank 
and have an 
enjoyable 
evening out. 


* Non-perishable 
food items 
appreciated. 


Monday, 


Dec. 21 
at 7:00 pm 


Tickets can be purchased at: 


GARNEAU 
theatre _ 


MOVIE PREVOUEERE 


Attend a special premiere of the 1998 Worid’s Best Commercials 
and help out the Edmonton Food Bank. 
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Reception: 6 - 7pm ¢ Show Begins: 7pm. 
Beer & Wine can be purchased during the reception portion of the event 


and orders of ten tickets or more, 
Coke-Kerr & Associates at 484-8872. 


Or the following locations of 


Chapters South 


3227 Calgary Tr. S. (431-9694 


Chapters Strath 
10504 - 82 Avenue ( 


Chapters West 


Ox) 7 0) Beta 
YEAR'S BEST! 
A STAR-MAKING 
PERFORMANCE 
By CATE 
BLANCHETT!” 


- Mike Cidani, 
WOKR-TV/ABC 
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PARAMOUNT THX 
10233 Jasper Ave. 428-1307 
STAR TREK:INSURRECTION (PG) THX 
FAI SAT SUN MON TUE WED 1:00 4:00 7:15 10:15 
thu 1:00 4:00 PM 

?WESTMOUNT CTR. 
111 Ave. & Groat Rd. 455-8726 
| $6.50 GENERAL ADMISSION 


$3.00 CHILDREN 
& GOLDEN AGE 
$4.00 TUESDAY & MATINEES 


YOU'VE GOT MAIL (PG) FRI SAT SUN MON 
TUE WED 1:00 4:00 7:00 9:45 THU 1:00-4:00 PM 
A BUG'S LIFE (G) FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED 
AQIS 2:15 4-30 6:45 9:15 THU 12:15 2:15 4:30 PM. 
STAR TREK:INSURRECTION (PG) FRI SAT 
ae ae TUE WED 1:15 4:15 7:15 10:00 THU 1:15 


ENEMY OF THE STATE (14A) Coarse 
Language, violent scenes. FRI SAT SUM MOM TUE 
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WESTMALL 

West Edmonton Mall 444-1242 
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WED 12:45 3:45 7:15 10:15 THU 12:45 3:45 7:15 PM. 

Ec BUGS LIFE (G) FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED 
(2:15-2:15 4:30 6:45 9:15 THU 12:15 4:30 6:45 PM. 


- - 


-00 MATINEES DAILY! 


‘AY PARTICIPATING THEATRES) 


(AT PERFORMANCES PRIOR TO 6:00 PM) 
EXCEPT SATURDAY, SUNDAY & STATUTORY HOLIDAYS 


Showtimes effective: FRI, December 18-THU, December 24, 1998. 


2e 


ELIZABETH 
Nightly at 7 & 9:30 p.m. 


(no 7 p.m. show Monday, Dec. 21) 
Sat. & Sun. matinees @ 1 & 3:30 p.m. 


* 14A violent & gory scenes 


LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL 
Nightly at 7:00 and 9:30 p.m. 
with Sat. & Sun. Matinees 
@ 1:00 and 3:30 p.m. 
“PG: 


STAR TREK:INSURRECTION(PG) FA SAT SUN 
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7:30 PH. 
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ee rr age, violent scenes. 
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STAR TREK:INSURRECTION (PG) FRi SAT SUN 
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12:45 3:00 5:10 7:45 9:50 THU 12:45 3:00 5:10 7:45 
Px 
JACK FROST (PG) FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED 
12:30 4:30 7:00 9:40 THU 12:30 4:30 7:00 PM. 
PRINCE OF EGYPT (PG) FRI SAT SUN MON TUE 
WED 1:30 4:10 6:45 9:15 thu 1:30 4:10 6:45 PM. 
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French film will 
plow you under 


By ATUL KHULLAR 


Wee European film is 
often like spinning a roulette 
wheel. You can try playing the 
odds and rely on the 
often meaningless a- 
wards and honours for 
guidance. (Case. in 
point: Crash won some 
European awards.) But 
from directors without 
a track record, you're 
frequently just taking a 
stab in the dark. 

Sometimes you nail 
the number dead-on and get bril- 
liance, such as Kieslowski’s Three 
Colours trilogy, the sort of thing 
that makes you wonder if you'll 
ever watch anything in a regular 
theatre again. 

And sometimes all your chips 
get raked off the table with a pre- 
tentious piece of Eurotrash like 
Will It Snow for Christmas? that 
makes you think maybe The 
Waterboy wasn’t that bad after 
all. 

The film concerns a young 
mother, played by Dominique Rey- 
mond, who lives with her seven 
illegitimate children on a French 
farm with no heat or plumbing. 
Yet she is a strong woman, fierce- 
ly protective and caring of her 
children. Now throw in the evil 
father (Daniel Duval) who, with 


his real family elsewhere, uses his_ 


entire secondary clan as slave 
labour on the farm. He works 
them to the bone, abuses them 
verbally and has no qualms about 
either activity.And the mother still 
stays because of her love for the 
kids and him. 

Puh-leeze. This kind of stuff 
could only happen in France. Still, 
European directors are notorious 
for their ability to overcome 
implausible plots and deliver com- 
pelling films. (Case in point #2: 
The Vanishing.) 


L'amour fou 
You can get a hint of what went 


wrong with this movie from the 
words of first-time director San- 


Will It Snow for 
Christmas? * Metro 

Cinema, Zeidler Hall © 
Dec. 18-20 
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foreign 


werner! Will it Snow? gets chilly reception 


will It Snow for Christmas? ® If it does, you don’t get your money back 


The kids are alright 


drine Veysset: “Love stories can’t 
be judged, they are simply there. If 
you don't understand the love 
story between the father and the 
mother, the film does not hold.” 

Well, guess what? The “love” 
story is incomprehensible, be- 
cause Veysset doesn’t bother to 
illustrate the early days of the rela- 
tionship—most likely because she 
felt that it should have been 
“there.” The viewer ends up con- 
fused as to how any self-respect- 
ing woman could ever have had 
one child with this guy, let alone 
seven. 

Veysset also succumbs to the 
fatal French flaw: style over sub- 
stance. By using a plain farm set- 
ting and omitting all traces of 
humour, wit or even~ music 
(except at the end), she painstak- 
ingly creates a world as stark as 
the mother’s outlook. However, 
what Veysset doesn’t realize is by 
failing to include an engaging 
story, her stark film becomes 
empty and barely watchable, a 
maddeningly repetitive series of 
scenes depicting barren living 
conditions, dreary farm chores, 
and verbal abuse. 


You can’t help but ask yourself, 
“Why doesn’t this woman do 
something about this subhuman 
treatment?” or “Don’t child sup- 
port laws or social services exist in 
France?” 

To the director’s credit, the 
scenes with the children are well 
done and bring a depth to a movie 
that would otherwise be intolera- 
ble. This treatment of children as 
actual characters on a par with 
adults is a quality that is sorely lack- 
ing in North American movies, 
which tend to use children either 
for cheap sympathy or cloying 
cuteness. 

Given the limitations of the 
script, the acting is decent. Rey- 
mond is a classically trained Swiss 
actress who does what she can 
with her role, and Duval is talented 
at being mean to everybody. Still, 
the children are the film’s only 
interesting characters. 

This is a forgettable, boring, 
unhappy movie that will end up as 
filler programming on Showcase in 
five years. Will It Snow for Christ- 
mas? stinks on ice. oO 


CINEMARK THEATRES 


$1.50 ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6 PM 


$2.00 SHOWS AFTER 6 PM 


$1.00 ALL DAY TUESDAY! 
$3.00 SAT MIDNIGHT SHOWS - CINEMA CITY 12 ONLY 


IAC @ dV 4 I =e es 
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BABE: PIG IN THE CITY The follow- 
up to the surprise porker that gar- 
nered Oscar nominations isn’t nearly 
as charming as the 1995 original. 
Despite, or perhaps because of, the 
doubled budget of $60 million, Babe's 
trip to the big bad city doesn’t cap- 
ture the imagination or the heart. 
Picking up after Babe won the sheep- 
herding competition, the pig is called 
upon to repeat the success in order 
to save the farm after Farmer 
Hoggett (James Cromwell) is injured 
in an accident caused by the curious 
oinker. Babe never makes it that far, 
though, as Mother Hoggett escorts 
the pig to the city where the harsh 
realities of urban life for the four- 
legged is painfully apparent. There are 
more animals in this seque-—some 
150 animated critters in all—and 
again the combination of live and ani- 
matronic wildlife is staggering. But in 
the hands of director George Miller, 
who produced and co-wrote the 
original, this sequel too often 
becomes a lengthy chase movie, lack- 
ing the tender innocence of the first 
movie. It also misses the quiet but 
large presence of Cromwell, who 
unfortunately only appears in a hand- 
ful of scenes. It's a bleaker, more 
world-weary Babe, but do we really 
want this innocent hoofer to grow 
up? OO 


A BUG’S LIFE For likable lowlife, 
look no further than this second 
movie about creepy crawlies in 
scant weeks—this time from Pixar 
Animation, the makers of Toy Story. 
Not surprisingly, the computer ani- 
mation is spectacular in this film 
about a friendly ant colony threat- 
ened by grasshoppers. The subject 
material may be similar to Antz, 
released earlier this year, but the 
story is more kid-friendly and sug- 
ary, as the hero of the story, Flik 
(Dave Foley), takes it upon himself 
to travel outside the colony to find 
help against the grasshoppers. Flik 
returns with an unemployed troupe 
of circus performers and must rely 
on his overactive imagination to 


come up with a plan to fool the 
head ‘hopper (Kevin Spacey). Phyllis 
Diller, Jonathon Harris, Julia Louis- 
Dreyfuss and the late Roddy 
McDowell are among those who 
lend their famous voices to this 
sweet and clever bug story. OOOO 


HOME FRIES This is a very strange 
comedy about french fries and infi- 
delity. Drew Barrymore straps on the 
prostheses to play an expectant mom 
and fast-food worker made pregnant 
by the cheating husband of a psy- 
chotic woman (Catherine O'Hara) 
who manipulates her sons into killing 
their stepfather. The siblings, played 
by Jake Busey and Luke Wilson, find 
their work isn’t finished when they 
learn their stepdaddy has planted his 
seed. At the urging of mommy dear- 
est, Barrymore becomes the boys’ 
prime target until one of them, (Wil- 
son, Barrymore's real-life beau) falls 
in love with her. This black, white- 
trash comedy quickly runs out of 
story and laughs. Only O'Hara, as a 
bitter and manipulative widow, stands 
out in this forgettable drive-through 
drama OO 


JACK FROST Michael Keaton plays 
Jack Frost, a musician whose road 
gigs prevented him from being the 
father he should be in this by-the- 
book holiday movie. Jack is killed in 
a car accident, but one year later, he 
gets a second chance to be the dad 
his young son (Joseph Cross) always 
dreamed of having when he magical- 
ly returns in the form of a walking, 
talking snowman. Sentimental and 
silly, it's bound to be a favourite of 
kids while still being hip enough to 
entertain teens. Kelly Preston plays 
Keaton’s widowed wife and a num- 
ber of musicians, including Dweezil 
Zappa and Henry Rollins, make 
cameos, OOO 


PSYCHO Director Gus Van Sant is a 
brave man indeed, taking on the 
remake of one of the most analyzed, 
imitated and inspirational thrillers of 
all time. He covers his bases, though, 
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by not trying to improve upon or 
even tamper with Hitchcock's 1960 
classic. With the exception of colour 
(and even that has a bleached, pale 
look), the script and scene set-ups 
are virtually identical to the original. 
However, the dialogue has a dated 
feel to it and the pacing, painfully 
tense in 1960, is awkward in 1998 
Anne Heche plays the part of Marion 
Crane, the unfortunate shower vic- 
tim made famous by Janet Leigh in 
the original, and Vince Vaughn is the 
oedipal Norman Bates, proprietor of 
the Bates Motel where all the grisly 
action takes place. Tony Perkins's 
place in history as the world’s most 
menacing bellboy is intact, although 
Vaughn's work is certainly creepy. The 
well-known shower scene is given a 
slightly more gruesome take, but 
everything from the soundtrack to 
the brilliant editing is just as Hitch 
first approached it.Audiences used to 
Psycho offspring like Scream may find 
the tension nearly unbearable and, 
consequently, more frightening than 
recent horror flicks where a release 
is given to the audience every !0 
minutes, There are really only three 
scenes that qualify as terrifying, but 
those unfamiliar with the original 
should find them sufficient. Still, this is 
more of a curiosity as much as any- 
thing, and proof positive that it was 
done right the first time—and should 
have been left alone. OO4 


STAR TREK: INSURRECTION Star 
Trek continues to boldly go where 
few franchises have gone before 
with their ninth feature film instal- 
ment—the second without Captain 
Kirk, Spock or Scotty beaming 
somebody up. Captain Jean-Luc 
Picard (Patrick Stewart) and the rest 
of the Enterprise crew come to the 
aid of the Ba’ku, an ancient race of 
people who have shunned technolo- 
gy. The Ba’ku’s planet holds the 
secrets to eternal youth, coveted by 
the Son’a, a decaying race of people 
in desperate need of some facelifts. 
Oscar-winning actor F. Murray Abra- 
ham is barely recognizable as Ru’afo, 
leader of the Son'a and orchestrator 
of the plan to destroy the Ba’ku's 
home. The regenerative effects of 
the planet adds a little spice to the 
crew of the Enterprise, too—expect 
hormone levels to rise, romance to 
blossom and a plucky Picard to defy 
Star Fleet Command for the love a 
Ba’ku woman. Jonathan Frakes, who 
plays Commander Riker, takes the 
director's chair once again, as he did 


pot 


in the last movie, First Contact. He 
knits a nifty story together and even 
pushes the characters into brave 
new worlds, The special effects are 
toned down, but not at the expense 
of the several obligatory space bat- 
de scenes. This is a lighter Star Trek 
movie that takes itself less seriously 
than previous efforts—it isn’t clut- 
tered by a lot of subplots and extra- 
neous characters. | suppose | could 
use the word “predictable,” but 
“comfortable” is a better descrip- 
tion. It’s lean and streamlined, hitting 
warp speed quickly—and it stays 
there. OOOO 


VUE Ratings 


Awful 
Bad 
Poor 
Good 
Very Good 
Excellent 


Hiss. 


Todd James hosts A Minute at 
the Movies, on ITV News Thurs- 
days at 5:30 p.m. Also catch 
Todd daily on Mix 96 FM, 


CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 


TALKING MOVIE 
LISTINGS 
444-5468 


4d. H. Phase 11 101 St.& 102 Ave. » 421-7020 


PRINCE OF EGYPT P 
Daily 12:30 2:40 4:50 7:00 9:10 PM. Presented in 
Digital Theatre Sound 

YOU'VE GOT MAIL PG 
Daily 12:50 4:30 8:00 PM. Presented in Digital 
Theatre Sound 

MEET JOE BLACK PG 
Daily 12:50 4:30 8:00 PM. Presented in Digital 
Theatre Sound. No 4:30 or 8:00 show Dec. 21, no 
4:30 or 8:00 PM show Dec. 19, showing only at 
9:15 PH. SPECIAL SNEAK PREVIEW OF 
STEPMOM (PG) Coarse language. December 
19. Stay as our guest for MEET JOE BLACK 


PG) at 9:15 PM. 

BUG'S LIFE G 
Daily 12:20 2:20 4:40 6:20 8:40 PM. Presented in 
Digital Theatre Sound. 

BABE, PIG IN THE CITY G 


Daily 12:40 2:50 5:00 PM. Presented in Digital 
Theatre Sound 

AMERICAN HISTORY X 14a 
Daily 7:10 9:40 PH. Brutal Violence. Coarse language 
throughout. Presented in Digital Theatre Sound 
JACK FROST PG 
Daily 1:20 3:40 6:40 9:00 PM. Presented in Digital 
Theatre Sound. 

ENEMY OF THE STATE 4a 
Daily 1:10 4:00 6:50 9:30 PM. Coarse language, 
violent scenes. Presented in Digital Theatre Sound. 
PSYCHO 4A 
Daily 1:30 4:40 7:20 9-50 PM. Violent Scenes. 
VERY BAD THINGS IgA 
Daily 1:40 4:10 7:30 10:00 PM 


WESTMOUNT 4 


11] Ave. & Groat Road * 452-7343 


PSYCHO 

Daily 1:15 7:15 9:45 Mat Fri Sat Sun 4:15 PM. 
Violent scenes 

PRINCE OF EGYPT PG 
Daily 12:30 7:00 9:15 Mat Fri Sat Sun 2:40 4:50 
PM. Presented in Digital Theatre Sound. No 
asses. 

EET JOE BLACK PG 
Daily 1:00 8:00 Mat Fri Sat Sun 4:30 PM. No 4:30 
or 8:00 show Dec. 19, showing only at 9:15 PH. 
SPECIAL SNEAK PREVIEW OF 
STEPMOM (PG) Coarse language Dec. 19, 
7:00 PM. Stay as our guest for MEET JOE 
BLACK (PG) at 9:15 PM. 


BABE, PIG IN THE CITY G 
Daily 12:45 PM. 
ELIZABETH 4A 


Daily 6:45 9:30 Mat Fri Sat Sun 4:00 PM. Violent 
and gory scenes. Presented in Digital Theatre Sound. 


CLAREVIEW TOWN CENTRE 


4211-137 Avenue * 472-0600 


RUGRATS 6 
Daily 1:10 3:10 5:20 PH. 

Presented in Digital Theatre Sound. 

PSYCHO 4A 
Daily 7:50 10:10 PM. 

Presented in Digital Theatre Sound. 

Violent scenes. 


Daily 12550 PH. 

WATERBOY PG 
Daily 3:00 5:10 7:40 9:45 PM. 

Coarse lan 
ENEMY OF THE STATE 4A 
Daily 1:20 4;10 7:00 9:50 PM. 

Coarse language, violent scenes. 

Presented in Digital Theatre Sound. 

PRINCE OF EGYPT PG 
ie 30 1:50 2:40 4:20 4:50 6:40 7:10 8:50 
a he Theatre Sound. No Passes. 


Daly mh 2:50 5:00 7:20 9:30 PH. 
Presented in Theatre Sound, 


1:30 4:30 7:30 10:00 


GOT MAIL 
sso Br he aad 8 
Presented in Digital Theatre Sound. 


WEST MALL 8 


ee eee 


Ee 
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FRI, December 18-THU, December 24, 1998. 


EATON CENTRE CINEMAS & 


& 


. Presented in Digital Theatre Sound. 


BLACK : PG 
ea cede vcedln wm Daily SSSPH. 
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BABE, PIG IN THE CITY & 
Daily 12:40 2:30 4:40 6:40 PH. 

HOME FRIES 14a 
Daily 9:00 PM 

RUGRATS G 
Daily 1:10 3:10 5:00 7:10 PM. 

VERY BAD THINGS 18A 
Daily 10:00 PM 

Presented in Digital Theatre Sound 

PRINCE OF EGYPT PG 
Daily 12:30 12:50 1:30 2:40 3:00 4:00 4:50 5:10 
6:50 7:20 7:30 9:10 9:30 9:40 PM 

Presented in Digital Theatre Sound 

PSYCHO 4A 
Daily 1:50 4:20 7:00 9:20 PM. 

Violent scenes. 

I STILL KNOW WHAT YOU DID 
LAST SUMMER I4A 

Daily 2:00 4:10 7:40 9-50 PM 

Brutal Violence 


4211-106 Street + 434-3098 


VERY BAD THINGS 18A 
Daily 1:30 4:10 7:20 9:50 PM 
RUPERT'S LAND 4A 
Daily 1:40 4:30 7:30 10:00 PH 
Coarse language 
LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL PG 
Daily 1:10 3:50 7:00 9:30 PH 

ELIZABETH 4A 
Daily 1:00 3:40 6:40 9:20 PM. 
Violent and gory scenes. 
BABE, PIG IN THE CITY G 
Daily 12:30 2:30 4:40 6:50 9:00 PM. 
Presented in Digital Theatre Sound 
PSYCHO 4A 
Daily 1:20 4:00 7:10 9:40 PM 
Presented in Digital Theatre Sound. 
Violent scenes. 
MEET JOE BLACK PG 
Daily 12:50 4:20 8:00 PM, 
Presented in Digital Theatre Sound 
No 4:20 or 8:00 PM show Dec. 19. 
Showing only at 9:15 PM 
SPECIAL SNEAK PREVIEW OF 
STEPMOM (PG) Coarse language. Dec. 19, at 
7:00 PM. 
Sar as our guest for MEET JOE BLACK at 
9:15 PM. 
PLEASANTVILLE PG 
Daily 12:40 3:30 6:30 9:10 PM. 
Presented in Digital Theatre Sound 

VILLAGE TREE MALL 

Gervais Rd. & St. Albert Trail 

St. Albert * 459-1212 

JACK FROST 
bs 12:40 3:00 5:00 7:20 9:30 PM. 

A BUGS LIFE 
Daily 12:30 2:40 4:40 7:00 9:00 PM. 
HOME FRIES 


Daily 1:20 3:40 5:35 7:30 9:40 PM. 

YOU'VE GOT MAIL 

Daily 1:00 3:50 6:30 9:20 PM 

I'LL BE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS PG 
Daily 1:50 4:10 7:40 950 PH. 

RUGRATS 


i! 0 5:20 7:10 8:50 PM. 
LLE 
Daily 12:35 3:20 6:40 9:25 PM. 
STAR TREK 
Daily 1:30 4:00 6:50 9:00 PH. 
e@ececesn e@eeoeoovesF 


CINEMAS 6 


WEST EDMONTON MALL 
PHASE |, ENTRANCE 44 


SOMETHING ABOUT MARY I4A ® 
Daily 1:15 3:45 6:30 9:05 PM. Coarse e 
language. e 
WIZARD OF OZ Ge 
Daily 1:45 4:35 PM. e 
e 
e 
e 
e 
e 


PRACTICAL MAGIC PG 
Daily 7:00 9:20 PH. 

VLL BE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 
PG 

Daily 12:30 2:30 4:20 6:45 8:45 PM. 

NIGHT AT THE ROXBURY PG 
Daily 1:45 5:00 7:45 9:35 PM. Not suitable tore 
young children. 


ANTZ G : 
Daily 12:45 2:45 4:50 7:30 PH. ° 
~ SNAKE EYES WA ®& 
Daily 10:05 PH. ° 
WHAT DREAMS MAY COME PG @ 
Daily 1:30 4:05 7:15 PM. Violent scenes. 
APT PUPIL MA e 


Fax your FREE listing 
to 426-2889 


Restaurants 


$$ 


Matess Urban Bistro (8223 - 104 St., 431- 
0179) The first European bistro since 1996 
and still the only one. Radegast on tap. $$ 


Russian Tea Room (10312 Jasper Ave., 426- 
0000) We have a delicious variety of food to 
choose from, including the best cheesecake 
in town. Our centrally located restaurant has 
a quiet and romantic atmosphere_candlelight 
at night to warm your heart. We also do Tea 
Leaf Readings. Open 7 days a week.$-$$ 


Sweetwater Cafe (12427 - 102 Ave., 488- 
1959) In the heart of Old Glenora, delicious, 
health conscious dishes made fresh. Expen- 
ence the ultimate brunch Saturday & Sunday, 
or drop by in the evening for wine & one of 
our speciality pastas. $$ 


$ Up to $10 per* 
$$  $10-20 per 
$$$  $20-30 per 
$$$$ 30 per&up 


* Price per person, before tox & tip 


ALTERNATIVE 


SS 
Badass Jack’s (8621-109 St., 4204-137 Ave., 
4211-106 St.) Edmonton's first and orginal 
Californian wraps. A fresh and healthy alter- 
native, featuring fresh baked bread, carved 
off the roast subs, and homemade side dish- 
es. (open ‘til 12 am on weekends) $ 


Ber-zerk (8128 - 103 St., 431-9864) Bigger 
scoops + low prices = A Big Hit! 36 flavours 
(ice cream, frozen yogurts, sorbets & sher- 
bets). We serve milk shakes, floats, home- 
made waffle cones, ‘squishies’ (aka slurpees), 
etc. $ 


Le Brasserie (10332 Whyte Ave., 434-6597) 
Now providing the freshest burgers, tantaliz- 
ing chicken burgers and homemade pizza, 
pitchers of beer, and Italian pastries. Come in 
and check out our friendly atmosphere with 
friendly staff. $ 


Cafe Mosaics (10844 Whyte Ave., 433-9702) 
A wide vanety of home-made, healthy meals, 
featuring many selections for vegetarians. 
Live music on Wednesdays. $ 


Route 99 Diner (8820-99 St., 432-0968) 50's 
diner with an abundance of memorabilia, a 
jukebox playing 50's music and a great vari- 
ety of food. $-$$ 

—_—_——— 


BAKERIES 


Mr. Samosa (9630 - 142 St., 451-5687) A 
creative East Indian snack shop known for 
their samosas. The bakery specializes in 
chevro, ghantia, samosas, nan and rottie. 
Indian sweet maker. 


Skopek’s Bake Shop (10115 - 104 St., 425- 


g at Jubilee Auditorium 


BREW PUBS 


Brewsters (11620-104 Ave., 482-4677) 
Extensive menu selection. 14 different types 
of beer brewed on site. brewery tours avail- 
able. $$ 


CAFES 


Aroma Borealis (Coopers & Lybrand Building, 
211, 10130 - 103 St., 944-9693) Designer 
sandwiches, latte, cappuccino, great coffee, & 
fabulous desserts by Skopek’s Bake Shop. $ 


Bennys Bagels Cafe on Whyte (10460 - 82 
Ave., 414-0007) Come for breakfast, lunch, or 
for a latte or cappuccino after a night out. We 
have catering and a deli available. Check out 
our patio for the hot summer days. $ 


Breadstick Cafe (10159 - Whyte Ave., 448- 
5998) Open 24 hours. Licensed. Catering. $ 


Cafe La Gare (8104-103 St., 433-5138) 
Smoke-Free. Licensed and offers a winning 
medley of culinary delights including vegetar- 
jan fare, hearty salads, grilled sandwiches, 
and fresh baked goods. (10308A-81 Ave., 
439-2969) Smoking. Just two doors down, 
with a style of its own! $ 


Cappuccino Affair (12808-137 Ave., Pal- 
9706) High on taste, high on life. Come isades Square, 457-0709) Friendly staff, 
ganache your teeth. Open 8 am - 5 pm Mon.- home-like atmosphere, fireplace, loveseat 
Fri, groupings. Light breakfast, lunch or night- 
Tree Stone Bakery (8612 - 99 St., 433-5924) time snack. Specialty and European coffees, 
Artisan bread shop making pain au levain fully licensed. Catering and take-out avail- 
(true French sourdough). Flour milled on-site. able. $ 

Brioche (Fri & Sat.) and more. Tues-Frn 10:30 C'est Bon Bistro (10505 Whyte Ave., 439- 
a.m.-6 p.m. Sat 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 8609) Great food, cozy atmosphere in the Old 
Post Office Building. Light lunches,” salads, 
vegetarian fare, specialty coffee, delicious 
desserts, muffins and other baked goods, all 
homemade. “It's all in the name”. $ 


The Commissary (11750 - Jasper Ave., 488- 
9019) A large selection of fresh sandwiches, 
salads, soups, casseroles and desserts, to stay 
or to go. Coffee, catering and weekend 
brunch. Fast, friendly service in a casual 
atmosphere. $ 


Jazzberrys Too Cafe (10116-124 St., 488- 
1553) A great “alternative” with friendly 
staff, good home style cooking in a relaxed 
environment. Smokers always welcome. $ 


> 2 , — 


F recognition of the 50th Anniversary of the 


Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and the 

University of Alberta Visiting Lectureship 

in Human Rights 


CJSR is proud to present 
a special 1 hour lecture 
by Nobel Laureate, 


Archbishop Desmond Tutu 


recorded this past November 
at the Jubilee Auditorium. 


BISTROS 


LL 
Bistro Praha (10168 - 100 A St., 424-4218) 
The first European Cafe since 1977 and still 
the only one. $$ 


Cafe Select (10016 - 106 St., 423-0419) 
Offering lunch, dinner and late night dining 
in a relaxed atmosphere for over 14 years. 
Open to 2 am seven-nights a week. 


Cafe De Ville (10137 - 124 St., 488-9188) 
Located in Old Glenora, we offer a diverse and 
eclectic menu in a warm and inviting atmos- 
phere. Fresh food & a new wine/cocktail list. 
Beautiful patio. $$ 


C'est Bon Bistro (10505 Whyte Ave., 439- 
8609). Great food, cozy atmosphere in the old 
post 5 building. Light lunches, salads, vege- 
tarian fare, speciality coffees, delicious 
desserts, muffins and other baker goods, all 
homemade. "It's all in the name”. 


Manor Cafe (10109 - 125 St., 482-7577) 
Remarkable location, flavour and service. 
Great prices on dishes from around the world. 


Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
on FM 88 
Wednesday, December 23 
5:00 pm to 6:00 pm 


and again on 


‘ Friday, December 25 
3:00 pm to 4:00 pm 


Juliano’s Restaurant & Cappuccino Bar 
(11121 - 156 St., 451-1117) Wonder food and 
prices mama would love! Fast lunches served 
Trattoria style with a more relaxed dinner 
atmosphere. A great place to meet friends! $$ 


Katmandu Coffee Cafe (201, 10 McKenney 
Ave., St. Albert, 419-3550) A European coffee 
bar atmosphere in St. Albert. The friendly 
neighbourhood ambiance creates a pleasant, 


Ws 
independent 


Archbishop Desmond Tutu on CJSR was made possible by the assistance of 
the Intemational Centre and the Office of Human Rights, 
both located at the University of Alberta. 


For more information, you can contact Karen 
1m aA at 4925244. ec US 
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from 7-10 p.m, on Decem| 


On December 19, Natural 


inviting environment that encourages conver- 
sation. Similar to the early coffee houses of 
Europe, updated to reflect the contemporary 
life-style of today’s coffee and jazz connois- 
seur. Gourmet coffee, speciality coffee (both 
hot & cold) Espresso & light lunch food items. 
$ 


Makapakafe (13042 - 50 St., 413-4165) No 
place like it in N.E. Edmonton. A huge variety 
of special coffee, nachos, sandwiches, wraps. 
Providing a spacious environment for an 
evening out. Great desserts too. $ 


Misty on Whyte (104588 - 82 Ave., 433- 
3512) Speciality & European coffee, breakfast 
buns & bagels, home-made soups, sandwich- 
es, bagel melts, lasagna & more! $3.95 lunch 
special everyday. Smoking & nonsmoking 
areas. 

Muddy Waters Cappuccino Bar (8211 - 111 
St., 433-4390) Great eats & drinks in a com- 
fortable atmosphere. Daily liquor and food 
specials. Catering. $ 

Remedy (8631 - 109 St., 433-3096) Fresh 
food, cheap beer, warm and funky atmosphere 
with two pool tables. Lots of free parking 
beside The Movie Studio. Mon-Thu & Sun 10- 
12 am; Fri & Sat 10 am -1 am. 


Sugar Bowl (10922 - 88 Ave., 433-8369) The 
esoteric & eclectic cafe Full espresso bar, 
fresh baking daily. Daily hot specials. Live 
entertainment. 

Sunterra Market (Commerce Place, 201, 
10150 Jasper Ave.) Muffins and pastries 
freshly made at our on-site bakery. Fresh 
meat counter, produce deli, fresh bread, ready 
to heat entrees. Coffee bar with specialty cof- 
fee, cappuccino, latte. Eat in or take home. 
Corporate or private catering available. $ 


: 


Cajun House (7 St. Anne St., St. Albert, 460- 
8772) Worth the drive to sample some of the 
best Jambalaya and Gumbo in the province. 
$$ 

Da-De-O (10548 - 82 Ave., 433-0930) Funky- 
style restaurant in an old-style diner on 
Whyte Ave. $$ 

Louisiana Purchase (10320 - 111 St., 420- 
6779) Higher-end style of cooking from the 
Bayou & great atmosphere. $$ 


CANADIAN 
Applebee’s (13006 - 50 St., 475-6100 & 
10338 - 109 St., 421-1600) Their diverse, 60 
item menu is revised twice a year and is tai- 
lored to local tastes. Appeals to all ages. $$ 
Barb & Ernie’s (9906 - 72 Ave., 433-3242) 
One of the best mom & pop operations in the 
city. $$ 
Billiards Club (2 fl. 10505 - 82 Ave., 432- 
0335) Rack ‘em up and chow down, with 
heaps of burgers & mugs of ale. $ 
Bones ( 10220 - 103 St., 421 - 4747) Known 
as the place for ribs - on the Boardwalk. $$ 
David's ( 8407 Argyll Rd., 468 - 1167 ) Spe- 
Gali f ishes on the south 
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$ Up to $10 per* 


$$  $10-20 per 
$$$  $20-30 per 
$$$$ 30 per & up 


* Price per person, before tax & tip 


Franklin's Inn Dining Room (2016 Sherwood 
Dr., Sherwood Park 467-1234) All day break- 
fast and a great selection of all your 
favourites. Featuring our carved roast beef 
buffet Friday nights and our $8.95 Sunday 
Brunch buffet! Open at 5 am Mon-Fr., 6 am 
Sat-Sun. $-$$ 


The Garage Burger Bar and Grill ( 10242 - 
106 St., 423 - 5014) The best home made 
burgers with daily lunch specials at student - 
friendly prices. $ 


The Grinder ( 10957 - 124 St., 453 - 1709 ) 
For a casual fine dinning experience we've 
been one of Edmonton's favourite restaurants 
for over 17 years. $$$ 


High Level Diner ( 10912 - 88 Ave., 433- - 
0993 ) Wholesome and health conscious - 
Known for their tasty hummous and veggie 
burgers. $$ 


Insomnia Pub ( 5552 - Calgary Trail South, 
414 - 1743) A new, cool place for the new, 
cool generation. Great food, great atmos- 
phere, awesome prices. $ 


Iron Horse Eatery & Watering Hole ( 8101 - 
103 St., 438 - 1907.) Canadian cuisine with 
influences from around the world. Largest 
patio on Whyte Ave. Perfect for afternoon or 
late night gatherings. 


Keegan's ( 8709 - 109 St., 439 - 8934) At 
any hour, the last word in Huevos Rancheros. 
$ 


Larry's Cafe ( 6, 10015 - 82 Ave., 414 - 6040 
) Best breakfasts and lunches on the south 
side. Cheep prices! $ 


Nellie’s Tea Shoppe ( 12606 - 118 Ave., 452 

9429 ) Edmonton's best keep secret on the 
north side. Featuring all home - made meals. 
Specializing in traditional English high tea 
and gourmet evening meals. $$ 


The Raven ( 10338 - 81 Ave., 431 - 1193 ) 
An eclectic selection of “wood fired food” 
featuring Old Strathcona’s best steaks and 
oven roasted chicken. Don't forget to try our 
new baked oysters. See you soon. $ 


Rosie’s Bar and Grill ( 10604 - 101 St., 432 
- 3499 ) Nothing fancy, but sensible home 
cooking without the frills. $ 


The Sidetrack Cafe ( 10333 - 112 St., 453 - 
1326 ) Whether you like succulent steak, 
decadent eggs Benedict in the morning or 
late night chicken wings, The Sidetrack Cafe's 
kitchen will do it for you. $-$$ 


The Tea House (52404 Range Rd. 221, 
Ardrossan, AB, 922-2279, 922-6963.) Country 
fresh foods for lunch, dinners or breakfast. 
antiques, local arts and crafts anad unique 
gifts to browse around. Mystery dinners held 
monthly. Breakfast & lunch $; dinner $-$$ 


Timothy’s (10250-102 Ave., 3rd Floor 
Eaton's, 493-7456) Great hot meal selection 
daily, Fast food items, salad bar, made to 


- order, Pastas, bakery items & much more. Plus 


a frequent diner program. $ 


Turtle Creek Cafe (8404-109 St., 433-4202) » 


Continental-style bistro with good variety of 
dishes + pizza, stir-fries, pasta and more. $$ 


Unheardof Restaurant (9602-82 Ave., 432- 
0480) Over 17 years of operating a fine din- 
‘ng establishment in a newly renovated build- 
ing. $$$$ 


Urban Lounge For lunch, dinner or late 
night fare, experience wholesome home-made 
1/2 pound burgers, healthy gourmet salads, 
or a generous portion of seafood or pasta. 
Remarkable service at affordable prices in a 
unique atmosphere. Saturday afternoons 
enjoy the smooth sounds of our Jazz trio 
while you dine. $ 


Von's Steak and Fish House (10309-81 Ave., 
439-0041) Alberta beef at its best and great 
seafood, too. $$$. 

Zac's Place Cafe and Pub (Fort. 9855-76 
Ave., 439-1901) Featuring their famous ulti- 
mate burger and all-day breakfasts. $ 


CHINESE 
Genghis Grill (10080 Jasper Ave., 424-6197) 
‘A Mongolian food experience”. $. 
Man's Cafe (12520-118 Ave., 452-3672) A 
Super stop for a variety of tasty treats. Make 
Sure to try the Oriental Stir-fry. $$ 


SISTA CI SIDI CTSICT NA, 


[OU CICIBS, 


EAST INDIAN 


Jewel of Kashmir (7219-104 St., 438-4646) 
Discover a place that’s out of this world. 
Designed to re the excitement & glam- 


Restaurants 


Fax your FREE listing 
to 426-2889 


Veg & non-veg curries prepared with choice 
herbs, the secret to the intoxicating flavour 
of Indian cuisine. Samosas, koftas, pakodas, 
biryanis, tandooris, Catering for all occasions. 


EUROPEAN 


Continental Treat (10560-82 Ave., 433- 
7432) Enjoy excellent European cuisine in an 
elegant yet comfortable atmosphere. $$ 


Madisons Grill (Union Bank Inn, 10053 
Jasper Ave., 423-3600) Unique historical 
building. Up-scale regional cuisine with a 
European influence. Full catering and ban- 
quets. Mon-Sat 8am-11pm, Sun 8am-2 pm. 
$$$ 


GREEK 


Koutouki Taverna (10704-124 St., next to 
Roxy Theatre, 452-5383) The most authentic 
Greek food in Edmonton, prepared by the 
onginal Yianni himself. See you there! 


Sytaki Greek Island Restaurant (16313-111 
Ave., 484-2473) Visit the Greek Islands in 
Edmonton. $$ 


Yiannis Taverna Restaurant (10444-82 Ave., 
433-6768) Authentic Greek food, belly danc- 
ing, and the friendly staff create a fun and 
boisterous atmosphere that will entertain 
young and old. $$ 


IRISH PUB 


—————————— 
O’Byme’s Irish Pub (10616 - Whyte Ave. 414- 
6766) We serve a variety of pub food, all hand- 
made with care and pride. From our homemade 
fish ‘n’ chips to our near famous Irish break- 
fast. Our menu changes daily, so please come 
in & indulge in the experience. $-$$ 


ITALIAN 


—— 
Bruno’s Italian Restaurant (9914-89 Ave., 
433-8161) Quiet, family-style dining and one 
of Edmonton's best kept secrets. $$ 


Chianti (10501-82 Ave., 439-8729) Boticelli 
paintings serve as a nice backdrop in estab- 
lishment offering the best pasta selections in 
town. $$ 


Fiore Cantina Italiana (8715-109 St., 439- 
8466) Good, affordable, restaurant off cam- 
pus. $ 


Frank’s Place - Pacific Fish (10020-101 A 
Ave., 422-0282) Situated 1/2 a block from 
Churchill Square and Summer Festival Fun!! 
An extensive Italian and seafood menu, 
friendly efficient service, and generous por- 
tions ensure a return visit. $ -$$$ 


Giovanni's Restaurant (10130-107 St., 426- 
2021) Delicious cuisine for a song - featuring 
Giovanni himself when he breaks into a heart- 
stopping aria. $$ 

Il Portico (10012-107 St., 424-0707) Trendy 
downtown restaurant with fresh imaginative 
dishes, $$$ 


Rigoletto’s Cafe (10044-101A Ave., 429- 
0701) Italian/continental spot on Rice 
Howard Way - lunch, dinner or late snacks. $$ 


Shecky’s (7623 Argyll Rd., 426-8983 & 
10310-103 St., 424-8657) Real food, real 
fast. Terrific Italian Dishes. 
Soups/salads/sandwiches made from scratch. 
Call ahead for reservations. $ 


Sorrentino’s (10844-95 St., 425-0960) In the 
heart of Little Italy, serves delicious authen- 
tic Italian fare. $$ 


Sorrentino’s Whyte Avenue (10612-82 Ave., 
Varscona Hotel, 474-9860) Authentic Italian 
cooking. Tantalizing appetizers, pizzas, cal- 
zones, pasta, sandwiches and entrees. $$ 


The Old Spaghetti Factory (10220-103 St., 
422-6088) Heaping plates of spaghetti served 
with their patented thick, tasty sauce. $$ 


Tony Roma's (11730 Jasper Ave., 488-1971)/( 
Great barbecue chicken and ribs with lots of 
food on your plate. $$ 

Zenari’s on 1st (10117 -101 St., 425-6151) 
Humble Artsy hang-out with appetizing com- 
binations of soup, sandwiches and pasta. $ 


JAPANESE 


Furasato (10012-82 Ave., 439-1335) Cozy 
Restaurant featuring a choice selection of 
meals from the Land of the Rising Sun. $$ 


Mikado (10350-109 St., 425-8096) The old 
est Japanese restaurant in Edmonton for a 
good reason. $ 


Osaka (10511-82 Ave., 944-1388) Good 
affordable sushi and other authentic speciali- 
ties on Whyte Ave. 


MEXICAN 
Julio"s Barrio (10450-82 Ave., 431-0774) 
Hearty dishes in a trendy neighbourhood, 
perfect for your next fiesta. $ 
Lone Star Cafe (11811 Jasper Ave., 488- 
4330) Canada’s only authentic Texas Restau- 
rant. $$ 
PASTRY SHOP 


Alain Patisserie (9925-82 Ave., 988-9312) 
Quality french breads and pastries. Also serv 
ing sandwiches, quiches an specialty coffee. $ 


PIZZA 


—— 
Funky Pickle (10441-82 Ave., 433-3865) 
Neatly tucked away on Whyte, offers tasty 
slices every time. Best Pizza Edmonton Jour- 
nal, 1996, 97; Edmonton Journal 4-star rat- 
ing. Take advantage of their free delivery. $$ 


Miami Pizza (84240198 St., 433-0723) 
Edmonton's famous pizza since 1985, offers 
tasty home-made pizza. Dine in, free delivery. 


“ 


Park Lounge & Sports Bar (Franklin's Inn, 
2016 Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park. 467- 
1234) “More than worth the trip.” Sherwood 


hooze of the week 


Bailey’s.Jrish.Cream-—-the.quintes- 
sential Christmas drink that makes 
you feel like you're not really 
drinking. In your coffee, on it’s 
own, straight up or on the rocks, 
Bailey’s is a perennial favourite for 
all tastes. Around $20.00. —Kevin 
Hogan 


Tea, Wine & 
Spirit Merchants 


pS 


/gphittty, 


ities i 


008 ey 
ae P 


MODERN BI : 
SWANK SURROUNDINGS } 


December is the tastiest month 


New restaurants 
run haute and 
cold 


By JENNIFER COCKRALL-KING 


DECEMBER IS AN 
UNUSUAL month to 
open'a restaurant. Even 
the smoothest, most 
well-run business gets 
stretched to the limits during the 
holiday season, traditionally the 
busiest time of the year. Regardless, 
every time | turn around, there 
seems to be a new restaurant, café 
or bistro opening. Can all this fear- 
lessness, optimism and small-busi- 
ness entrepreneurialism really be 
occurring in Edmonton? 

Absolutely. 

Our city’s restaurant scene is 
booming. Places have been opening 
so fast, there aren’t enough meals 
in a week to try them all. Too many 
restaurants, too little time, Here's a 
quick rundown of the places that 
have opened already this month— 
which is still only half over! 

Allegro (0011-109 Sc 424- 
6644) This is a modern, New York- 
style Italian restaurant. The menu 
looks interesting, with emphasis on 
fresh ingredients and innovative 
dishes. | was intrigued by the Alle- 
gro salad of feta cheese, raisins, 
pine nuts and balsamic vinaigrette. 
The escargot with Gorgonzola was 
tasty enough for me to forget that 
| was eating Snelgrove Snail. 

Characters (10257-105 St 
421-4100) The old Rock City 
venue has been transformed into 
an elegant and cozy fine-dining 


Park's best pizza for over 15 years. Unbeliev- 
able daily specials to complement our full 
menu! $-$$ 


Pharos Pizza (8708-109 St., 433-5205) World 
famous pizza since 1970. Made with fresh 
ingredients and no preservatives. Try our Pop- 
eye, it’s our speciality. We also offer small 
dishes for individuals. $ 


THAI 


Bua Thai Restaurant (10049-113 St, 482- 
2277) Thailand's distinct authentic cuisine of 
the new stylish restaurant in downtown 
Edmonton has already been compared with 
international standards by local and interna- 
tional visitors alike, 11am-10pm Mon-Fri; 
4pm-10pm Sat-Sun. $$$ 


The King and I (8208-107 St., 433-2222) 


STRO FARE 


. food - 


restaurant. Chef and owner Shonn 
Oborowsky spent time sharpening 
his skills in Switzerland, Singapore 
and Edmonton kitchens such as the 
Centre Club, the Carvery and 
Packrat Louie's prior to opening 
this 85-seat eatery, The menu is 
varied and eclectic. it's definitely 
worth a visit whenever 
you Spare some 
time and some cash. 

Khazana (10177. 
107 St 702-0330) Ar 148 seats and 
30 staff members, this 's a very large 
festaurant. When | stopped in 
recently to check it out, the first 
thing the owner, Mohamed Mawani, 
did was to usher me into the 
kitchen. This, } thought is a very good 
sign. His kitchen is immaculate; in 
fact. it shines, Mawani told me that 
before the restaurant opened, he 
Spent months in New Delhi hiring 
his kitchen staff and rounding up 
Spices, kitchen equipment {including 
three huge tandoori ovens), staff uni- 
forms, copperware and furniture for 
the dining room. The menu looks 
great, with a large variety of vegetar- 
fan items. They want to get up and 
running for a few months before 
they do much advertising, so you 
might want to try it our early in the 
new year before word gets out. 

Symposium (10439 - 82 
Avenue; 433-7912) It seemed to take 
forever for construction to be com- 
pleted, but Symposium is finally 
Open, it seats about 80 people, not 
including the large patio off the back 
which will be open during the surn- 
ter months. The menu is simple, 
with many familiar Greek dishes, it 
looks like a great place for a bite 
during a power Chrisunas shopping 
spree or just before a movie. 


The King is back! Amazing selection of dish 
es - spicy and flavourful. Good enough for the 
Rolling Stones. $$$ 


Krua Wilai Thai Restaurant (Sterling PL, 
9940-106 St., 424-8303) Our cooks from 
Bangkok offer you the best and most authen- 
tic Thai food in Edmonton. Vegetarian menu 
available. 


UKRAINIAN 


Pyrogy House (12510-118 St., 454-7880) 
Pyrogies and cabbage rolls - just like Baba 
used to make. $ 


VIETNAMESE 


Bach Dang (7808-104 St., 448-0288) Viet- 
namese Noodle House, $ 
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BUDDYS DANCE PUB 10112-124 St., 
488-6636. Every WED karaoke. 
Every SAT aft. Pool Tournaments. 
*Every TUES Buddys Dance Pub. 


H20 LIQUID BAR 10044- 
82 Ave., 433-5794. 
eEvery FRI-SAT: Maxi- 
mum R & B real R & B/ 
Rock & Roll/Garage and 
related from the 50s to 
almost recent. 


LUSH 10030A-102 St., 
424-2851. *Every TUE: 
Hot-New Indie & Alt 
Rock with DJ Pepper. 
eEvery WED: Bronx 
Night-Retrobution with 
DJ Hurricane. *Every 
THU: Mad Cow-British Mu- 
sic with DJ Jesse. *Every FRI: In 
the Velvet Underground, 
Funkalicious. *Every SAT: Groovy 
Train. 


THE MARQ 10018-105 St., 415-5084. 
Every THU: Gothic Industrial. Every 
FRI Club Classics. *Every SAT El- 
evate. eEvery SUN: Pyjama party. 


MICKEY FINN’S 2nd Fl., 10511A-82 
Ave., 439-9852. *Everyday ‘til 8 pm: 
Happy Hour. So What art You Waitin’ 
for? *Every SUN: Open Stage Hosted 
by Everett LaRoi. THU 17: Slow Fresh 
Oil, Lickety Split. TUE 22: Alisanne, 
very cool wofld beat. 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10161- 
112 St., 413-4578. eEvery SUN: 
Concept, Edmonton DJ's. *Every WED: 
Smirnoff Swing Cabaret. *Every THU: 
Bad Hair Day. THU 17: Radio City 
Swing band, DJ Chuck Rock. FRI 18: 
Colour Blind Wig Party. SAT 19: Lov- 
ing Dead, the Hunters. WED 23: 
Wednesday Night Smirnoff Swing 
Cabaret Xmas Edition! SAT 26: Box- 
ing Day Booze Clear Out; the Las 
Vegas Crypt Keepers. 


PAPERBOYS—FISH & CHIPS EGGROLLS 
& ART 9965 Whyte Ave., 431-0865. 
eEvery WED: Jazz. 


REBAR 10551-82 Ave., 433-3600. 
*Every SUN: DJ Big DaDa, alterna- 
tive. *Every MON: DJ Chuck Rock, 
requests. *Every TUE: DJ Chuck, rock 
& DJ Ryan Coke punk, rock, ska. 
eEvery WED: DJ Biq Dada, alterna- 
tive. *Every THU: Level 1: Davey 
James & Code Red, hardtimes/ 
techno/house; Level 2: Flashback DJ 
Mikee, goodtimes/classics. Every 
FRI: Level 1: DJ Mikee, techno/rock/ 
alternative; Level 2: Davey James & 
Code Red with guests, house/techno. 
*Every SAT: Level 1: DJ Mikee, 
techno/rock/alternative etc.; Level 
2: DJ: Davey James, the After Party. 
SAT 19: GOB, By A Thread. 


REV 10030-102 St., 423-7820. FRI 18: 
Welcome, 16 Daze. SAT 19: 5th Sea- 
son, Fat Man's Belly, Dustbowl. 


ROAD HOUSE 15540 Stony Plain Rd., 
483-1100. *WED open stage 8:00 
hosted by Joe Matal , 905 2005 (Jam 
night). THU 17-SAT 19: Feel Kings. 


THE ROOST Private Member's Club, 
10345-104 St., 426-3150. *Every 
MON: DJ Big Daddy. *Every TUE: DJ 
Bryan the Big Mac. *Every WED: DJ 
Latin Lover. *Every THU: DJ Dark 
Daddy. *Every FRI: Down-DJ Weena 
Love. eEvery FRI: Up-DJ Alvaro. 
*Every SAT: Down-DJ. James. *Every 
SAT: Up-DJ Code Red. *Every SUN: DJ 
Who the @*!? is Alice. 

ROSE BOWL DOWNTOWN 10111-117 
St., 482-2589. *Every SUN: Jam. 


SUBLIME 10147-104 St., Bsmt., 905- 
8024. *Every FRI: DJ Raws. *Every 
SAT: Locks Garant. 


BLACK DOG 10425-82 Ave., 439- 
1082. Every SAT (3-6 pm): Hair of 
the Dog. SAT 19: Allison and his 
Band. MON 21: Customer Christmas 
Party. SAT 26: Ben Spencer. 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave., 
439-5058. eEvery SAT aft: Blues 
Jam. THU 17-SAT 19: Mere Mortals. 
SUN 20-WED 23 & SAT 26: Tacoy 
Ryde. 


THE BLUZ CAFE 111, 390 St. Albert 
Rd.,. Mission Hills Plaza, St. Albert. 
*Every MON-THU: Open Stage. *Every 
ait é SUN afternoon Blues & Jazz 
Bands. 


BREADSTICK CAFE ON WHYTE 10159- 
82 Ave., 430-7779. *Every SUN: 2 
pm acoustic open stage hosted by 
Drew Walker. 


CANDLELITE CAFE Above 


» +»? Gheistopher's Pub, 3:blocksrS. of 51 
2) Ave 86 St, / 448-0812. FRI 18 (7-10 
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Listings are FREE. 


Send them by fax to 
426-2889 
or by e-mail to 
listings @vua.ab.ca. 
Deadline is 
3:00 p.m. Friday. 
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pm): Claude de Blois, flute. SAT 
19(7-10 pm): Natural High, voice/ 
guitar. 


CAPPUCCINO AFFAIR 8 Sioux Rd., 


Sherwood Park. *Open stage every 
THU (7:30-11 pm), for musicians, 
comics and poets, hosted by Ron 
Taylor. 


CATALYST THEATRE 8529- 
103 St., 433-9675. FRI 18- 
SAT 19: Christmas Carol 
Project ‘98 Bill Bourne, Tom 
Roschkov, Kevin Cook Terry 
Morrison, Al Brant, Dale 
Ladouceur, Maria Dunn. 


CHATEAU BEIRUT 12323 
Stony Plain Rd., 482-5442. 
eEvery SAT: Live Middle 
Eastern Music. 


CITY MEDIA CLUB 6005- 
103 St., 433-5183. *Every 

FRI: Dart Night. SAT 26: Mike 
Savada & Friends. 


CLUB MACARENA 10816-95 St., 425- 
5338. *Every SUN: Jammin’ & Mad- 
ness (Open Jam). 


CRISTAL LOUNGE 103366 Jasper Ave., 
426-7521. eEvery WED: DJ Spilt Milk 
& Guests. *Every SUN: Laff City ama- 
teur Comedy Showcase. 


EDMONTON QUEEN Rafter's Landing, 
9734-98 Ave., 424-2628. eTHU-SAT: 
Dockside Entertainment Until Dec. 
30 buffet and dancing to Darrell 
Barr & the Rafters. Until Dec. 30. 


FOX & HOUNDS NIGHTCLUB 10125- 
109 St., 423-2913. eEvery SAT: 
MUSICITY/ALLSTAR Show "Original 
Music Discovery TV Project’. *Every 
WED: Alternative Night with DJ Wic 
and DJ Fern. 


GENERATIONS PUB 6402-118 Ave., 
471-0887. SAT 19: Mr. Lucky. 


GREAT CANADIAN BAGEL 8623-112 
St., 434-0460. *Every SUN: Acous- 
tic Open Stage, host - Paul Levens 
(7:30-11:00). 

INSOMNIA PUB 5552 Calgary Tr. S., 
414-1743. *Every FRI: jazz & blues: 
Wide Awake & Dreaming (9pm-1am). 
Every SAT: jazz & alternative: The 
Method (9pm-1am). 

IRON BRIDGE 12520-125 St. SAT 19 
(12:30-3 PM): Kerry Lynn, Celtic 
Harp. 

JESS LEE’S ON JASPER Mayfair, 10815 
Jasper Ave., 414-6211. Every MON- 
SAT: Live Blues/Country During 
Happy Hour. *Every SUN (aft): Blues/ 
Country Jam Session. 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM FRI 18-SUN 
20, WED 23 & SUN 27: Candlelight 
Christmas: Terry McDade. 


LA HABANA 10238-104 St., 424- 
5939. Every WED: Latin Dance Les- 
sons. *Every THU: Dance Party. 
*Every FRI & SAT: Los Caminantes. 
FRI 18: Salsa Anyone: fundraiser, 
America Rose, Jose Jose. FRI 18- 
SAT 19: America Rosa, Jose Jose. 
FRI. 25-SAT 26 & THU 31: Los 
Caminantes, Jose Jose. 


LITTLE FLOWER SCHOOL Behind Telus 
Field, 421-7577. eEvery WED (8 pre): 
Open Stage - hosted by Randy 
Smallman. . 


MISTY ON WHYTE 10458B-82 Ave., 
433-3512. *Every MON: Open Stage 
Hosted by Terry. 


O'BYRNES IRISH PUB 10616-82 Ave., 
414-6766. THU 17 (9:30 pm): Ragin’ 
Cajun sounds: Fat Tuesday. SUN 20: 
Live Irish Dancing: Knock School of 
Dance (4:30 pm); Live Irish Music: 
Shannon Johnson, Maria Dunn (9 
pm). TUE 21: Live Irish Session: 
= det Johnson, Maria Dunn (9:30 
pm). : 

PONCHO'S PUB 9006-132 Ave., 473- 
7131. FRI 18: Mr. Lucky. 


PUCK'S SPORTS BAR 11845 Cpilano 
Dr. $.B., 471-1231. eEvery FRI & 
SAT: Blues night. FRI 18-SAT 19: 
the Gutter Cats. 


SECOND CUP 12336-102 Ave., 451- 
7574. SAT 19-SUN 20: Tammy Brant, 
folk harp. 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112St., 421- 
1326. THU 17-SAT 19: The Nomads. 
MON 21: Open stage hosted by Mike 
McDonald. TUE 22: Winter Solstice 
Soiree: Lester Quitzau and Tipi 
Agogo. WED 23: CKUA R & B Nite: 
the Ron Rault Band. SAT 26: Boxing 
Day Ska Party: JFK &-the Conspira- 
tors, Mad Bomber Society. 


CITY HALL City Room, Edmonton. 
Holiday Magic: THU 17: 11:1 5- 
11: 


30am ‘ Holyroed Ch 
5 pm): Ekota Cho 


Gases 


12:45 pm): Tipaskan Choir. (1-1:15 
pm): George H. Luck Choir. FRI 18: 
12-12:30 pm): Meyokumin Choir. 
12:35-1:05 pm): Ecole Notre Dame 
Choir. (1:15-1:45 pm): Grovenor 
Handbells & Choir. 

EDMONTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Winspear Centre, 428-1414. FRI 18- 
SAT 19 (8 pm) & SUN 20 (2 pm): 
Parade of Pops: A Classic Christmas: 
Valdine Anderson, soprano, Green- 
wood Singers. 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival Way, 
Sherwood 


Park, 449- RUSH & ADVANCE TIX 
FEST(3378). Ain 
SUN 20 (7:30 

pm): Henri Save 50%; available on 
Loiselle. day of performance only. 


1001 NIGHTS 10018-105 St., 448- 
1001. *Every FRI-SAT: R&B, Hip Hop, 
Retro with DJ Tech. 


BACK ROOM VODKA BAR 10324-82 
Ave., upstairs. *Every THU: DJ 
Dragon. *Every MON: Live Music. 


BUDDYS DANCE PUB 10116-124 St. 
*Every THU: D.J. Albaro. 


CLUB 2000 10812 Kingsway Ave., 
479-4266. Top 40, dance, techno. 
eEvery TUE: Ladies Night. *Every 
THU: Game Night. 


CLUB LA Leduc, 5705-50 St., 986- 
4018. *Every MON, WED-SAT: DJ 
Stretch. 


THE COCKTAIL CLUB 2940 Calgary 
Trail South, 490-1188. Every SUN: 
Sunday Night Live! eEvery WED: 
reehieg Auction previews. live R & 


DEVLINS 10507-82 Ave., 437-7489. 
*Every WED: Martini 101. 


FARGOS 10307-82 Ave., 433-4526. 
*Every SUN at 8:30 live Yuk Yuk's 
comedy night. 


GALILEO CLUB/RESTAURANT SPORTS 
BAR 10108-149 St., 414-6896. Every 
TUE: DJ Mad Max. Every WED: 
Karaoke. 


GALLERY LOUNGE Mayfield Inn, 
16615-109 Ave., 484-0821. *Every 
THU-SAT: Dan Daniels plays sounds 
from the ’50s, ‘60s, ‘70s. 


GREENHOUSE 13103 Fort Rd., 472- 
9898. *Every WED: Chris Knight from 
Power 92. Every THU: Ladies Night. 


THE HIGHRUN 4926-98 Ave., 440- 
2233. Every THU Night Battle of the 
bands. FRI 18: Feast. SAT 19: King 
Muskafa. 5 


IRON HORSE EATERY & WATERING 
HOLE 8101-103 St., 438-1907. 
eEvery SUN: live music, full menu 
until close. 


JESS LEE’S ON JASPER Mayfair, 10815 
Jasper Ave., 414-6211. @Every FRI- 
SAT: Singles Night. 


KINGS KNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave., 
433-2599. eEvery THU: Thursday 
Nite Raw with The Party Hogs 
showcasing Edmonton's New Bands. 
FRI 18-SAT 19: Headlong Walkers. 
SAT 26: Usual Suspects. 


LUSH 10030A-102 St., 424-2851. 
eEvery TUE: Hot-New Indie & Alt 
Rock with DJ Pepper. eEvery WED: 
Bronx Night-Retrobution with DJ 
Hurricane. Every THU: Mad Cow- 
British Music with DJ Jesse. *Every 
FRI: In the Velvet Underground 
Funkalicious. *Every SAT: Groovy 
Train. SAT 19: M3 & Billy. 


THE MARQ 10018-105 St., 415-5084. 
eEvery THU: Gothic Industrial. 
Every FRI Club Classics. eEvery SAT 
Elevate. Every SUN: Pyjama party. 

ORLANDO'S LOUNGE 15163-121 St., 
457-1195. Daily happy hour/food 
specials from 12-7 pm (4-7 pm Sun.) 
Every WED & SUN: Karaoke nights. 
Don't miss the unbeatable specials 
on THU nights including FREE pool! 


OZ NIGHTCLUB Level 3, Phase 3, 
WEM, 8770-170 St., Suite 2554, 489- 
3393. FRI 18-SAT 19: Grand Open- 
ing. 

REBAR 10551-82 Ave., 433-3600. 
*Every SUN: DJ Big DaDa, alterna- 
tive. *Every MON: DJ Chuck Rock, 
requests. *Every TUE: DJ Chuck, rock 
& DJ Ryan Coke punk, rock, ska. 
eEvery WED: DJ Big Dada, alterna- 
tive. Every THU: Level 1: Davey 
James & Code Red, hardtimes 
techno/house; Level 2: Flashbac 
DJ Mikee, goodtimes/classics- 


Every FRI: Level 1; DJ Mikee, 
techno/rock/alternative; Level 2: 


Davey James & kote Red with 


uests, 
house/techn ery SA’ A: 
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After Party. SAT 19: GOB, By A 
Thread. 


RED'S WEM, 481-6420. *Every SAT: 
Red’s Rebels. eEvery FRI: Dance 
Party, hosts Kenny-K. Every TUE: 
Toonie Tuesday. TUE 22: Christmas 
Disco Concert: Groove Town. WED 
23: Christmas Rock Concert: the 
Joint Chiefs, 100 Watt Bulb. SUN 
27: WCW Starrcade. 


THE ROOST Private Member's Club, 
10345-104 St., 426-3150. *Every 
MON: DJ Big Daddy. *Every TUE: DJ 
Bryan the Big Mac. *Every WED: DJ 
Latin Lover. *Every THU: DJ Dark 
Daddy. ¢Every FRI: Down-DJ Weena 
Love. *Every FRI: Up-DJ Alvaro. 
Every SAT: Down-DJ James. *Every 
SAT: Up-DJ Code Red. *Every SUN: 
DJ Who the @*!? is Alice. 


SPORTSMAN’S CLUB 5706-75 St., 
413-8333. *Every Night: Dancing 
with DJ G. 


TIMEER'S NIGHTCLUB 12345-118 
Ave., 454-5396. Every SUN, open 
stage *4-9 pm). Club dance follow- 
ing, Jason and the Guru, DJ Bobby 
Bree. Every FRI & SAT: DJ Bobby 
Bree. 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St., 439- 
3388. eEvery WED Jam & Open Stage, 
all styles & musicians welcome. 
eEvery THU: Thursday Night Fever. 
eEvery FRI: Serious live music. 
*Every SAT: Live Music. (9 pm). 
THU 17: Groovetown. FRI 18-SAT 
19: Catfifsh Troubadours. TUE 22: 
Dead English Opening Night Party: 
Theatre. SAT 26: DJ Fuzz, boxing 
day blow out. 


THE VAULT 10089 Jasper Ave., 423- 
LOCK. Every THU: Swing night plus 
swing lessons. FRI open at 4 pm. 


THE VIPER ROOM 10148 - 105 St., 
420-0695. Doors open 9:00 PM; free 
cover before 10:00 PM. *Every THU: 
Urban Night. Every FRI: Viper Night 
welcomes UofA and College Stu- 
dents. eEvery SAT Ladies Night. 


WHISKY NIGHTCLUB 10148-105 St., 

420-0695. *Every TUES: Comedy 
Night. *Every THU: Wet T-Shirt Con- 
test. eEvery FRI: R & B Hip Hop. 
Every SAT: Top 40 dance. 


DRAKE HOTEL 3945-118 Ave., 479- 
3929. eEvery FRI-SAT: Second 
Chance Band. *Every SUN aft: Sec- 
ond Chance Band. 


JESS LEE’S ON JASPER Mayfair, 10815 
Jasper Ave., 414-6211. eEvery MON- 
SAT: Live Blues/Country During 
Happy Hour. *Every SUN aft: Blues/ 
Country Jam Session. 


NASHVILLE'S ELECTRIC ROADHOUSE 
Phase II WEM, 483-3289. *Every 
THU: Ladies Nights. 


ONE EYED JACKS PUB & GRUB 13042- 
50 St. eEvery FRI-SAT live music. 


PONCHO'S PUB 9006-132 Ave., 473- 
7131. Every FRI live music/DJ 
dance ® Every SAT Karaoke/DJ with 
Brenda. 


WILD WEST 12912-50 St., 476- 
3388. *Every WED & THU Free 
dancing lessons *Every SAT aft: 
Jam 4:30-7 pm. THU 17-SAT 19: 
K.D. Jones. WED 23 & SAT 26: Eli 
Barsi. . 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324 Whyte 
Ave., 436-4418. Every MON: The 
Valium Lovers. Every TUE: Wide 
Awake and Dreaming. Every THU: DJ 
Dragon. 


BLACK DOG 10425-82 Ave., 439- 
1082. eEvery SUN: Root Down-Live 
Acid Jazz. 


DEVLIN’S 10507-82 Ave., 437-7489. 
*Every MON: Kiss & Tell-Live Jazz 
Trio. eEvery TUE: Fina Estampa. 
*Every THU: acid jazz. eEvery SUN: 
Melba Apartment Quartet. 


INSOMNIA PUB 5552 Calgary Tr. S., 
414-1743. *Every FRI: jazz & blues: 
Wide Awake & Dreaming (9pm-iam). 
*Every SAT: jazz & alternative: The 
Method (9pm-1am). 


LA RONDE Crowne Plaza, 10111 
Bellamy Hill, 428-6611. *Top 40, 
dine & dance. *Every THU (7:30-11 
pm): John Fisher (vocal, flute, pi- 
ano). Every FRI & SAT (8-11:30 
Pm) John Fisher (keys, vocal) & 
Christine BECQ (vocals). 


THE LONDON BRIDGE PUB & EATERY 
7704-104 St., Calgary Trail South, 


431-1748, THU 17-SAT 19; A. 


PRADERA.RESTAURANT’ Westin Ho- | CHAPTERS BC KSTORE Wests 
70 St., 487-6500. SAT 19 ( 
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Photo! Frank Gasparik 


¢ , = 
eee The Catfish Troubadours are maddeningly close to finishing their debut 


CD, Reach Bombay. “We have six tracks completed,” says producer/manager Keith Spalding, “and we'd like to have 14 
or 15 songs on the disc.” Progress has been temporarily halted by the pending departure of bass player Alex \ 
Campbell. His wife (affectionately known as Mrs. Campbell) is with child, and the father in question is reluctant to 
take on the inevitable touring pressures that promoting a new CD will entail. “Alex co-wrote most of the songs,” says 
Spalding, “and he’s played on about half the tracks, so those contributions will stand. The guys are thinking about 
setting up their own studio, and he may stay involved with the band to look after the facility.” In the meantime, the 
Catfish Troubadours will embark on the search for a new bass player early in the new year. While fans wait for the 
disc, the band will play the Urban Lounge this weekend (December 18-19). This will be Campbell's last official gig 
with the group. Since he'll still be involved with the band at a couple of different levels, the Catfish Troubadours are 
treating this more as a celebration than a wake. Join them for the party at the Urban Lounge. 


tel. «Jazz Brunch every SUN (10 am- 
2 pm). SUN 27: Bill Jamieson Duo. 


ROSE & CROWN Sheraton Grande Ed- 
monton Hotel, 10235-101 St., 441- 
3036. *Every SAT: Acoustic open 
stage with Lyle Hobbs. 


ZENARI’S ON 1ST 10117-101 St., 
425-6151. FRI 18: Jerrold Dubyk. 


piano bars 


LION'S HEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 
4440 Calgary Trail South, 437-6010. 
THU 17-SAT 19: Tony Dizon. 


ROSE & CROWN Sheraton Grande Ed- 
monton Hotel, 10235-101 St., 441- 
3036. *Every week (9-1): Tony Poirier. 
Every THU-SAT: Lyle Hobbs Entertainer 
Extrordinaire. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES WEM Bourbon St., 
444-1752. THU 17-SAT 19: Tim Becker. 
SUN 20: Newfie Night with Spirit of 
the Atlantic. MON 21-WED 23 & SAT 
26: Sam August. SUN 27: Newfie Night 
with Spirit of the Atlantic. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES DOWNTOWN Rice 
Howard Way, 426-7784. THU 17-SAT 
19: Sam Posteraro. TUE 22-WED 23 & 
SAT 26: Tim Becker. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES Capilano Mall, 1136, 
5004-98 Ave., 463-7788. THU 17-SAT 
19: Mark Magarigle. SAT 26: Chuck 
Belhumeur. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES ON WHYTE 10341- 
82 Ave., 433-9676. *Every THU: Celtic 
nights. THU 17: Celtic Night. TUE 22- 
WED 23 & SAT 26: Tony Dizon. THU 24: 
Celtic Night. 


DE VINES REASTAURANT & LOUNGE 
9712-111 ST, 482-6402. eEvery SAT 
night (8:30-12): Live acoustic lifht 
jazz, Mark Baily. 


pop & roc 


BIG DADDY'S 4635 Calgary Trail N., 
436-2700. eEvery FRI: Jazz. 


BILLY BUDD’S 9839-63 Ave., 438- 
1148. *Every TUE: karaoke. *Every 
MON, WED-SAT: live entertainment. 


BOJLERS PUB 10220-103 St., 425- 
4767, 440-6062. Every SUN: Sunday 
Showcase. THU 17: Hyrd Help. FRI 18- 
SAT 19: Bridge. SUN 20 : Sunday 
Showcase & Open Stage Jam hosted 
by: Dawn GBissett & Shane Watt, fea- 
turing: Caedmon, New Cat Yellow. TUE 
22: Hyrd Help. “Get 

e19952- 

2:30-9:30 


1 


PINS & CUES ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 
Westmount Shopping Centre, 111 Ave, 
Groat Rd., 489-7462. SAT 19-SUN 20 
(1 pm-1 am): Edmonton Band Expo 
‘98. Including 2nd Sun. 


ROAD HOUSE 15540 Stony Plain Rd., 
483-1100. *WED open stage 8:00 
hosted by Joe Matal, 905 2005 (Jam 
night). THU 17-SAT 19: Feel Kings. 


THUNDERDOME 9920 Argyll Rd., 433- 
DOME. *Every THU: Ladies Night. 
Every TUES: Bogie Nites: The Best of 
60s, 70s & 80s Retro. 


DE VINES REASTAURANT & LOUNGE 
9712-111 St, 482-6402. *Every THU 
& FRI night (8:30-12): Live acoustic, 
40-s to 70-s pop, Damian Gregory. 

WILD HORSE SALOON 16625 Stony 
Plain Rd., 484-7751. *Every SUN & 
MON: karaoke. THU-SAT: live enter- 
tainment. 


WINDSOR BAR & GRILL 11712-82 Ave., 
433-7800. Every TUES: Canadian Mu- 
sic Night. Every SAT: live music. 


pm): Ruth Blais Duo, jazz. 


CLUB 147 Wetaskawin, 352-0147. SAT 
19: 2nd Sun, Candy Wheel. 


ELEPHANT & CASTLE Whyte Ave. *Every 
TUES, Open stage, hosted by Jose 
Oiseau. 


GASOLINE ALLEY 10993-124 St., 482- 
6382. Every TUE: Retro Night-DJ Lefty. 
Every THU: Wet T-Shirt Contest. Every 
SUN: The Big Cheese. 


J&R BAR & GRILL 4003-106 St., 436- 
4395. SAT 19: Catalysts (Caribbean). 
WED 23: White Boys Blues Noise (Blues 
& Roots). donations to the food bank. 


KING’S HORSE PUB 4211-106 St., 462- 
4627. ¢Every MON: bar/restaurant in- 
dustry appreciation night. FRI 18- 
SAT 19: Cal Kellett. 

KEEGAN'S PUB 3458-99 St., 435-4065. 
*Every MON Karaoke. 

MARIO’S 4990-92 Ave., 466-8652. 
¢Every THU-SAT: Rare Occasion. 


TIX ON THE SQUARE - 


COMMUNITY ARTS INFORMATION 
CENTRE OFFERING ALL 
TICKETMASTER SERVICES, ARTS 
INFORMATION AND 

RUSH (HALF PRICE) TICKETS 

AS AVAILABLE 


IN THE HEART OF THE NEW ARTS DISTRICT IN CHANCERY HALL, 


- MAIN FLOOR. 
INFO: 420-1757/988-3873 
HOT LINE RUSH TIX... 


Citadel Theatre presents The King and I, until Jan. 3. Rush TIX for 
some performances. (advance TIX also available). 


© MRB Productions Christmas Train. Until Dec. 20 at the Kaasa 
Theatre, nightly at 8 pm (2 pm matinees on Dec. 19 & 20). (advance TIX 
also available). 

* Festival Place presents Henri Loisselle. Sunday Dec. 20, 7:30 pm. 
(advance TIX also available). 


ADVANCE TIX... 
* Leave it to Jane Theatre presents Wonderful Town. January 8-17 
at the Kaasa Theatre. : 

¢FIRST NIGHT BUTTONS AND TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE 
AT TIX ON THE SQUARE. Buttons are $8.00. 


THURSDAY 17 


LAST DAY OF EXAMS! 


Rewer arias oF 
FRIDAY 18 


COLOUR BLIND 
WIG PARTY 
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SATURDAY 19 
LOVING UEAD 


THE HUNTERS 


SATURDAY 26 


The Real 
McKenzies 


The Molestics 
Mad Bomber Society 


LOUNGE 


1ID1G!1 - 12 St. 
413-4575 
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art galleries 


shows openings/events/happenings 


THE ART BARNS 10330-84 Ave., 414-0702. 
art form the unknown exhibit: Local 
unknown artists who are living on low 
incomes. Opening reception, FRI, Dec. 
18, 7 pm, live music, Maren Ord, Dale 
Ladouceur, Notre Dame des Bananes Choir, 
providing musical entertainment, food 
and admission by donation. Dec. 18-20. 


ARTRA ART—THE GALLERY 15607-100A 
Ave., 489-1028. Work by Cindy Barratt, 
Frances Alty-Arscott, Tom Love. Thru Dec. 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 
20, 8527 rue Marie-Anne-Gaboury (91 
(28H), 461-3427. *CHRISTMAS CELEBRA- 
TION: Paintings, etchings, watercolours, 
art and crafts of members. Until Jan. 13. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 
Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 
422-6223. eTHE POOLE 
FOUNDATION GIFT: Perma- 
nent Collection Exhibition. 
*BRUSH WITH... North 
American traditions of large 
abstract paintings which 
assert the character of the 
brush stroke being the in- 
tegral part of the painting. 
Until Aug. 31. *Contempo- 
rary Art Issues Reading 
Group: Every second THU, 7 
pm. -*Envisioned Spaces: 
Lectures on Contemporary 

Architecture: JUST FOR 
“THE LOVE OF IT: The Shirley and Peter 
Savage collection of Canadian Prints. 
Until Jan. 17. © BEAUTY AND THE BANAL: 
Janet Cardiff, Chris Cran, Lesley Menzies, 
Lyndal Osborne, Laura Vickerson, John 
Will, Angus Wyatt, how we assign aes- 
thetic and cultural value to things around 
us. Until Jan, 17. eKITCHEN 2: Vera 
Gartley: The Gap. ° 
Art Rental Gallery, Margaret Brine Gal- 
lery, Lower Level EAG. : SMALL ART 1998- 
99: Annual Christmas Small Art Sale. 
Until Jan. 9 


FAB GALLERY U of A, 1-1 Fine Arts Bldg, 
112 St., 89 Ave., 492-2081. INDUSTRIAL 
DESIGN -Works in progress: designing in 
the computer aided environment, prod- 
uct and prototype development. Until 
Dec. 20. 


THE FRINGE GALLERY BSMT., 10516 Whyte 

Ave., 432-0240. *NEW FIGURATIVE 

CteWORKS: Acrylic paintings on board by 
Doug Jamha. Until Dec. 31. 


PROFILES GALLERY 110 Grandin Park Plaza, 
22 Sir Winston Churchill Ave., St. Albert, 
460-4310. PRESENCE: St. Albert Visual 
Arts Council Holiday Exhibiton & Sale. 
Until Dec. 23. 


SNAP PRINT GALLERY 10137-104, back of 
Latitude 53, 423-1492. Recent Etchings 
by Tadeusz Warsynski. Until Jan--9. 


SPECIAL-T-GALLERY 284 Saddleback Rd., 
437-1192. MIXED PALETTE: Members of 
the Society of Western Canadian Artists. 
Until Jan. 15. 


STRATHCONA PLACE ART GALLERY 10831 
University Ave., 433-5807. Works by Don 
Winkelaar, Alberta landscapes with wood, 
paper and pastels. Until Jan. 7. 


VANDERLEELIE 10344-134 St., 452-0286. 
ee Group show, gallery artists: paintings by 
David Alexander, Gregory Hardy, Brent 
McIntosh, Wendy Skog and Scott Plear. 
Also ceramics from Holland by Renate 
Weidner, serigraphs by Harry Kiyooka, 
steel sculpture by Isla Burns and stone 
torsos by Evelyne Brader-Frank. Until 
Dec. 18-31. 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10106- 
124 St., 488-6611, 488-5900. #A HOLT 
DAY CELEBRATION OF CRAFT: Holiday 
crafts and gift giving ideas. Until Dec. 
24. 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 Street, 
482-1204. Special selection of works by 
gallery artists including George 
Littlechild, Dale Auger and Maxine Noel. 

( & Thru Dec. 


BUGERA KMET 12310 Jasper Ave. NEW 
DIMENSIONS: Prairie landscape paint- 
ings by Terry Fenton, New sculpture by 
Douglas Bentham. 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St., 
488-4445. CHRISTMAS SHOW: Preview of 
Christmas Exhibition featuring new work 

Gut by gallery artists. Until Dec. 24. 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO & GALLERY 
12419 Stony Plain Road, 482-1402. ©1998 
RETROSPECTIVE GROUP SHOW: A selec- 
tion of Artists’ Works. Wayne Mackenzie, 
Janet Stein, John Blair - jewellery; Eliza- 
beth Beauchamp & Lynn Malin - 
monoprints & tables; Sidney Kelsie - 
naive art; John Morel, Henry Schlosser, 
Doug Haslam - wood; Time & Cheryl 
Jensen - fused glass; Jackie Fiala - stone 
carvings. Until Dec. 24. 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Avenue, 


ce 488-2952. An exhibition of miniature 


art, including paintings, ceramics and 
sculpture. Until Dec, 24... . . 


LATITUDE 53 10137-104 St.) 423-5353) | 
“EMERGING CURATORS: SERIES: «SPONTA- 
<= ~ NEQUS.-COMPULSION:. Curated- by Cindy ~ 


Baker, a mail art exhibition. Dec. 17-Jan. 
23. Onening reception, THU. Dec. 17, 8 
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WEEKLY 
Listings are FREE. 


Send them by fax to 
426-2889 
or by e-mail to 
listings @vua.ab.ca. 
Deadline is 
3:00 p.m. Friday. 


pm. 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St., 488-3619. 
eCHRISTMAS TREASURES: Paintings, ce- 
ramics, sculptures by gallery artists in- 
cluding Barbara Akins, John Burrow, 
Nancy Day, Arne Handley, Maureen 
Harvey, Cathryn Jenkins, Yunko Kitamura, 
Brenda Malkinson, Katerina Mertikas, 
Sheila Norgate, Leslie Poole, Carol & 
Richard Selfridge, Robert Sinclair, Doris 
Zaharichuk and more. Until Dec. 24. 


ZIEGLER HUGHES GALLERY & SERENDIP- 
ITY FRAMING 9860-90 Ave., 433-0388. 
Group show by gallery artists. New work 
by Raymond Theriault, Derek Watts and 
Andrew Raszewski. Also showing Christ- 
mas miniatures. 


art galleries 


ART BEAT GALLERY & FRAME 
Pelland Place, 8 Mission Ave., 
St. Albert, 459-3679. 
www.artbeat.ab.ca. Steel sculp- 
ture by Eduino M. Sousa; ala- 
baster, soapstone carvings by 
Albert Adams; raku pottery by 
Elke Blodgett; stain glass by 
Bernard de Man; water colours 
by Kenneth E£. Brown, Murray 
Allen and Jim Brager; pastels 
by W. Daniel Bagan; acrylics by 
Andrew Raszewski; and ab- 
stracts by Yvonne Rivard. Mini- 
ature pieces by gallery artists: 
Nick Prins, Jeanne Findlay, Carol Hama 
Chang, Pat Wagensveld and Sophia 
Podryhula Shaw. 


THE ARTISTS MARKETPLACE Westmount 
shopping Centre, 111 Ave., Groat Rd., 
908-0320. Local artists on site daily. 
Now featuring: Now featuring: New works 
in oil by Peggy Miller. 


EDMONTON GENERAL HOSPITAL 11111 
Jasper Ave., Main Floor, 930-5611, ext. 
6475. FACING AIDS: A senior High School 
Art Exhibition: A collaborative project 
between Victoria School and Latitude 53 
Society and Caritas Art Enrichment Pro- 
gram to raise awareness of issues sur- 
rounding AIDS. Until Jan. 15. 


GALLERY DE JONGE 27022A Hwy 16, Spruce 
Grove, 962-9505. Group exhibition, gal- 
lery artists. 


GIORDANO GALLERY 208 Empire Bldg, 
10080 Jasper Ave., 429-5066. A selec- 
tion of small works. Open 12-5 pm, Wed 
and Sat or by appointment. Until Dec. 24. 


GREY NUNS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL AND 
HEALTH CENTRE 34 Ave. 66 St., 930- 
5611, ext. 6475. 0 level Corridor: SHAR- 
ING VIEWPOINTS: Paintings by Madelie 
Delaney, E. Jean Richards, Moira English, 
Barbara Hodgeson, Ethel E. Grant, Larry 
Judge, Sunita Kumar, Wilf Walker. Until 
Feb.. 9. 


HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY 3rd Floor, 
10215-112 St., 426-4180. *THE FRONT 
ROOM: TEN PIN: The 10th Anniversary 
Exhibition. Until Dec. 23. 


IML GALLERY 10822 Whyte Ave., 433- 
6834. GALLERY CHOICE: Works from resi- 
dent artists, 1998. Closed on Mondays, 
Tues-Sat 10 am-6 pm, Thu 10 am - 8 pm. 


KAMENA GALLERY II 9939-170 St., 413- 
8362. Watercolour by Willie Wong. 


MAZZUCA II 8207-104 St., 414-0432. SPIR- 
ITS AND DRAGONFLIES: Gallery artists: 
Andrea Saba, Neil McLelland, water col- 
ours and acrylics. Until Dec. 24. 


MCMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 
8440-112 St., 492-4211. LEGACY-The Work 
of Twelve Major Alberta Artists in the 
University of Alberta Hospital Permanent 
Collection: Includes works by Derek Besant 
Illingworth Kerr, Bill Laing, Francine 
Gravel, Janet Mitchell, Richard Yates, 
John Snow Harry Savage, Doug Haynes, 
Helen Mackie Grant Leier and Manwoman. 
Until Jan. 4. 


MISERICORDIA HEALTH CENTRE 16940- 
87 Ave., 484-8811, ext. 6475. Dayward 
Corridor: THE PORTRAIT PROJECT: Paint- 
ings by Rhonda Harper Epp. Until Feb. 8. 
Northwest Corridor: BREAKING IN? 
BREAKING QUT: Works by Mary Sullivan 
Holdgrafer and Stella Kaufman. 


MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE CENTRE 5411- 
51 St., Stony Plain, 963-2777. Genera- 
tions Gallery: Annual Christmas Show 
and Sale: Borealis Group. Until Jan. 5- 
Gallery Restaurant: Sean Livingston: 
Photography, Tasmanian Caves. Until Jan. 
4. 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-96A St., 
496-8755. ANGEL VOICES: Until Jan. 2. 


PLANET INC CYBER CAFE 201, 10442-82 
Ave., 433-9730, http// 
www.compusmart.ab.ca/bozena. Art Ex- 
hibition, works by Michael V. Tkaczyk. 


ROWLES AND COMPANY LTD. Coopers & 
Lybrand Tower, Mezz. Level, 10130-103 
St., 426-4055. Works in oil by Rob Von 
Eschen, a ee and George 
Schwindt, works i acrylic by Dale Auger, 
__. Steve Mitts, David Seghers, Elaine Tweedy, 
“| John: reeman. Watercolours by Sigrid 


“— - er. Oxford Tower, - 


rens, Eva! ida Beaver, Barb 
in glass, soapstone @ 


1 St. Gils 
by Rob Von Eschen. Westin Hotel, The 


Pradera, 10135-100 St. Pastel Paintings 
by Audrey Pfannmuller. The Hotel 
McDonald, The Harvest Room: Acrylics 
by Steve Mitts. 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park 
Plaza, 22 Sir Winston Churchill Ave., 460- 
5990. A co-operative work-place shared 
by eight St. Albert artists. Display of 
current works by 9 St. Albert Artists: Pat 
Wagensveld, Helen Smith, Louise 
Crawford, Alandra Allanbright, Dorothy 
Forbes, Carol Yake, Mona Anderson-Apps, 
Susanne Loutas. CLOSED DEC. 25-JAN. 
cf 


ST. ALBERT PAINTERS' GUILD St. Albert 
Place lobby, 5 St. Anne St., St. Albert. 
Painter's Tea Party, an all member show. 


WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE 10322-83 Ave., 
488-8368. Art in the Lobby: Works by Don 
Pimm. 


ART GALLERY & PORTFOLIOS ON-LINE 
KRISTEN ZUK http://plaza.v-wave.com/ 
gilan/art/kirsten.htm Featuring sculp- 
tures by artist Kirsten Zuk. 


SURREAL & FANTASY OIL PAINTINGS ON- 
LINE COSMIC HORIZONS http:// 
www.geocities.com/SoHo/Gallery/6298. 


CHRISTMAS IN STRATHCONA Festival Place, 
Telus Theatre, 464-2852. SUN 19 (10 am- 
5 pm): Christmas craft sale. 


CWLC ARTS AND CRAFTS MUSEUM 10825- 
97 St., St. Josaphat's Cathedral. Focus on 
the Ukrainian Settlement in Western 
Canada. Ukrainian Catholic women's 
Leaque of Canada. 


DANCE ALBERTA SCHOOL AND PERFORM- 
ING COMPANY Heritage Mall, 496-8266. 
Nutcracker Suite, Until Dec. 20(Fri, Sat & 
Sun evenings, Sat & Sun Matinees). 


MERRYWOOD DANCE ACADEMY Romanian 
Hall, 9005-132 Ave., 462-6675. THU 17 
(7 pm): Christmas Concert. 


ALBERTA AVIATION MUSEUM 
Kingsway Ave., 453-1078. Aircraft on 
display and under restoration. Civil and 
military aviation history. 


11410 


ALBERTA RAILWAY MUSEUM 24215-34 
St., 472-6229. Housed in the railway 
station built at St. Albert in 1909. 


ALLEY KAT BREWING COMPANY 9929-60 
Ave., 436-8922. Visit Edmontons' small- 
est micro brewery, see how Alley Kats’ 
award winning craft beers are brewed, 
taste Alley Kats’ all natural beer. THU- 
FRI, 2-4 pm or call for a guided tour. 


BRUCE PEEL SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LI- 
BRARY U of A, Rutherford South, 492- 
5998. THE BOOK OF NATURE: THE 18TH 
CENTURY & THE MATERIAL WORLD: Exhi- 
bition of rare 18th-c. books from the first 
encyclopedias to books on insects, gar- 
dening, architecture and literature. Cata- 
logue available. ALSO— ADVERSARIA: 
16TH-C. BOOKS AND THE TRACES OF THEIR 
READERS: Exhibition showing books with 
owners’ signatures, comments in mar- 
gins, corrections, additions. Catalogue 
available. Until Dec. 24. 


CANADA’S AVIATION HALL OF FAME 
Reynolds Alberta Museum, Hwy 13, 361- 
1351. A tribute to the people who pio- 
neered and advanced aviation in Canada. 
Open year-round. 


C & E RAILWAY MUSEUM 10447-86 Ave., 
433-9739. Come and visit a part of Ed- 
monton's past!! The C & E Railroad Mu- 
seum is a replica of the old train station 
built at the turn of the century. Inside are 
many interesting photographs and arti- 
facts from Edmonton and Canada's days 
of the locomotive: 


DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 5 km North 
on Hwy 60, 987-3054. Authentic Japa- 
nese Garden, nature trail, 80 acres of 
connected gardens. 


EDMONTON SPACE & SCIENCE CENTRE 451- 
3344. IMAX Theatre, Margaret Zeidler 
Star Theatre; Exhibit Galleries, live sci- 
ence demonstrations. ®A Carnival of Co- 
nundrums, ARITHMETRICKS: PERFECTLY 
PERPLEXING PUZZLES. The greatest math 
show on Earth! Until Jan. 3. 


FORT EDMONTON 496-8787. CHRISTMAS 
REFLECIONS: The sights and sounds of an 
old-fashioned Christmas. Dec. 17-23, 6- 
9 pm. 

JOHN WALTER MUSEUM Kinsmen Park, 
1901 House, Walterdale Hill, 496-2966. 
TIMBER TO TOWNSHIPS: John Walter and 
the lumber Industry at the turn of the 
century. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY INTERPRETIVE 
(CENTRE Ni Legislature Grounds, |pdwy, 


427-7362. Visit Alberta's premiere,archi- 
tectural attraction. 


THE LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT MU- 


SEUM FOUNDATION Prince of Wales 
Armouries, 10440-108 Ave., 421-9943. 
Two galleries dedicated to the history of 
Edmonton's own infantry regiment. Pic- 
tures, documents and artifacts depictin 
all aspects of recruiting, training ad 
overseas service. Open TUE-FRI. 


MCKAY AVENUE SCHOOL 10425-99 Ave., 
422-1970. Archives and Museum located 
along the river valley on the Heritage 
Trail. Stroll in the Victorian-era Park. 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM St. Albert Place, 
5 St. Anne St., St. Albert, 459-1528. THE 
NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS: Discover the 
origins of some of the Christmas tradi- 
tions, also an exhibit of antique toys and 
mechanical dolls as well as a number of 
religious icons. 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-96A St., 
496-8755. ANGEL VOICES: A heavenly 
host dressed in bejewelled gossamer 
gowns with a display of poinsettias. A 9- 
foot angel centrepiece heralds the joy of 
the season. Until Jan. 3. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 12845- 
102 Ave., 453-9131. *Every SAT & SUN: 
Science Circle. For young families. Week- 
ends, 1-4 PM. *Every SAT: Aboriginal 
videos. *Every SUN; Gallery Spotlight: an 
in-depth look at some of the features of 
your favourite galleries. *SYNCRUDE 
CANADA ABORIGINAL PEOPLES GALLERY: 
Spans 11,000 years and 500 generations, 
people of the past and present, record- 
ings, film, lights, artifacts and more. 
Every 1st SUN of ea. month: Aboriginal 
Performers. *Every 3rd SUN of ea. month: 
Aboriginal artisans. *BUG ROOM: NEW 
ARRIVALS: Permanent live invertebrate 
display, new arrivals from Malaysia. 
©£GGS: A VIRTUAL EXHIBIT: A guide to 
the bird eggs of Alberta and around the 
world. Images, text, quizzes and egg 
humour tell you everything you ever 
could want to know about birds and eggs. 
Created by 11 young Canadians working 
in museums. www.pma.edmonton.ab.ca. 
*BEARS IN TOYTOWN: A festive stroll 
through a town full of toys. Until Apr. 5. 


REYNOLDS ALBERTA MUSEUM Wetaskiwin, 
Highway 13. 1-800-661-4726. Bicycles, 
cars, farm equipment... reflections of 
Alberta’s transportation history. Open 
daily. 

RUTHERFORD HOUSE 11153 Saskatch- 
ewan Dr., 427-3995, 422-2697. Cos- 
tumed interpreters recreate daily 
household activities. 


SHAW CONVENTION CENTRE Pedway 
Level, 9797 Jasper Ave., 424-3300. 
Canadian Country Music Hall of Honour: 
Who's who in the Canadian country 
music scene. 


THE TELEPHONE HISTORICAL CENTRE 
10437-83 Ave., 433-1010. Set in the 
original Old Strathcona Telephone Ex- 
change Building (1912). 


VALLEY Z00 13315 Buena Vista Rd., 496- 
6911. Combining the fun of nursery 
rhymes with the beauty of animals. 
9:30AM-6PM 


GARNEAU 8712-109 St, 433-2212. World's 
Best Commercials, 1998. Starts SAT, 
Dec. 16-THU, Dec. 31. 


METRO CINEMA Zeidler HALL, Citadel 
Theatre, 9828-101A Ave., 425-9212. 
Will it Snow for Christmas? Fri 18-SUN 
20, 8 pm. 


lectures/meetings 


BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS Six Locations, 483- 
5599. weekly: Parent Talk-Talking to 
Your Children 


CENTRE FOR EDUCATION 1 Kingsway 
Ave., Eva 0. Howard Theatre, Victoria 
School. WED 18 (7 pm): Profiling Ed- 
monton Public Schools’ Accomplish- 
ments and results for 1997-1998. 


THE COMMUNITY SHAMANIC DRUMMING 
AND HEALING CIRCLE 475-1826, 951- 
2324. Every FRI, 7 pm., everyone inter- 
ested in learning Shamanic Journeying 
are welcome. 


GAY MEN & RELATIONSHIPS 910-3050. 
Every MON evening: Relationships with 
family, friends & foes: Group for gay 


men, gay/lesbian facilitators. 


GRANT MACEWAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
Jasper Place Campus, 10045-156 St., 
497-4303, 497-5000. ®Big Band Recruit- 
ing Members. @Children's dance classes. 
Shall We Dance? Educational Travel 
Tours: New York City & London, England. 


GREENSPIRATION! Orange Hall, 10335- 
84 Ave., 439-8744. SUN 20: Slide show 
of the Greenspiration Asia trip with 
Tooker Gomberg and Angela Bischoff. 
Video of Gomberg for Mayor campaign. 
Dance and ritual with Maria Formolo. 
Music with Dale Ladouceur. 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB, John 
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ART FROM THE UNKNOWN —OPEN- 
ING NIGHT The Art Barns, 83 Ave., 
103 St., 414-0702. An exhibit of un- 
known artists living on low income. 
There will be live entertainment by 
Maren Ord, Dale Ladouceur and the 
Notre Dame des Bananes Choir, and 
others as well as many art works. 
Time: 7 pm. Tix: admission by dona- 
tion. 

SALSA ANYONE? La Habana Night 
Club, 10238-104 St., 457-5135, 903- 
3518, rsalazar@ualberta.ca. Pre- 
sented by the U of A Spanish and Latin 
American Student Association. A 
fundraiser, all proceeds going to the 
Red Cross Central American Victims of 
Hurricane Mitch Relief Fund and the U 
of A Spanish and Latin American Stu- 
dent Association. Featuring live mu- 
sic from the Latin sounds of America 
Rosa and DJ Jose Jose spinning hot 
Latin tracks throughout the evening. | 
Time: 9 pm. Tix: %5 (advance and 
door). 


Saturday, .comber J 9 


GOB—IN CONCERT Rebar, 10551-82 
Ave., 433-3600. Vancouver punk rock- 
ers Gob return to promote their new 
CD How Far Shallow Takes You. By A 
Thread, another Vancouver quartet 
will be playing as well. Time: 8 pm 
(doors); 10:30 pm (show). Tix: $5 (No 
advance tickets). 


THE 3RD ANNUAL CHRISTMAS-CAROL 
PROJECT "98 Catalyst, 8529-103 St., 
433-9675. A seasonal blend of con- 
temporary music and classic litera- 
ture. A new musical version of Dick- 
ens' classic tale with an extremely 
talented cast of local musicians who 
have each written their own song 
from the perspective of the charac- 
ters that they play. Time: 8 pm (doors) 
9 pm (show). Tix: $20 (adv. $25 
(door). 


Sundayp ecember&O 


HENRI LOISELLE—"SINGING 
FARMER” Festival Place, 100 Festi- 
val Way, Sherwood Park, 464-2852. 
The "Singing Farmer” with his rich, 
rumbling baritone voice gives a won- 
derfully festive concert performance. 
Time: 7:30 pm; Tix: $12.50 (adults); 
$8.50 (children 12 yrs. and under). 


WILL IT SNOW FOR CHRISTMAS? 
Zeidler Hall, Citadel, 9828-101 AAve., 
425-9212. Presented by Metro Cin- 
ema. The story of a woman living with 
her seven children on a farm. Her 
lover though married to another barely 
supports them while unhesitatingly 
exploiting the eldest and eagerly 
awaits the growth of the others to 
abuse them in their turn. Time: 8 pm. 
Tix: $5 i eaetoe! $7 (new members, 
seniors/students); $4 (members); $6 
(new members). 


THE 3RD ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CAROL 
PROJECT "98 Catalyst, 8529-103 St., 
433-9675. A seasonal blend of con- 
temporary music and classic literature. 
A new musical version of Dickens 
classic tale with an extremely talented 
cast of local musicians who have each 
written their own song from the per- 
spective of the characters that they 
play. Time: 7 pm (doors) 8 pm (show). 
Tix: $20 (adv. $25 (door). 


Tuesday, comber22 


WINTER NIGHT'S DREAMING— 
QUITZAU AND AGOGO The Sidetrack 
Cafe, 10333-112 St., 421-1326. Cel- 
ebrate the winter solstice Together/ 
Togather with Lester Quitzau and Tippy 
Agogo. Time: 8 pm (doors). 


Wethestnember2> 


CHRISTMAS ROCK CONCERT Red's, 
WEM, 481-6420. Featuring the 
Joint Chiefs and 100 Watt Bulb 

live, in concert. These two great 

local bands will be joined by other 
musicians on stage. Time: 7 p™ 

(doors); 9:30 pm (show). Tix: $3. 


t+ 


WEST END TOASTMASTERS MEETING 
een 7° St., Rm 112, info, Jerry @ 
472-4911. Every TUES: Personal Growth 
and development in communication 
and leadership. Listening skills, ap- 
propriate feedback, public speaking 
abilities done in a friendly environ- 
ment, two hour weekly meetings. 


ASCENDANT BOOKS 10310- 124 St., 452- 
5372. SAT 19 (1-4 pm): Astrology and 
Relationships with Lesley Francis. 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave., 423- 
3487. THU 3 (7:30 pm): Buzz Hargrove, 
author of Labour of Love, The Fight to 
Create a More Humane Canada. 


CHAPTERS West Side, 9952-170 St., 487- 
6500. SAT 19 (2-4 pm): Lois Hole, book 
anne I'll Never Marry a Farmer and her 
other gardening books. SAT 19 (7 pm): 
Robert Adams, author of The Stump Farm, 
Beyond the Stump Farm and The Horse 
Cop. 

MISTY ON WHYTE 10458B-82 Ave., 433- 


3512. Every SUN: Open Stage Poetry and 
Prose Readings. 


SOUTHGATE LIBRARY Southgate Shopping 
Centre, 496-1822. THU 17: Southgate 
Library Fiction Book Group. 


STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Square, 3rd Fl. Boardroom, 496- 
7000. Every second WED of the month, 
Talking Book Club. 


THE WRITE GROUP Block 1912, Old 
Strathcona, 104 St, 82 Ave., 465-7330. 
Meeting every second THU, come out and 
meet with other aspiring writers to talk 
about issues of interest to writers. 


live comedy 


CRISTAL LOUNGE 2nd Fl., 10336 Jasper 
Ave., 421-7861. Every SUN evening: Ama- 
teur Comedy Showcase, open mike, pre- 
screening/auditions. Every WED (8 pm): 
Laff City. 

SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 Street, 421- 
1326. Every SUN: Variety Night hosted by 
the Atomic Improv Co. 


YUK YUKS WEM, 481-9926. Every WEDS: 
Hypnotist Sebastian Steel. 


H OgGe KEN — OOP LE RS 
www.edmontonoilers.com., Skyreach. WED 
23; Oilers vs San Jose Sharks, 7 pm. . SUN 
27: Oilers vs Vancouver Canucks, 6 pm. 
TUE 29: Oilers vs Montreal Canadiens, 7 
pm. 


HORSE RACING Northlands, 471-7379. 
Northlands Simulcast racing, 7 days a 
week. FRI 18: Northlands live Racing 5:30 
Spectrum. SAT 19: Northlands Live Rac- 
ing, 1:30 Spectrum. Kinnikinnek stakes 
final; Poinsettia Final. SAT 26: Northlands 
Live Racing, 1:30 spectrum. SUN 27: 
Northlands Live Racing, 1:30 pm Spec- 
trum, final day. 


SOCCER *EDMONTON DRILLERS Skyreach, 
425-KICK. FRI 18: Drillers vs Montreal. 
SUN 20; Drillers vs Baltimore. 


CARLIL V. THE CARBOLIC SMOKEBALL COM- 
PANY The New Varscona Thatre, 10329- 
83 Ave., 459-3960. Presented by Dead 
English Theatre. The stories of Lewis and 
Lucy. Lewis is adepressed young man who 
is looking for a miracle. Lucy is terrified 
of the influenza of the late 1890's but 
believes she has found her miracle in a 
Carbolic Smokeball. Dec. 22-27, 8 pm, Sat 
: Sun Mat, 2 pm. No shows Dec. 24 or Dec. 

Ly 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave., 433-3399, ext. 3. Pre- 
sented by Workshop West Theatre and 
Shadow Theatre. Adapted by Blake 
Heathcote with Lezlie Faith Wade. More 
than a dozen characters are performed by 
three actors in a fast-moving, high en- 
ergy, spooky, joyous portrayal. Until Dec. 
20, 8 pm, Sat & Sun Mat, 2 pm. 


THE CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT Catalyst, 
8529-103 St., 431-1750. A new musical 
version of Dickens’ tale featuring a cast of 
local musicians who have each written 
their own songs. Dec. 18-19. 


ISTMAS TRAIN Kaasa Theatre, 429- 


ly * December 17 - December 23, 1998 


ebrations Dinner Theatre, Neighbour- 
hood Inn, 13103 Fort Rd., 448-9339. Sal 
Sisaloni has big plans for his swing club- 
big illegal plans that is! Plans that in- 
clude kidnapping and murder! Mean- 
while, Charity Cherub has very important 
news to share, Tuesday has fallen for the 
wrong Man! Until Dec. 20, New Year's Eve 
Bash, Dec. 31. 


DIE NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave., 433-3399. The Live Improvised 
Soap Opera. Every MON night @ 8 PM. 


FRIDAY NIGHT FEVER-STILL ALIVE Jubi- 
lations Dinner Theatre, W.E.M., 484-2424. 
Remember the 70's? The swinging sin- 
gles clubs, dancing the night away, try- 
ing to find the perfect "pick-up" line. 
Well, dust off your disco shoes and pour 
yourself into those spandex pants and 
et us for this fun-filled flashback! Until 

an. 17. 


HARD HEARTS Roxy Theatre, 124 St, 452- 
1296. Dark comedy by Elliot Hayes. Ele- 
ments of mystery and farce mix with the 
comedy of a family slightly off-centre. A 
visitor learns he shouldn't inhale; Mom 
finds a novel use for the postal service; 
David, Anne and Dick develop an unusual 
triangle; and you may never feel the 
same about escalators or breakfast ce- 
real again. Until Dec. 20. 


INTO THE WOODS Red Deer College, Arts 
Centre Mainstage, 342-3536. By Stephen 
Sondheim and James Lapine. Fairy tales 
are combined into a fast paced and witty 
musical comedy. Dec. 27-31. 


JOHN WALTER'S MIRACLE ON 104TH 
STREET John Walter Museum, Kinsme 
Park, 496-8778. One of Edmonton's first 
millionaires, John Walter, must help Santa 
rekindle the spirit of Christmas after the 
flood. Dec. 20 & 27, 1 pm. 


THE KING AND I The Citadel Theatre, 
9828-101A Ave., 425- 


RUSH TIX 
1820. Amagical, holi- na 
day treat for all ages. 
Anna, an American Wy 
nanny arrives in Siam, for some 
she is astonished by __ performances. 


life in the exotic (adv. tix available) 
court. Until Jan. 10. 


MELODRAMIX Festival Place, Sherwood 
Park, 449-FEST (3378). Firelight Theatre 
every SUN, 7:30 pm., comedy and an 
improvised soap opera. 


POODLE SKIRTS TO PLATFORM SHOES 
Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 16615-109 Ave., 
483-4051. An evening of music and fun, 
a nostalgic tribute to the music and the 
singers of the 50's, 60's and 70's. Until 
Jan. 31. 


RIRE (LES SEQUELLES) La Cite 
Francophone, 8527-91 St., 497-4395. 
U'unitheatre. Idee original de Eve-Marie 
Forcier. Dec. 31. 


THEATRESPORTS 10329-83 Ave., 448- 
0695. The 18th Season of Rapid Fire 
Theatre, Theatresports. Edmonton's long- 
est running and tastiest improv show. 
This season will have more thrills-a- 
minute. Every FRI @ 11 PM (until July 
30, 99). 


CITY HALL Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 
Edmonton. Dec.-March: 7 am-10 pm, 
Ice-skate on City Hall's outdoor ice 
tink. WED 23 City Room, (431-8734): 
Blood Donor Clinic. 


CITY MARKET Downtown Edmonton, 
10153-97 St., 424-9001. SAT 19: 
Horse-drawn wagon rides (10 am-1:30 
pm). 


IRON HORSE EATERY & WATERING HOLE 
8101-103 St., 438-1907. *Every WED: 
Classic Comedy with the Atomic Improv 
Co. 


LESSARD LIBRARY 6104-172 Street, 
496-1871. Every WED: Chess Night! all 
ages, 7 PM. Every TUE: Magic, The 
Gathering, all ages, 7 PM 


LIFE AFTER SUMMER 434-7092. For 

. Outdoor types: Hiking/biking: explore 
the trails in and around Edmonton. 
Skiing/Snowshoeing: No kids, no fami- 
lies. ¢For Culinary Types: New foods, 
wines and people. For Far-out liter- 
ary types: a book club with a twist. 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 Street, 
421-1326. Every SUN: Variety Night. 


WEM The Ice Palace, 451-2263. *Eve! 
FRI & SAT evening (Until Dec. 19 
Cosmic Skating, with special effects 
and music, 7-9 pm. 


ALEXANDRA WRITERS’ CENTRE SOCIETY 
451-2043. 8 week writing workshops 
beginning in Jan. 1999: Writing for 
Women (with Margaret Macpherson), 
Introductory Creative Writing Sc 
Su ral Intermediate Creative Writ- 

Su Croll). Con’ ( 
i ete oe laa 240NT 


fh ro ies 


(. oy RS Soc 
ote ett egw WAAL 


vbr 


int 


Jasper Place Campus, 10045-156 St., 
497-4301/497-4303. *Introductory 
Photography & Camera Basics. *Arts 
Administration. *Audiovisual Commu- 
nications, Computer Graphics. *Jour- 
nalism. *Theatre Production. Art his- 
tory, drawing and Contemporary Art 
issues. ¢ non-credit art courses. 


HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY 3rd Floor, 
10215-112 St., 426-4180. Workshops 
& classes for adults and kids—sculp- 
ture, painting & drawing. 


KAMENA GALLERY I 7510-82 Ave., 944- 
9497. Water colour, beginner or adv., 
one on one basis, instructor, Willie 
Wong, flexible hours. 


THE MARKETPLACE ART SCHOOL 
Westmount Shopping Centre, 474- 
9351. Individual and group classes in 
pencil, pen & ink, acrylic, oil, water 
colour, clay and wood. Call Lorea or 
drop by. 


SNAP PRINT GALLERY 10137-104, back 
of Latitude 53, 423-1492. SNAP offers 
courses in a variety of Printmaking 
techniques. 


SOUTHGATE LIBRARY Southgate Shop- 
ping Centre, 496-1822. THU 17-FRI 
18: Take the Terror Out of Our Technol- 
ogy. 

UPWARD BOUND TOASTMASTERS Herit- 
age Rm, Main Fl., City Hall, 1, Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., contact Peggy 
488-7271.-Every WED (7:30-9:15 PM). 
Until June, you're invited to improve 
your listening, thinking, speaking 
skills). 7:30 PM. 


ARDEN 5 St Anne St., St. Albert, 459- 
1542. SAT 19 (1 pm): Fred Penner, 
accompanied by a local children's 
choir. 


CALDER LIBRARY 12522-132 Avenue, 
496-7090. SAT 19 (2 pm): Christmas 
Cheer. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Square, 422-6223. CHIL- 
DREN'S GALLERY: SCULPTURE LOCO- 
MOTION. eEvery SUN: Something on 
Sundays. SUN 20: Make art you can 
eat, candy holiday ornaments. SUN 
27: Turn your New Year's Resolutions 
into a work of art! 


GRANT MACEWAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
City Centre Campus, 497-5300. Dec. 
21-24: Crazy Christmas Camps. Dec. 
28-31: Winter Blow-Out Camp. 


HIGHLANDS LIBRARY 6710-118 Av- 
enue, *496-1806. *Totally Twos: Ses- 
sion 2: Until Dec. 17. 


LESSARD LIBRARY 6104-172 Street, 
496-1871. ©Pre-school Storytime- 
TUES, WED, THU. THU 28: Chrysalis 
98 - Hazel Hutchins. 


LONDONDERRY LIBRARY Londonderry 
Mall, 496-1814. e¢Pre-school 
Storytime: until May 12. *Junior Ed- 
monton Stamp Club: Topical or The- 
matic Stamps. SAT 19: Puppet show. 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM St. Albert 
Place, 5 St. Anne St., St. Albert, 459- 
1528/459-4404. T'WAS THE NIGHT BE- 
FORE CHRISTMAS - AT THE MUSEUM: 
Discover the origins of some of the 
Christmas traditions. Exhibit includes 
antique toys and mechanical dolls 
and religious icons. 


PROFILES GALLERY 110 Grandin Park 
Plaza, 22 Sir Winston Churchill Ave., 
St. Albert, 460-4310. Every SAT: (1-4 
PM) drop-in and explore themes re- 
lating to monthly exhibits. SAT 19: 
Cookies by...YOU! Artwork so good 
you want to eat it. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 
12845-102 Ave., 453-9131. Every SAT 
& SUN: Science Circle. For young fami- 
lies. Weekends, 1-4 PM. 


RUTHERFORD HOUSE 11153 Saskatch- 
ewan Dr., 427-3995, 422-2697. Cos- 
tumed ‘interpreters recreate daily 
household activities. ~ i 


SOUTHGATE LIBRARY Southgate Shop- 
ping Centre, 496-1822. *Pre-school 
Storytime for 3 & 4 Year Olds-Session 
1:WED, Session 2: THU, Until Dec. 17. 
*Drop-In Pre-School Storytime, THU, 
Until Dec. 17. ¢FRI18-SAT 19: Puppet 
show. 


STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square, 496-7000. 
*Every FRI, Drop-in Film Program, 
10:30 am, (3-5 yrs.) @Ukrainian 
Storytime, until Dec. 19, 11 am, all 
ages (492-2904). 

STRATHCONA LIBRARY 8331-104 
Street, *496-1828. *Pre-School 
Storytime, 10:30 AM, 3-5 yrs. One 
TUES per month, 10:30 am, all ages, 
puppet plays. 

VALLEY Z00 133 Buena Vista Rd. bd 


Ave.), 496-6911. ay, in- 
peepee ee ee 
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This week’s theme: X 
marks the ‘mas 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Santa 
Claus, | realize you're centuries old, but 
wake up, man: this is the ‘90s, and the 
portly look is out. Plus you're getting on in 
years, and all that milk and cookies can't 
be helping. So do yourself a favour, and 
put a treadmill or something under your 
own tree 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Hey, 
Rudolph—you've got to develop a thicker 
skin. So Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, 
Comet, Cupid, Donner and Blitzen laugh 
and call you names—at least your name 
doesn't sound ridiculous. So to hell with 
them and their reindeer games. (What 
exactly do reindeer play, anyway?) 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Yo, Santa— 
no wonder you're so jolly. After all, you 
know where all the bad girls live. Heed my 
advice: stick with Mrs. Claus, and stay 
away from all the ho-ho-ho's 

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20) Bob Cratchit, 
you shouldn't need to have to wait for 
Scrooge to be visited by three ghosts to 
improve your lot in life. Stand up for your- 


Self, man—as it is, you're tinier than Tim 
| ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19) St. Nick, you 
| know what your problem is? You're too 


damn nice. Okay, you're a saint and all, but 
anyone who spends all that time making 
others happy has obviously got a big void 
in his personal life. Deal with it, mar 
there are 364 other days in the year, after 
all 

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20) | have one bit 
of advice for you, Father Christmas: pipers 
piping, drummers drumming, lords a- 


"He Red Cross Central American 
Victims of Hurricane Mitch Relief 
Fund and the U of A Spanish and 
Latin American Student Association 
will share the proceeds from 
“SALSA Anyone?”, a fundraising 
fiesta that will take place at La 
Habana Night Club on December 
18. (Why? Because people like to 
say “salsa.”) The evening will feature 
the sizzling Latin sounds of Ameri- 
can Rosa; DJ Jose Jose will be 
manning the turntables during the 
downtimes. To purchase advance 
tickets (at a mere $5 apiece), call 
Rene Salazar at 457-5135 or 903- 
3518. 


The city’s less fortunate citizens 
are invited to the following Edmon- 
ton locations for Christmas din- 
mer on December 25: Sacred 
Heart Parish Church (basement), 
10821-96 St (11 a.m.-3 p.m.); Vie- 
tory Christian Centre, Edmonton 
Convention Centre (5 p.m.—bus 
pickup is available; contact Doug 
Russel at 988-5433); Mustard 
Seed Church, !0635-96 St (2 p.m.). 
There will also be a New Year's din- 
ner at the Boyle Street: 


oOmmuUnt-_ 


logic 


For the week of Dec. 17 - Dec¥23 


eaping, ladies dancing, maids a-milking, 
Swans a-swimming, geese a-laying, calling 
birds, French hens, turtle doves, partridges 
and pear trees make crappy Christmas gifts. 
If you're shopping for golden rings, though, 
"ma size eight 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) Okay, Kris Kringle’ 
we've got to talk about this obsessive-com- 
pulsive disorder. | mean, it’s okay to make a 
ist—but checking it twice? You're obviously 


a public servant paid by the hour. And when 
Christmas is over, do you apply for UI? Stop 
moochin’ off the system! 

CANCER (June 22-Jul. 22) So it's Christmas, 
Scrooge—deal with it. It's a myth that most 


Suicides happens around the holidays; it's 


actually the day daylight savings time starts 

If you're a mess now, wait till you lose an 
hour of sleep 

LEO (Jul. 23-Aug. 22) ! like kids as much as 
the next guy, Santa, but | don't invite hun 

dreds of them to sit on my lap. Better watch 
yourself, Claus—| know your intentions alge 
pure, but the RCMP might not 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Hey, Mrs. Claus 

how come we never hear anything about 
you? Women, if you haven't heard the song, 
aré doin’ it for themselves, so step out of 
Santa's (rather wide) shadow already. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) You're quite the 
antisocial type, ain'tcha, Santa, living at the 
North Pole and all. The world needs you, Mr. 

Claus—if you can deliver millions of presents 
in one night, maybe you can solve things in 


the Middle East or something. Heed the call 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) Ebenezer Scrooge 
I'll leave it to the ghosts of Christmas past, pre- 
sent and future to tell you what's really wrong 
with your life. I'll just nitpick your catchphrase: 
“Bah, humbug?” How dated is that? My sug- 
gestion: “Scrooge Power.” ~y 


peopl CBC Radio One and 
their French-language counterparts at 
CHFA encourage Edmontonians to 
“talk turkey,” as they cutely put it, by 
participating in their fourth annual, 
Turkey Drive. Donations of turkeys 
and/or non-perishable turkey fixings 
(bread crumbs, cranberries and the 
like) can be made from 7 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. weekdays at CBC Radio (7909-51 
Ave) or 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at CBC-TV 
(8861-75 St). The drive, which benefits 
food banks across Edmonton and 
Alberta, ends on December 21, so act 
quickly. 


The Alberta Fire Commissioner's 
Office, in their sober way, reminds 
Edmontonians of the necessity fes® 
proper fire safety over the holidays. 
The complete kit, which will help you 
keep your Christmas conflagration- 
free, is available at your local fire 
department. Alternatively, you can 
download any or all of the six short 
information packages (with titles rang 
ing from “Don't Invite Fire This Christ- 
mas” to “Holiday Fire Safety Tips”) 
from the Alberta Labour website at 
<www.gov.ab.ca/lab>. Or, if you'r 
afraid your computer is in danger..o 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE* FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 


Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? 
Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 
words FREE, providing the ad is non-profit 
Ads of more than 20 words subject to regular 
price or cruel editing. Free ads must be 
submitted in writing, in person or by fax. 
Duplicate ads will not be published, except 
by mistake. Free ads will not-be taken over 
the phone. Free ads will run for two weeks, if 
you cones an ad to be renewed or cancelled 
jease phone or fax the Classified 
depariment.Please, fax your ad to 426-2889, 
or drop it off at the Empire Building, 307, 
o> 10080 jasper Avenue 
~ Deadline is 3:00 PM the Monday 
before publication. Placement will depend 
upon available space 


ARTISTS TO ARTISTS 


Local Heroes International Screen Festival 
(Feb. 20-27) calling for submissions to Local 
Exposure! a home-video competition that 
invites the “non-industry” to participate. For 
info andentry forms call 421-4084 or website 
www.nsi-canada.ca. Deadline Feb. 10, 1999 

na0210 


Auditions for new members, the Faculty of 
Education Youth Choirs, for youth aged 7-19 
yrs. For info., call Dr. Robert de Frece at 492 
4273, ext. 237 


nat210 
The Works Call to Enter (June 25-July 7,1999). 
Ph 426-2122 for an application and more 
info., or e-mail at theworks@telusr et.net 
Submit your proposals for indoor/outdoor 
exhibits/projects before Jan. 22/99. 
a nat210 


Seeking others into Oly 
cutesy, nicey sock monk 
something Cleo 439-4 


3, Krecords, lofi, 
DIY thing to start 


nal210 
E.L.0.P.E. AUDITIONS—"The World Goes 
‘Round" (a Kander & Ebb Revue) January 11 
12 & 13, 1999. Fo pt., call the E.L.O.P.E 
Hotline @ 988-43 


nal210-0106'99 


Seeking creative computer ae wh artist with 
means tor new concept in marketing. Call Jeff 
455-3794 ; 

1203-17 


Call for art rental submissions. Profiles Public 
Art Gallery. Deadline May 20. For info ph 
460-4310 


GUITAAS *& AMPLIFIERS * KEYBOARDS * DRUMS 
PA. & RECORDING EQUIPMENT # ACCESSORIES 
SALES + SERVICE & RENTALS * GONSIGNMEN Ts 
BuY * SELL * TRABE *& ARENT 


keke MUSIC LESSONS **x 
PRIVATE LESSONS/OFBFERED 

RY QUALLEIED INSTRUCTORS 
TO STUDENTS QPANY AGE 
AND MUSICAL ABILITY ON 

MOST INSTRUMENTS & YOICE 


vr, bolh ANNIVETSALY 
oro on How 
433-0138 


10848 - 82 Avenue, Edmonton 
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Empire Building, 307, 10080 Jasper Avenue, TS} 1V9. Ph: 426-1996 Fax: 426-2889 


__ ARTISTS TO ARTISTS 


Available, male model 424-0613, 
message 


leave 


nai210 


Free guitar lessons, weekly jam sessions, meet 
people and form your own band. U of A 

usicians Club. jim 425-4229 
nati 


Walterdale's 5th Annual Playwrights’ 
Workshop now accepting applications for 
Playwrights and Actors. No previous 
experience necessary. 8 wk. workshop, 
commencing Jan. 1999. More info: Dale 482- 
4656 


natt22 


Wildlife & Kananaskis Count Facto an 
required for 1999 Kananaskis. Country oster 
series. Deadline Jan. 15. Contact Joel 
Christensen, 403-678-5508 

natt26 


The Kerry Wood Nature Centre, Red Deer 
looking for wildlife & nature-oriented art. “no 
hand of man". Contact: Diana Anderson, 403- 
309-8450 


natt26 


The New Gallery, Calgary. Call for entry - 
ongoing. Contact: 403-233-2399 
nali26 


Call for submissions to WOMANSTRENGTH 
1999 (a multi-disciplinary event, featuring a 
.performanc e eveningancluding: music, theatre, 
dance, film & video, prose/poetry, visual arts...) 
CWA invites you to explore the theme 
Womanstrength—must be a CWA member. For 
more info pH: 424-0287. Deadline Jan. 8, 1999 

1a0108/99 


ARTIST STUDIOS 


Independent Artists Consortium has studio 
space available, 35 cents per sq. foot or will 
trade work for studio rent. 481-0293 

nat217 


Store front studio, 600 square feet. River Valley 
view amplet natural light, 9654 Jaspser Ave 
466-0070 

¥W1217-0107'99 


tudio space available. Different sizes, access 
to freight elevator, printmaking and darkroom 
facilities. 10137-104 St., Info pH. 423-1492 
(SNAP) 


20099 


‘MUSICIANS AVAILABLE 


Vocalist available for weekends, live gigs, 

progressive, alternative, original, and covers 

Available weekends, Call Andy at 471-3535 
nat217 


ANTED 


Guitarist and drummer looking for bass player 
and singer Influences are most generations of 
metal, hardcore and rock lready have 
rehearsal space and PA system. If interested 
call Liam 436-0979. 


nat217 
$10@hr ie rehearsal time to bass player, 
wanted for death metal/jazz band. Must be 


young, enthusiastic. Call Chris 431-2848. 
nal217-1227 


Needed mature, experienced, bass player and 
drummer for jazzy original lounge project, 
439-0568 

nal217 
Lead guitarist wanted for eventual gigs, 


material negotiable but prefer classic roc! 
from ‘70's to present. Ph 986-2940. 


mal217 


Bassist wanted for up-coming rock/blues/jazz/ 
funk cover/original band. P_A. and rehearsal 
space available. Must be 18 to 30 with ambition 
and time to play weekend gigs. PH: 488-0611 
mai210 


Wanted lead guitarist & bass player, call 476- 
1032 or 466-4018 


nai210 


Accomplished singer/songwriter/guitarist seeks 
ambitious bass player, drummer and lead 
guitarist interested in creative collaboration, 
recording, and gigging. If youdig - Blue Rodeo, 
The Odds, Mathew Swett, and john Hiatt call 
Paul @ 466-8666 


mai210 


Keyboard player wanted for funy pe fusion 
instrumental band. Lv. mess. 465-1686 
nai210 


Saxophone/trumpet player wanted for fusion 
trio w/drums, bass, guitar. Lv. mess. 468-1686 
nal210 


Percussionist wanted for funky jazz/fusion 
instrumental band. Lv/mess. Ph 468-1686. 
nat210 


Yes tribute project immediately require a bass 
player 975-8675 anytime 
mai210 


Serious drummer for 3-piece local rock band, 
Stash. We have rehearsal space, van, shows 
booked , and a CD recorded. Call Chris or Rob 
482-1123 


naiz10 


Otiginal band seeks heavy, driving, groove 
oriented bassist. Call 451-3934 
nat210 


Dedicated, heavy, aBR(eSS VE drummer 
required for original band. Call 433-2975 
nai217 


Vocalist available - influence, Nirvana, 
Silverchair and any alternative, grunge music 
Call Jason at 426-6116 


nat217 
—————— 
Get Your Music To The Majors! 
PROFESSIONAL annua! MIDEM (record 
industry conference, France) attendee, 
representing Indie catalogues has space left 


ro ae 


composers seeking placement on 
All Styles. Strict deadlines & limited 
Have own Stand with audio/video 
ntation capabilities. Serious enquiries 
» book your spot, contact Debora @ 
31-8689 or email: abaca8@aol.com 
nai217, 31, 0107'99, 0114'99 


music 


Slap bass player needs percussionist, 
Reston break DJ rapper and female vocalist 
for rec ording/live project. Really funky 
Switzer 473-0610. Call after 7 pm 

nai217 


Blues artist seeks vocal instructor willing to 
exchange for guitar lessons, call 903-4339 
nai217 


iS DRINKING A PROBLEM? 


A.A. CAN HELP —424-5900 


ADULT CHAT LINE! 
Connect Live or Just Listen. 
Always lots of women to 
choose from, 

24 hrs./day! 18+ 
Call (403) 414-0800 or 
1-800-551-6338 
lwww.meetlocalsingles.com 
MF1001-- 


Vue Weekly 


Looking for musicians, poets, performers for 
open stage/coltee house project. Rod 473- 
0610. Call after 7 pm 

nai217 


Amateur Musicians wanted: The Cosmopolitan 
Music Society: CMS Adult beginner Band 
Program, CMS will teach you how to play an 
instrument. If you play or sing already or used to, 
there are adult bands ranging from elementary 
to advanced and a chorus. Contact CMS at 432- 
9333 for more info 

na0827 


Explore exotic 


PERSIA 


with Safar Travel 
Specialists in Air 
and Tours to Iran 
416-512-8080 
1-800-924-0724 
www.safartravel.com 


ESCORTS - FEMALE 


ROWSHELL 
OFFERING SOFT SENSUAL OIL OR 
POWDER MASSAGE THERAPY, PETITE 
AND CURVY AVAILABLE FOR OUT-CALLS 
MY RATES ARE MORE THAN 
REASONABLE. FOR RELAXATION AT ITS 
BEST PHONE 945-1798 TODAY 

Lic#129192 

VW1203-1224 (4wks) 


Jade. 

Young and sweet 19 yr., curvaceous red 
head. Ready to please, totally independent, 
flat rates, 413-0291. 

lic 2 128680 
VW1217(1wk) 


Classifieds, 


Call 426-1996 


‘ELECTRONICA MUSIC CLUB' free membership. 
Wedo ‘Dance, R&B, Industrial, Techno, Ambient, 
Jungle, R&B, Hip-hop, etc. Call TonMeister K. 
479-3825. 

ma0618 


Teach os 2 = English! 
Teaching positions available in South Korea 
Travel! Experience a new culture! Good salary 
Call 488-7438 for information. 


nal2i7 (iwi) 


__MUSIC INSTRUCTION _ 


GUITAR LESSONS - Beginner / Advanced / 
Acoustic / Electric / Bass. 
ROCK/FOLK/ BLUES ~ jazz / Theory / Slide / 
Fin eae, 
SONG WRITERS - Develop Songs / Record Demo. 
Just off campus. lan Birse, 433-5906. 

cRI9999 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 


466-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, mandolin, b 
$, flute, recorder, Irish tin whi 


Instruction — focus on 
ssional caring Instructors 
$, Quality music Instruction 
since 1981. 


FREE INTRODUCTORY MEETING 
CHRISTMAS ee $ 
CERTIFICATES AVAI LE 

VW/1203-(DEC)- 9999 

Personal instruction in acoustic guitar styles, 

songwriting, arranging, Irish fiddle, improvisation, 


voice, recording etc. Please contact Bill Bourne 
426-2054. 


vw1210--- 


RECORDING STUDIOS 


Recording studio for hire, 16 trk. recording, hard 

disc editing, and mastering, complete midi rig, 

$1 5/hr., including engineer, 906-4081. 
ma1210-1231 (4wks) 


What will aay gal to you 
in the future? 

Find Out!!! Caller must be 18 yrs 

1-900-830-2200 Ext: 5485 $3.99 

er min/Procall Co. (602)954-7420)| 


VW1217(1 wk 


X'mas Specials: Reasonable price 
Gifted psychic on: Tea cups 
Tarocards & Palm Readings — job, 
career, love crisis, problem 
ey ement & marriage relationship 
10 Jasper Ave., Downtown 
Taylor's Hair Salon, Fa 425-8346 
Mondays to Sundays 9:30 am-8 pm 


VW1217 (wk) 


_____SMOKING 
Nicotine Anonymous 
Trying to quit smoking? 
THU: 7:30 pm., 


St. Lukes Anglican 
Church, 8424-95 Ave. 


1na0999 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIE 


Independent Artists Consortium is currently 
looking for members/investors for new concept, 
Gallery/Cafe/Club 481-0293 


EDUCATI 


TRAVEL-teach English: 
Sday/40 hr., Feb. 24-28. 
TESOL teacher cert. course (or by corresp.). 
1,000's of jobs avail. NOW. 
FREE info pack 438-5704. 
GS0813/98-99 (1yr)(Feb.24) 


HAIR STYLIST 


X'mas Specials. Cuts $11 up; perms 
$30 up; Spiral $45 up; Streaks $20 
up; Colour $20 up; nails $30 up; 
yen $5-$10 up. Open: Mon. to 
Sun 9:30 am-8 pm. 10247 Jasper Ave., 


Edm., Taylors Hair Salon, downtown. 
Ph 12S-8346. 


VW1217 (1wk) 


4 VOLUNTEER 


Canadian Mental Health Association, offering a Self 
Advocacy and Leadership Training Sieh, for 
adults. for more info contact Kirsten @ 414-6300. 
Next session, Jan. 21, 1999. 


vwi2i7 


nat2z10 


Teach Canada to Newcomers Newcomers to Canada 
require help with conversational English and learning 
about Edmonton and Canatla. No second language 
required. Call the Host Program @ 424-3545. 
nat217 


Casino volunteers needed for Mar. 29-30, 1999. 
Please apply by jan. 5, 1999. Volunteers receive 
comp. Celebration of Women in the Arts 
membership. Call 424-0287 for details. 


nai217 


Prevent Clearcut Logging within BC's West Arm 
Provincial Park. Dec. re there will be a petition 
and gifts supporting the campaign at Westmount 
Mall near the dollar store. 

nat217 


CWA sponsorship available. Call Celebration of 
Women in the Arts for regulations. Deadline for 


IF YOU FEEL 
ALL ALONE 


You can always talk to us 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. 
The Distress Line 
482-HELP(4357). 
You're not alone. 

A program of 
The Support Network 


SUITE FOR RENT 


Basementsuite for rent beside Mill Creek Ravine 
Responsible, clean individual with reference 
Biase $350 plus shared utilities. Call Tom 432 


mal217(iwk 


SUPPORT GROUPS 


Ata loss with Alopecia? You're not alone. Let 
talk about it, friends and family welcome 
Michelle 488-8604. 


VW1217 (2 wks) 


Dance, Music Theatre: Apr. 15, Call 424-0287 
mai217 


Sign up & volunteer for First Night Festival Interested 
persons pH Carolyne, 448-9200. 
. nato10 


WANT TO GET SOME REALLY IMPORTANT 
PHONE CALLS? Edmonton's only 24 hr Distress 
Line answers over 2,500 calls ea month from people 
inneed, and we need your help to ensure those calls 
are answered. For more into call The Support 
Network Volunteer Program at 482-0198. Next 
training starts Jan.19. 

nat210 


This Christmas, Give the Gift of your Time! Start 
volunteering with a young boy or girl in need of 
support by becoming a tutor or a mentor. Contact 
Karin Boyd, The Arbutus Volunteer Foundation 
(Alberta Family & Social Services). 427-8564 or 
kboyd@arbutus.westerncanada,com. 

nat210 


TURKEY ALERT!!! On Dec. 19, several churches in 
the Edmonton are serving Poverty in Action 3 
Christmas Celebration. We need TURKEYS, or 
donation twards the purchase of a turkey. Call ASAP 
for pick up: Vincent & Deborah, 434-3796. 

nat210 
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@ You never know what might happen when Edmonton's own 
te (well, mast of their current lineup is Edmontonian) SNFU pay 
e by QRIQDAL- a visit to town. When the boys rolled in this past summer, their 
a 


newly acquired drummer was far from the picture of percussionist 
perfection, as he pulled more boners than Bill “the Thrill” Clinton in the 
presence of juicy ‘interns. Well, suffering succotash, the December |} 
show at Rebar was an example of SNFU at the top of their game.A glo-ge——— 
rious gig ended in a cacophony of chaos, with equipment smashed and 
smoke filling the air—much to the delight of the hard core fans in-atten—--— 
dance. Lead singer Chi Pig summed up one of the best SNFU shows in 
recent memory with this: “This is 
Edmonton's Christmas present 
for this year.’ Well Merry 
fuckin’ Christmas to you too, @ 
a.dude. And what's with the 
hot-knife?!? ae 
i = BAS 
Photo: Heath Smith* 


~ The Grapevine 


Tel-Encounters 


Have Fun 
on the Phone 


or 


Meet 
Someone 
AY of =X od F-1 


Place a FREE personal voice-ad or 
Connect LIVE 1-on-1 


LADIES ALWAYS MEN 
(403) CALL FREE (403) CALL FREE. 


4 


418-3636 418-4646 


The GrapeVine Club Inc. does not pre-screen callers and assumes no liability when me¢ eting 
through this service. Adults only 18+. For entertainment purposes only. ‘This is a F REE CALL 
within the local Edmonton calling area, otherwise long-distance charges may apply 


* December 1 


- December 23, 1998 


Try the - 
Direct 
Approach! — 


FREE TO CALL* 


enter code 100 


Your Source for Casual Encounters 


Women 
Seeking Men 


My name is Linda. I'm a 38 yr. old, 5'9” tall, big, 
beautiful, full-figured, curvaceous, intelligent, 
well-educated, loving, caring female with brown 
hair & brown eyes. I’m looking for a partner of 
integrity, with similar qualities. Box 7309. 


This is Shanna. I'm a 27 yr. old, full-figured, 
attractive, open-minded female with light brown 
hair & hazel eyes. I'm looking for a partner to get 
to know & see where it goes from there. If this 
sounds interesting, get back to me. Box 6204. 


My name is Brenda. |'m a 42 yr. old, 
5'9” tall, medium built, youthful, pro- 
fessionally employed, Scorpio female 
with auburn hair & green eyes. | have 
two teenagers, Some of my interests 
are long walks, camping, jancing, & 
most types of music. I'm romantic, 
down-to-earth, honest, & love to 
laugh. I'm looking for a secure, well- 
groomed, goal oriented, muscular 
gentleman over 6’ tall. If this sounds 
like you, box me. Box 2565. 


| can give you friendship, affection, 
laughter, honesty, cuddles, a mas- 
sage, a dance partner (no two step- 
ping please), good pool competition, 
& a genuine heart of kindness. That's 
basically what | want in return. I'm a 
busy person with kids & a job. If 
you'd like to know more about me, 
get back to me. Box 5928. 


My name is Stacey. I'm a 25 yr. old, 5’6” tall, prafes- 
sionally employed, single female with blonde hair. I'm 
reel for a guy for a casual relationship that hope- 
fully will lead to something long term. Box 5747. 


I'm a 42 yr. old, youthful, independent, sponta- 
neous, educated lady who enjoys reading, travel- 
In & red wine. I've never been married & have no 
children. I'm looking for a university educated, 
financially secure, kind-hearted, white collar male 
over 32 eo If you're interested, get back to 
me. Box i 


This is Mandy. I'm a 41 yr. old, 5'8" tall, full-figured, 
partially disabled, straightforward, down-to-earth 
female with a warped sense of humour. I'm the 
mother of two adult kids. I’m looking for a friend- 
Ship that hopefully will lead to a long term relation- 
ship. Box 


ee 2S 
\'m a 26 yr. old female looking for a passionate, 
honest, romantic, handsome, single male to share 
S14a quality time. Leave me a message. Box 


''m a 5'7” tall, 130 Ib., fit female with sandy, 
blonde hair & green eyes. | have a great sense of 
humour, passion, & sincerity. | love the out- 
doors, I'm the legally separated mother of two 
children. Box 8103. 


\'m a 32 yr. old, 5'4” tall, open-minded, single, 
white female with long, curly, brown hair, brown 
bon & glasses. I'm caring, passionate, & have a 
ieaaing, animals, long walks, & alternative med- 
icine. I'm hoping to find a best friend in an 
attractive, non-smoking, warm-hearted gentle- 
man who has his act together. Box 6427, » 


This is /. 'm a 5'10" tall, 160 Ib., employed, 
Single female with blonde hair & hazel eyes. | 
my sports, movies, long walks, pool, & cook- 
Ing. if looking for a friend & see where it goes 


{rom there. If you'd like to know more about me, 
box me back. Box 9054. 


|'m a 5'7* tall, 135 Ib., spontaneous female with 
; mort dark hair, dark eyes, & a great sense of 
dren, 


sense of humour. | ab laughter, music, 


. | love meeting people, If you hate chil- 

e'l teach you ter Bor 7728, Pine * 

aseus ev.aeeeeereeraegeeyay 
Se 


fog = = oa 


This lady who was old when the Dead Sea was 
just sick, is a real man killer. One look & men 
drop dead. | have a body like a car wreck, you 
have to look even though you know you should 
turn away. | have no class, not an ounce of 
charisma, & not a piece of chrome anywhere. | 
have the personality of a dial tone. Of the things 
I've lost, | miss my mind the most. If | were any 
less intelligent, I'd have to be watered twice a 
week. My beauty lives in kindness. I'm generous 
with my time, a very good listener, an enthusias- 
tic moral supporter, & affectionate when treated 
right. I'm serious in my search for a gentle, giv- 
ing man who's interested in joining me in mild 
forms of aerobic exercise on weekends. If you're 
48-55 yrs. old & somewhat height/weight pro- 
portionate, welcome to my space. Box 6287. 


I'ma 31 yr. old, slim, attractive, employed moth- 
er of two with auburn hair. I'm look- 
ing for that special, open-minded 
guy who enjoys the outdoors & 
movies. If you'd like to know more 
about me, give me a call. Box 5601. 


I'm a 38 yr. old, 5'6” tall, medium 
built, non-smoking female with 
brown hair, | have two teenage chil- 
dren, one still living with me. | enjoy 
country & ballroom dancing, long 
walks, animals, nature, & much 
more. I'm a one man woman look- 
ing for that special someone to 
brighten my life. | look forward to 
sharing some quality time. Box 
5430. 


I'm a 5'4” tall, 140 Ib., attractive, 
physically fit, educated, interesting, 
diverse, independent female with 
medium length hair & an incredible 
passion for life. Some of my inter- 
ests are dining, dancing, movies, travelling, the 
outdoors, & cuddling in front of a fire. I'm look- 
ing for a 47-57 yr. old, 5'9"-6' tall, medium built, 
attractive, educated, physically fit male with a full 
head of hair. If you're interested & you'd like to 
know more, box me. Box 3566. 


My name is Tammy. I'm a 30 yr. old, 5’4” tall, 
medium built, self-employed, single mother of 
two. I’m a bit of a Tom boy who loves having fun 
I'm a smoker & casual drinker. | enjoy various 
music, reading, pool, & much more. I'm looking 
for a man around 6' tall, who enjoys famil 
times, pets, & quiet times. If you're interested, 
get back to me. Box 2063. 


This is Anna. I'm a 20 yr. old, 5’9” tall, 120 Ib. 
female with shoulder length, brown hair & green 
eyes. I'm looking for someone to talk to & possi- 
bly meet. If you're interested, box me back. Box 
7419. 


—=_ 
=a 
w 


(403) 


I'm a 59 yr. old, 5°1” tall, full-figured female with 
dark blonde hair, big, blue eyes, & glasses. | have 
a great sense of humour & love to laugh. | enjoy 
travelling, dancing, music, the jamboree, volun- 
teer work, & much more. I'm a non-smoker & 
social drinker. | live about 30 mins. from down- 
town Edmonton. |'m looking for a down-to-earth 
honest gentleman to be a friend & see where it 
goes from there. Box 7077. 


This is Elizabeth. I'm a 24 yr. old, 150 Ib female 
with red hair & two kids. I’m looking for an 18-25 
yr. old guy. Box 6689. Ae 


I'm a late 30's, 5°9” tall, slim, attractive, profes- 
sionally employed male with long, brown hair & 
brown eyes. I'm a smoker. I'm also a young spir- 
it | have a variety of interests & love trying new 
things. I'm a true romantic who believes in soul 
mates. If any of this sounds interesting, box me 
Box 5052. 


I'm a mid 40's female looking for a good friend & 
confidant to share laughter & good times that 
hopefully will lead to a long term relationship. If 
you're interested, leave me a message. Box 4542. 


My name is Ronnie. I’m a 5'5” tall, 170 Ib single, 
white female with brown hair & brown eyes. I'm 
looking for a clean, well-groomed male under 35 
yrs. old, who is alcohol, nicotine, child, & drug- 
free. You should be willing to serve me. Serious 
replies only. Box 4093. 


| have one, beautiful son. I'm looking for a special 
guy who loves children. | believe that the art of 
communication is the strength of a relationship. 
Box 3767. 


I'm an attractive lady who would like to meet a gen- 
tleman for a long term relationship. | enjoy travel- 
ling, dining, camping, long walks, & life in general 
Box 2572. 


I'm a 44 yr. old, 5’2” tall, 135 Ib., self-employed, 
professional, white female with reddish blonde hair 
& blue eyes. | work with Native people. | want to 
meet a native male or one who shares my love for 
their culture. | enjoy camping, fishing, music, the 
outdoors, & laughter. If you're interested, box me 
back, Box 1724. 


I'm a 5'2” tall, medium built, straight, sincere 
romantic attractive, divorced, Leo female with 
blonde hair. I'm a smoker & casual drinker. I'm a 
good conversationalist & a good listener. | love din- 
ing, music, & laughter. I'd like to meet a 40-55 yr. 
old male for fnendship & maybe more. If you're 
employed, respectful of women, & know how to 
treat a lady, leave me a message. Box 1456. 


I'm a5'4" tall, Scorpio female with brunette hair & 
hazel eyes. | have a variety of interests, dancing, 
long walks, Hanoy & more. | look great in jeans 
or a gown. Box 1159. 


Men 


Seeking Women 


My name is Kim. I'm 
tb. male. | have S 

world to me. If you love kids & think we might 
have something in common, leave me a message 


Box 6046. 


This is Jeff. I'm a 22 yr. old, 5°11" tall, 145 Ib 
male with brown hair & hazel eyes, I'm just look 
ing for someone to dazzle me & blow my mind. If 
you're personable, attractive, 18-24 yrs. old, & 
you have gorgeous eyes, give me a call, Box 2641 


I'm a 29 yr. old, 5°10" tall, 175 Ib., fit, single male 
who's getting tired of the bar scene. | love sports 
the outdoors, & much more. | have a good family 
background. | love life to the fullest. If any of this 
sounds interesting, get back to me. Box 6932. 


I'm a youthful, 42 yr. old, 5'10” tall, 170 Ib., well 
pions male with shoulder length, brown hair. | 

ave a passion for lingerie. |'m seeking a lady to 
share this passion. I'm sincere & would love to 
hear your fantasies. | feel that with mutual hon: 
esty we could grow together. Box 6813. 


My name is Mark. I'm a6’ tall, 195 Ib., good look 
ing, single, white male with blond hair & blue 
eyes. | have a great sense of humor. | love long 
walks, camping, working out, & more. I'm looking 
for a best friend who's fun to be around, cares 
about others, & enjoys the country life. If you take 
pride in your appearance & you'd like to know 
more, box me back. Box 6564. 


I'm a 5'11" tall, physically fit male with blondish 
hair & stunning, blue eyes. | have a good job. | 
enjoy travelling. If you think we might be a 
match, call me. Box 6541. 


I'm a 32 yr. old, 5'11” tall, 200 Ib., physically fit, 
down-to-earth, honest, fun-loving male with 
brown hair & brown eyes. | have a great sense of 
humor & know how to treat a lady. Let's start a 
friendship that possibly will lead to a long term 
paren You won't be disappointed. Box 
5930. 


I'm a 36 yr. old, 5°10" tall, 160 Ib., slim male 
looking for a long term committed relationship, | 
like keeping fit, cooking, eating right, & having 
fun. I'm thoughttul, introspective, literate, active 
curious, & optimistic. I'm professionally 
employed & live downtown with my 16 yr. old 
Gaughter. I'm a light drinker & don't smoke or do 
drugs. I'm looking for a slim, fun, attractive 
woman with older kids or no dependents, Leave 
@ message for Wes. Box 5122. 


lelepersonals” 
4-0500 


2,500 Ads On-Line in the Edmonton Area/North America’s leading 
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appealing ¢ let's talk 


Box 3151 

This is Rick. I'm a 31 yr. old, 6 tall, 175 Ib. male 
with brown hair & blue eyes. | enjoy hockey, base 
ball, movies, hors K riding, pool, & much 
more. |'m looking for a slender, fit lady under 35 
yrs. old. If this sounds like you, & you're interest 
ed, get back to me. Box 2681 

My name is Steve. I'ma 27 yr. old, 6'2" tall, 235 


!b., employed, single, white male with brown hair 
& brown eyes. | enjoy sports camping, & quiet 
evenings at home, !'m looking for a friend & 
maybe more. If you like what you hear, leave me a 
message. Box 2570. 


I'm a 46 yr. old, 6'S” tall, 220 Ib., Taurus male with 
short, thin, brown hair & a moustache. | commute 
to the city from a large acreage 30 mins. west. | 
love the stars, Scrabble, fires, good wine, laugh 
ter, & the Celestine Prophecy, | don't smoke 
tobacco. I'm laid-back non-materialistic, frugal 
witty, well-educated, & health conscious. I'm 
looking for a slim, fit, open-minded, uninhibited, 
health conscious woman under 46 yrs. old, with 
no children or maybe an athletic teenager. I'm 
looking for a best friend & partner, emotionally 
financially, sexually, & spiritually. | look forward to 
hearing from you. Box 9453. 


This is Jim. I'ma late 30's, 5°10" tall, medium to 
stocky built, non-smoking male with brown hair & 
blue eyes. I'm looking for a nice girl who's strong & 
intelligent. You would like to build a strong, trusting 
relationship with a man who can be strong but not 
domineering. If you're interested & you'd like to 
know more, box me back Box 8173. 


My name is Tony. I'ma 25 yt old male dooking fora 
hot lady for a great time. | love to please. If you 
might be interested, box me back. Box 5194. 


This is Dave. \'m a 27 yr. old male with brown hair 
& blue eyes. | like sports, movies, most types of 
music, & spending time with family & friends. I'm 
looking for a friend at first & maybe more. If you'd 
like to know more about me, leave me a message 
Box 4774. 


My name is Mike. I'm a 35 yr. old, 5°4” tall, 145 Ib. 

physically fit, clean male with dirty blond hair & blue 
eyes. I'm looking for a wonderful time with a beau- 
tiful lady. | look forward to hearing from you. Bax 


I'm a 41 yr. old, 5'8” tall, 170 Ib.. easygoing, honest 
Caring, romantic, monogamous male with brown 
hair & brown eyes. | have a great sense of humor. | 
enjoy camping, fishing, music, & cooking. I've 
never been married & have no children. I'm looking 
for a 5'2"-5'8" tall, 110-140 Ib., honest. romantic, 


communicative with blue or green eyes. If you 
like bubble baths & full body massage, give me a 
call, Box 2721, ? 


My name is Tim. I'm a 36 yr, old. 5'8” tall, 185 Ib. 
fit, well-educated. successful, business man. | like 
swimming, snowboarding, biking, skiing, football, 
hockey, baseball. the beach, snowmobiling, horse~ 
back riding, sailing, & working out. Box 1466. 


1'm a 51 yr. old, 5°10" tall, 160 Ib. young looki 
slim, clean-shaven. energetic, employed, sing 
male with salt & pepper hair & blue . ima 


~ smoker & casual drinker. | like golf. & the out- 


iy I'm looking for an open-minded. ws 
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